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e 0c79143399768 |
STATUTORY DECLARATION

SECTION 31(6) OF THE HIGHWAYS ACT 1980

I, JOHN CHARLTON GAUNT of Wigmore Castle, Wigmore, Near

Leominster, Herefordshire DO SOLEMNLY AND SINCERELY DECLARE

as follows:

1is I am and have been since 26th day of January 1993 the
owner of the land known as Wigmore Castle more particularly
delineated on the plan accompanying this declaration and

thereon edged brown.

2. I also attach to this Declaration a letter dated 3rd day

of February 1997, marked "JCG-1".

AND I MAKE this solemn declaration on the L h'day of March
conscientiously believing it to be true and by virtue of the

Statutory Declaration Act 1835.

ARED AT . 4T dben - Signature of landowner

S ‘/\.A,\,Vo [V

A"Commissioner for Oaths/Solicitor
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Your ref: M/AT/S.31(6)/JKR/EAC
Mg J.K.Rae (for Dr Martyn Hayes) X
Rights of Way Technical Assistan -l
H&WCC County Hall, Worcester,

3rd February 1997

Dear IMs Rae,

In reply to your letter dated 22nd January 1997 and enclosure I advise that because
your Council and ;eominster District Council promoted my property pre—emtively of
any consent in tourism literature whilst the castle was unsafe during the 1993/94
period large numbers of visitors began making my historic but structurally unsafe
property their destination.

When alerted both Councils: solicitors advised the departments responsible that these
publications made your respective Councils responsible for public liability on a
freehold private property for which there was neither agreement nor insurance cover.
Thig unacceptable situation resulted in the publications being withdrawn.

On buying the castle in 1987 I was advised by my own solicitors that since there was
no dwelling for me to live on my property to manage it the best I could do to protect
myself from any claims for loss or injury which might be suffered by the uninvited
vigitors following their understandable urge to explore the famous fortifications
the best I could do was display the enclosed notice (appendix 1) where the public
fobtpath (WQ4) enters onto my land. The reason this was necessary was because I

did not want to follow my predecessmrs example by miking the stiles into obstacles
and grazing a herd of bullocks throughout the pastures, woodlands and ruins. It is
my widely understood desire to enter into a legally secure partnership with the
authorities as the second notice (appendix 2) made clear when the Secretary of State
took the castle into Guardianship so thet the extant masonry could be consolidated.

The pre-emptive 1993/4 promotions resulted in my obtaining Scheduled Monument Consent
to fence the public footpath to the point past the first rampart were it enters onto
the Outer Bailey which is a considerable help in keeping people on the public footpath
thereafter, Your Council provided a kissing gate and paid for the labour employed.

In addition, English Heritage have fenced round the castle to prevemt public access
whidst works are in progress. These fences have physically closed off what you have
shown as 'permissive' footpaths shown in my deposit you refer to my having made on
13th March 1991, I now doubt however whether I was entitled to dedicate any permissive
footpaths at that time since I was in the middle of divorce proceedings and doubt if

I had either my ex-wife's authority or that of the Court which might have held the
Deeds to the castle pending the divorce settlement. In addition I enclose a copy of
the letter I sent to Norman Fletchen in your department on 18th Januvary 1994 which
discontinues the permissive footpaths detailed in the March 1991 deposit (Appendix 3)

In a recent planning application I detailed the partnership I would like with the

Authorities to enable a properly managed Country Park to be created as you may kmnow.
Your present Council cannot however commit the future Herefmmdshire Authority to

any commitment at this time so I had to withdraw the proposals for the time being.

Copied to: English Heritage.
Mrs Cooper (ly solicitor)

A ppandeies | 2. &3, atlmehad -

Yours sincerely,

John Gaunt .
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Wigmore Castle and Woodland Walks are kept as a "managed
wilderness" 1in private ownership open to the public.
Visitors'enter this area at their own risk and the owners
accept no liability for any loss or damage sustained by

” visitors to themselves or their property however arising.

