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Introduction 

This statement has been prepared to accompany the Core Strategy Issues Paper published on 
17th September 2007. While there is no specific requirement to prepare a Consultation 
Statement at this stage of the Core Strategy, it is important to provide feedback on the 
consultation activities that have informed the Core Strategy Issues Paper. 

Consultation Activities 

In order to identify the issues set out in the Core Strategy Issues Paper the Council undertook an 
open-ended consultation from May 2007 inviting people to comment on the issues that they felt 
were important in planning the future of Herefordshire. This was in the form of a leaflet 
highlighting the issues identified within the Community Strategy prepared by the Herefordshire 
Partnership and published Summer 2007. 

All publicity was directed at increasing the awareness of this leaflet and generally raising 
knowledge of the Local Development Framework (LDF) and Core Strategy commencement. This 
was in the form of: 

• 	 Presentations to existing stakeholder forums and informal meetings, for example: 
Herefordshire Partnership, Economic Development, Visit Herefordshire Group, the 
Learning and Skills Council.  Should you wish to be involved, please view our Council 
website www.herefordshire.gov.uk/ldf 

• 	 Herefordshire Matters Article (May 2007). 
• 	 A letter was distributed to everyone on the Adopted Statement of Community Involvement 

(SCI) database introducing the Core Strategy.  The letter also contained the Core 
Strategy leaflet and advised of our forthcoming consultation in September, as is required 
by the Council’s adopted SCI. 

• 	 Early discussions were undertaken with Government Office for the West Midlands, 
Highways Agency, West Midlands Regional Assembly and the Environment Agency in 
relation to Core Strategy and the issues facing the County to 2026. 

• 	 Early liaisons with water companies. 

Summary of Responses 

The following provides a summary of the responses received to the Issues leaflet.  These have 
been grouped as issues contained within the Core Strategy Issues Paper that accompanies this 
statement. Please note that the summary below provides a synopsis of people’s comments and 
while they will be used to inform the preparation of the Council’s LDF they do not reflect the 
Council’s formal stance on any of the issues. 

Access to Services and Facilities 

Many issues were raised on this point, in particular people commented on the Edgar Street Grid 
(ESG) proposals, such as ensuring that High Town and ESG are linked to avoid the City centre 
being divided in two. It was also felt that ESG should have exciting architectural projects and 
individual shops to avoid Hereford being considered bland.  It was commented that ESG 
regeneration will encourage people to shop in Hereford. 

There was general agreement to improve access to health services including mobility aids for the 
disabled, mobile NHS care and additional pre and postnatal care for children and parents.  It was 
suggested that Bromyard should have a minor injury unit and Herefordshire hospitals to provide 
health services for Powys (Wales). 

Improving services in the community was suggested, for example: more health visitors, 
midwives, dentists and police along with providing access to local rural education and to continue 
support for local rural schools. 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk/ldf


  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

Access to Sport and Recreation 

General consensus is Herefordshire needs better access to sport and recreation facilities.  There 
was also comment that the Hereford United Football Ground needs refurbishing. 

Ageing Population and Loss of Young People 

The county requires more activities and facilities for young people.  The Council should be 
encouraging young professionals to stay here. 

More support was sought for the elderly with particular regard to transport and emergency 
services. Emphasis must be given to support the elderly to live independently. 

Better Waste Management 

People want to be involved with recycling and are frustrated with the lack of recycling facilities in 
rural areas, it was suggested that all village halls should have recycling bins.    

Better Use and Management of Water 

Flooding was considered an important issue facing the County, and this was related to the issue 
of climate change. There was concern that a flood prevention barrier may impact upon views of 
the river from either bank or the bridge.   

Climate Change 

Climate change needs to be addressed with informed thinking and productive, economically 
viable initiatives. People commented that protecting the environment was a start but not enough 
and Herefordshire could lead the way.  The impacts of global warming need to be taken into 
account and risks identified and mitigated.  There should be a “Rapid reaction team” for coping 
with impacts such as flooding. 

It was felt that the Council should encourage local energy generation, for example: utilising wind 
and water, with a requirement for environmentally built and sustainable maintained structures. 
People commented that the LDF should support and require minimum energy planning concepts, 
requiring development of mixed working, retail and residential communities to minimise need for 
travel. The planning process should take account of energy security and carbon. 

Diversification of the Economy 

There was general acknowledgement that the Core Strategy should support rural businesses 
and communities and allow them to grow, develop and flourish in the future.  Herefordshire would 
benefit from better pay levels. 

Educational Achievements 

In summary people would like better education facilities for all levels with improved skills and 
training opportunities especially vocational trades rather than the service industry. 

Housing Provision 

The provision of affordable housing is considered to be particularly important and challenging. 
Affordable housing should be available to young and elderly.  There was also concern that 
houses should not be built on flood plains and that the feasibility of concentrating development in 
Hereford should be examined.  Some commented that rural villages need small scale 
development.  



  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  

Improving Air Quality 

Concern was expressed over the need to reduce Carbon dioxide output and odour problems in 
the County in association with reducing car dependency and traffic congestion. 

Protecting and Enhancing Environmental Assets 

Many issues were raised expressing a priority to protect and enhance landscapes, avoid new 
buildings that are unsuitable or in the wrong location, encourage hedgerow planting and 
sustainable development.  Enhance the riverbanks for tourist trail and protect and maintain the 
County’s historic buildings and landscape.  Controlling the spread of polytunnels was also a 
concern expressed. 

