	[image: image1.jpg]Balfour Beatty @::

Working for Herefordshire





	
	
	
	
	
	

	Herefordshire Local Access Forum Meeting
	Location:
	The Kindle Centre

	Date: 17 May 2017
	Time:
	7pm
	Page:
	1 of 3



	ATTENDANCE

	Name:
	Name:

	Jenny Bartlett

Myra Chilman

Deborah Crowley

Mike Darley

Phil Edwards

Duncan Green
	Peter McKay
Peter Newman
Jenny Williams

Mike Walker (Balfour Beatty)
Jill Addis (Balfour Beatty)

	APOLOGIES

	Mike Everitt, Richard Gething, Lin Hoppe, Arthur Lee

	Notes Prepared By:
	Jill Addis

	AGENDA SUMMARY

	1.0
	Apologies for absence

	
	Apologies for absence noted

	2.0
	Minutes

	
	To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2016

	3.0
	Matters arising/action points

	
	To discuss any matters arising from previous minutes

	4.0
	Forum Business

	
	Update from the Chair

	5.0
	Presentation by Ben Boswell

	6.0
	Rights of Way Service Provider’s Report

	
	Update regarding rights of way matters

	7.0
	Work Group Reports

	
	Stakeholder Working Group/ROW reforms update

Local Access Forum Advisory Group Feedback

	8.0
	Public Participation

	9.0
	Any other business

	
	Any business submitted to the Chair prior to/or at the beginning of the meeting.  To be discussed time permitting at the discretion of the Chair

	10.0
	Date of next meeting

	
	Tbc

	DISTRIBUTION

	HLAF Members, Mike Walker, Spencer Grogan, Will Steel, Herefordshire Council website


	
AGENDA AND CHECK LIST
	ACTION

	

	501.
	presentation by ben boswell
	

	
	In AL’s absence, DG acted as Chair.  It was agreed that Ben should give his presentation first, so that he could then leave.  A copy will be made available.  When giving feedback, PE said that he supported the ideas, but there aren’t cycle lanes in a 
	

	
	lot of areas, and the surface is not safe.
BB said that the money had been ring-fenced for promotion only.

DG said that missing links in the network needed to be addressed.

BB added that the mini map had been reprinted this year, and the cycle network had grown considerably since the first map was produced.
	

	
	
	

	502.
	apologies for absence
	

	
	Apologies were noted as above. 
	

	
	
	

	503.
	MINUTES
	

	
	The minutes were agreed to be accurate and signed as a true record of the meeting of 9 November 2016.
	

	
	
	

	504.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	479 CDM.  MW said that the rules apply to virtually all rights of way work.  Some authorities apply this very rigidly.  The minimum expectation is that a site specific risk assessment should always be carried out.
492 A letter was sent to Defra regarding planning permissions.  MW said that a response should be on its way.

493 DG had met with Cllr Rone, but he did not intend putting the greenway into the current Local Transport Plan.  JB said that it should be in the Hereford Neighbourhood Plan, which was not in his remit.
494 The link to the highways map has changed.  It is now https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200136/travel_and_transport/716/highways_map
DG added that Parish Submissions are now at the Records Office.

497 Volunteer strimmer training had taken place.  DG thanked MW for arranging this.

499 Progress has been made towards reopening access from The Bage and Dorstone to Little Mountain Common.
	

	
	
	

	505.
	FORUM BUSINESS
	

	
	Update from the Chair
No update as AL was unable to attend the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	506.
	RIGHTS OF WAY SERVICE PROVIDER’S REPORT
	

	
	MW presented the report.   Copies were available at the meeting, but it will also be sent out with the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	507.
	WORK GROUP REPORTS
	

	
	 MW said that, regarding the right of way reforms, there was a hold up with the right to apply.  It was unclear how cost recovery would take place.  He felt that progress was being made, but was still probably a year away.  DG said that a Motor Stakeholder Working Group had been set up by Defra, which he and AL now sat on.  
	

	
	The group was starting to make progress, although it is still early days.
The LAF Advisory Group held a training session last year.  There had been some sign of activity since then, but not much – it had not really succeeded in motivating research.
MD said that the BHS had been very active.  DG added that the BHS had been running full day training courses across the country.  He asked for ideas as to how the LAF Advisory Group could generate more activity.

JB suggested that people needed help on a 1-2-1 basis.  She knew someone in Leominster who was interested, but would need walking through the paperwork.

PM said that Parishes were too close to carry out research objectively.  It needed to be carried out by people who were slightly distanced.

JB said that the group needed to start from the beginning and help people over that first step.

DG said that another meeting needed to be arranged.  He had already contacted the Local History Group and they are going to put something in their newsletter.
	

	
	
	

	508.
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	
	No members of the public were present.
	

	
	
	

	509.
	AOB
	

	
	PM summarised his email which had been sent to all members.  He suggested writing to the Minister asking for a single digital access record.
PE suggested working locally first.  BB had been successful in bidding for funding in conjunction with health.  Could he and Cllr Price be invited to assist, working from a health perspective?

DG said that it could be dealt with through a local initiative, but it was also a national problem.

JB said that it just needed some joined up thinking, as most of the data sets already exist.

MW added that this was a wider access issue, not a highways one.  A Herefordshire project could be carried out as the data is already available in different places.

DG said that he would get in touch with BB to ask for advice.

DG asked if there was any other business.  DC asked about crow scarers on public rights of way.  MW suggested, in the first instance that parish  council may wish to take specific concerns to the farmer.
	DG

	
	
	

	510.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	Tbc
Meeting closed at 8.50pm.
	


Chairman:
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