People visiting are to keep to scenic paths distanced from

the masonry which must not be touched or walked on.
Keeping to the scenic paths as directed, you will see
everything without damaging or disturbing castle, plants

or wildlife.

The public footpath does not enter the castle.

ANCITENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL AREAS ACT 1979
This site is a scheduled ancient monument : it is an
offence to use a metal detector on it or damage it

in any way.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND MONUMENTS COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND




NOTICE

Wigmore Castle Ruins are in the 'Guardianship' of the

Secretary of State.

Planned repairs mean the fenced 'Guardianship' area is

closed for public safety until further notice.

When the Castle is reopened (Projected 1999) a much larger

number of visitors may be expected.

The Owner is negotiating with Parish, District and County

Councils for necessary arrangements, (paths, seats, picnic
areas etc.) and management of the surrounding pastures and
woodlands for public enjoyment and understanding of the

natural environment and surrounding countryside.

The public footpath follows alongside the lane and does not

enter the Castle.

Please move quietly, keep children under control and dogs
on the lead.

Until formal agreement is reached visitors deviating from
the public footpath to walk routes around the castle and to
the Forestry Commission plantations do so entirely at their
own risk and the owner will accept no liability for any loss
or damage sustained by visitors to themselves or their

property however arising.

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL AREAS ACT 1979

This site is a scheduled ancient monument: it is an
offence to use a metal detector on it or damage it in any
way.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND MONUMENTS COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND

3/2/47 J.Gandt to
Ms T.K fee

De Moy Hases /4(?“‘“‘“"2




Wiamoge ChsTie ~
~ HeRrerForRD sHIKE .

Or rartin lleyes ( 1. flatcher)
@t

. it & . . s January 159
vounty ngineer and Surveror and Jlamming Cfficer nuary 1594
. S & 7 3 . . =2 .
Gount: lall L Pirector of mvironmental tervices)

Yorcester

a surther se my letter snd enclosures of 13th lizrch 1991 which vour letier dated
20th fiarch 1991 acknowledzes 1 advise thet the ruins of Wigmore Castle ars unsafe

and that the promotions of recreation and tourism by your Council and Leominster
District Council have increased my public liability.

ly solicitor is writing to your Bolicitor and the solicitor of Leominster District
Council on the broader issves raised by the above situation and you may also

be aware that I am seeking to fence public footpath WQ4 so that the castle can

be closed should a satisfactory solution to my problems elude agreement .

H Flease accept therefore that the permissive footpaths registered in larch 1991
are to be discontinued in i:arch 1994 unless a satisfactory alternative arrangement
haz besn reached through negotiation.

Tours faithfully,

Jolhm Gaunt.,

3/2/77 J.Get
* M J W Rae
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To: Hereford and Worcester County Council

STATEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 31(6) HIGHWAYS ACT 1980

On the Mlheff.ﬂ—lf\ck. day of VWCMrJ\ ‘997I wish to deposit with Hereford

and Worcester County Council, being the appropriate Council, a statement
accompanied by a plan delineating my property by red edging which states that the
ways coloured brown on the said plan and the plan accompanying this declaration have
been dedicated as highways with vehicular status, the ways coloured green on the said
plan and on the plan accompanying this declaration have been dedicated as bridleways;
the ways coloured purple on the said plan and on the plan accompanying this
declaration have been dedicated footpaths; no other ways have been dedicated as
highways over the property.

For completeness I add that between points A and B being on my land
I believe fodtpath WQ4 should be correctly dedicated as part of a
public bridleway as route WQ4 is shown as such on the 1903 map except
that atB the footpath goes along the field (my land) and the bridlelane

remains in the ancient hollow carriageway to Wigmore. I personally have
seen people on horseback use the route unchallenged though it is now
rendered impasgsable Algsg refer to letter dated 6th March 1997.