Regeneration of County 

Support for measures to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour in Herefordshire.  In terms of 
design it was felt that the Council should look to the elegant Georgian town squares for 
inspiration and solid good design to make market towns more vibrant.  When designing streets 
ensure they are safe and people friendly. 

Tourism and Culture 

The Council should recognise the opportunity to develop a more diverse and high quality tourism 
experience within with county and specific policies should support proposals to enhance existing 
tourism facilities and visitor accommodation.   

Cultural activity brings economic benefits by providing employment and generating revenue.  It 
attracts people and businesses, inward investment, job creation and supports the visitor 
economy. 

The County has an arts policy, which should be developed and expanded where possible. 
Tourism brings extra wealth to the county. 

Transportation and Communications 

There is a need for better provision for cyclists, with better roads and better school transport. 
The Council needs to improve the footpath network, rail services to London and car parking.  The 
Council should consider a new bridge in Hereford and an outer distributor road, which would 
ease the traffic congestion in and out of Hereford. 

Please note comments are available in full should you wish to view them.  Please contact the 
Council’s Forward Planning Team. 

Next Stage 

The issues raised above have been developed and included within our issues paper that is out to 
consultation from the 17 September 2007 to 26 October 2007.  Your comments on this issues 
paper are welcomed. Please refer to the Council’s website at www.herefordshire.gov.uk/ldf 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk/ldf


 
  

  
     
     
    

  

Get involved in planning 
Herefordshire’s future 
We are preparing a new style of development plan for 
Herefordshire which will shape the county’s future until 2026. 

The plan, known as the Local Development Framework, will 
influence many aspects of the way we live, work, travel and 
spend our leisure time. It will set out where development will 
be directed whilst continuing to protect and enhance 
Herefordshire’s distinctive environment. 

What do we need from you? 
The first stage in preparing the new development plan is to iden-
tify the issues that are important across the county of 
Herefordshire. 

In drawing up the Herefordshire Community Strategy in 2006 you 
told us about the issues that were important to you. These are 
set out over the page. 

We would now like to know whether there are any other issues 
that you think we should consider. 

What is a Local 
Development Framework? 

A Local Development 
Framework differs from the 
existing Unitary Development 
Plan (UDP) in that it is made up 
f rom a folder of separate plan-
ning documents rather than a 
single document like the UDP. 

The first document being pre-
pared is called the “Core 
Strategy,” which will consider 
the broad locations for future 
growth of housing, jobs, leisure 
and community facilities. 

For more information on the 
documents that make up the 
Herefordshire Local 
Development Framework and 
future consultation, please visit 
the Council’s website, 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/ 
forwardplanning. 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk


  
    

     
    

 

   
  

  
  

  
     
  

Have your say on key issues for Herefordshire What happens next?
 
As part of the consultation 
process for the Herefordshire 
Community Strategy 2006 you 
identified various key issues as 
being important. 

We now need to find out 
whether there are additional 
issues that should also be con-
sidered in planning for the 
future of Herefordshire up to 
2026. 

Please have a look at the fol-
lowing list and add others you 
feel are important in the space 
provided below. 

Issues within the Community 
Strategy are: 

■	 A safe and pleasant e n v i ro n-
m e n t t o l i v e a n d work in 

■ Affordable housing 
■	 Better access to sport and 

recreational facilities 
■ Better information on and 

access to local services 

Other issues  
Please list up to five additional 
issues in order of importance, or 
use the box below to expand on 
any of those listed in the 
Community Strategy (see 
a b o v e ) . 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

please expand... 

■	 Better pay 
■	 Business diversification and 

enterprise 
■	 Flood prevention 
■	 Improved access to health 

services 
■	 Improved public facilities 
■	 Improved public transport 

and less traffic congestion 
■	 Improved skills and training 

opportunities 
■	 More say in local issues and 

decision-making 
■	 Protecting the environment 
■	 Reduce crime and anti-

social behaviour 
■	 Support to live independent-

ly 
If you want any further informa-
tion about the Herefordshire 
Community Strategy see 
www.herefordshirepartner-
ship.com. 

Your Details 

Name/Organisation Name: 

Postal address: 

Email address: 

Tel No: 

We will provide feedback on 
the issues you raise through 
regular Herefordshire Matters 
articles and other publications. 

Your views will be used to 
develop the issues for the Core 
Strategy further. We will also 
be asking for your views on 
possible options for planning 
the future of the county in 
September. 

Early next year details on the 
possible options for future 
development in the county will 
be published for you to com-
ment on further. 

Thank you for taking the time 
to complete this survey. 
Please place your completed 
survey in an envelope and 
return to Dr David Nicholson, 
Forward Planning Manager at 
the FREEPOST address below. 

Licence No. RRJX-TLSH-SCYH, 
FREEPOST, Forward Planning, 
Herefordshire Council, PO Box 4, 
Plough Lane, Hereford, HR4 0XH 

We will ask you about key 
issues and options for how we 
plan for the future of 
H e re f o rd s h i re in more detail later 
this year (September 2007), so 
please look out for further arti-
cles in Here f o rd s h i re Matters. 

This survey can also be down-
loaded at 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/ 
forwardplanning. 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk
http:ship.com
www.herefordshirepartner