Signed
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This Information is based on that currently available to the Gounty of Herefordshire
District Council from the Definitive map and Statement and other public records. It is
given on the strict understanding that neither the Council nor any of its officers will be
responsible for the accuracy of this information or accept any liability whatsoever for

Cool 50 any error or omission therein for any loss or damage arising from interpretation or use
i1 ‘1‘09?"‘3 of the information supplied. The inquirer should rely on the results of their own
2743 investigation.
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To : County of Herefordshire District Council

STATEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 31(6) HIGHWAYS ACT 1980
(— .
On The @ ».... (] day of . 29D, T intend to

........... 2 8 8 c 0 o e T 6 ® e w & oo o

deposit with the County of Herefordshire District Council, being the
appropriate Council, a statement accompanied by a plan delineating my
property by red edging which states that the way#d coloured purple and
named FOOTPATH WQ4 by the Council has been dedicated as a footpath and
that no other ways have been dedicated as Public Rights of Way over the
property, but routes here shown coloured blue are used by members of the
public on foot and sometimes with bicycles since the castle was formerly
re-openned on 12th October 1999(formerly registered with H.& W.C.C. as
Permissive Footpaths)but formerly Closed by English Heritage and the
Owner whilst contractors occupied the properbty edged red for three
preceeding years, the Owner now re-registering the routes coloured blue
as Permissive Footpaths.

Signed:

Dated: rc>thf%fﬁig- Zﬁbch.

Signed: Dated:

v 1i=3I1vil!l L Lo 'l o)
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HEREFORDSHIRE  JChGiibiiin. “FUrals
COUNCIL |

|
[

th
| am and have been since (day, month, year) Qaé)Jﬂ/ﬂUWf ..... |992) the owner of the

land known as (name of farm, efc) .......¥. M. ( mave. Casble
more particularly delineated on the plan accompanying this declaration and thereon edged red.

2. On the (day) lod\ ....... day of (month, year) ... AP ........................ | (or my
predecessor in title (name) " )oHN.. CHARLTON... GAUNT... ') deposited with the County
of Herefordshire District Council, being the appropriate Council, a statement accompanied by a
plan delineating my property by red edging which stated that {theawey&-eeleumd-brewn-en—the
-anid-plap-and-en-the-plan aecempanving-this-declaration-had-been-dedicated-as highways-with
r P'lﬂll T O 1 }J’IUII UV ')"Us i A Ll TICY A = - - vsl ;ij T
vehiedlar-statust, [the-ways-eelotred-groon-6R tho-caid-plap-and-en-the-plan accompanying-this
—deelamtien—had—-beeﬂ-éedéeated—m-bfi i [the ways coloured purple on the said plan and
on the plan accompanying this declaration had been dedicated as footpaths]; fre-[other] ways

~had-been i ighways oyer my prope
e Skt 105 Aprk Zoo1 <1 Attacked
3.“9%3}/) ...................... day of (month, year) ... g smesis | (or my
predec gr\w&(name) ................................................. 53 ;;_.,,,,--—)-'deﬁégited with the County
of Herefordshire -strigL.meﬁate’Council, a statutory declaration dated
(day, month, year) ... oo stating that no additional ways
[other than those maJ:ked—-irrmppropriate‘EBbur‘eni_g_p_lan accompanying this declaration]
had/beﬁné‘ediféﬁ as [highways with vehicular status] [bridleways] [footpaths]-since the deposit
__—of lhe Statement referred to in 2 above. T

b*‘Ne—addit'onal ways have been dedicated over the land_edged fed '_(‘)i”ljihe plan accompanying this

declaration sﬁc‘:é*the—statem;n%@%&d&yj’ FAONLR, YEAI)  iecoiemreirimsemriirssmsrnsarn s sraissssssssinsanes
referred to in 2 above [since- ale of-the-statutory declaration referred to in 3 above] [other

than thosﬂhjghwayﬁith vehicular status) (bridlew—é‘yﬁj’(fcoipaths)_ marked in the appropriate

/__,,r:.e!eur‘o’ﬁ the plan accompanying this declaration] T

*  Delele paragraph 3 if submitting Statement and Statutory Declaration, of Section 31(6) Highways Act 1980 at the
same time.
*  Delete paragraph 4 if this is the first Statement and Statutory Declaration, of Section 31(6) Highways Act 1980.
| - o¢Aprk
AND | MAKE this solemn declaration on the (day) ..LY. .Z|fT%%. .. day of (month, year)
22 conscientiously believing it to be true and by virtue of the Statutory

Signature of landowner

Before me  ....cccoooveeremn.
r Solicitor)

(Commissioner for Qaths or a Justice of the Peace 0

ity]. coloured blue ate. PERMISSIVE FOOTPATHS,
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. This information is based on that currently available to the County of Herefordshire
. 3 M A ’{ 2[} U] District Council from the Definitive map and Statement and other public records. It is
given on the strict understanding that neither the Council nor any of its officers will be
: responsible for the accuracy of this information or accept any liability whatsoever for
B any error or omission therein for any loss or damage arising from interpretation or use
‘\ of the information supplied. The inquirer should rely on the results of their own
‘ \'\ \ investigation.

o Wi This plam dated 2.8%March 2001,
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¢+ County of Herefordshire District Council

STATEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 31(6) HIGHWAYS ACT 1980

cr f ~ T
to ... 2207 T intend to

O The . .pae. 2 o R day of W MRS FE e h e i 5 e G
deposit with the County of Herefordshire District Council, being the
appropriate Council, a statement accompanied by a plan delineating my
property by red edging which states that the way# coloured purple and
named FOOTPATH WQ4 by the Council hasg been dedicated as a footpath ana
that no other ways have been dedicated as Public Rights of Way over the
property, but routes here shown coloured blue are used by members of the
public on foot and sometimes with bicycles since the castle was formerly
Te—openned on 12th October T999(formerly registered with H.& W.C.C. as
Permissive Footpaths)but formerly Closed by English Heritage and the
Owner whilst contractors occcupied the property edged red for three
breceeding years, the Owner now re-registering the routes coloured blue

Digned:

Signed:

Fermissive Footpaths.

A - o
Dated : /& A??"A—*Q ZOO (

Dated:

TS S U GO T A Eashe v A~

feccammms oF Toms cothie Chrm?,

HEREFORDSHIRE GO
ENVIRONMENT p ORAT i

o s

IRECTORATE
ENGINEERING CENTR o
- b, nY

(3 Broqd J7

S e 05

.J‘;D(..( [ V4
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HEREFORDSHIRE C'

FN‘ !POf\"JFNI _DIRECTQ
2 : RL ‘JLE'JEL)

HEREFORDSHIRE -3 MAY 200
COLNCIL =

STATUTORY DECLARATION
SECTION 31 (6) OF THE HIGHWAYS ACT 1980

1. | am and have been since (day, month, year) 2.6.. JMUM 3 '992) the owner of the

land known as (name of farm, efc) ......... WEr? Qove...!
more particularly delineated on the plan accompanying this dectaratlon and thereon edged red.

o
2. On the (day) /é day of (month, year) HC‘ML\ ...... ZLor | (ormy

T T e e e ) GEpoOSited with the County
of Herefordshire District Council, being the appropriate Council, a statement accompanied by a

plan delmeatmg my property by red edglng WhICh stated that fth&ways—eetewed—brewn—en—the

-destaratren-had—beeﬁ-deéreated—as—bﬁd-lewaye-]h[the ways coloured purple onthe sald plan and

on the plan accompanylng this declaration had been dedicated as footpaths]; fre-[other] ways
over my property]. coloured blve atre. PERMISSIVE FOOTPATHS.
A PIATEAET JaEP (o” A4 2001 ) AN ceEp
3.7 8na the (day) ..cocoooveermevnnnnne day of (month, year) .....occccovoiiviiiiiiiiieeieeennn. | (or my

........................................................ —)-deposited with the County
of Herefordshire ouncil, being the a i ouncil, a statutory declaration dated \
(day, month, year) ................ P e tenteveeesnnrrneeeseannreans stating that no additional ways

[other than those m i [ e plan accompanying this declaration]
icated as [highways with vehicular status] [bridleways ince the deposit
the Statement referred to in 2 above.

month year) .......................................................
statutory declaratlon referred to ln 3 above] [other

declaratlon since
referred to in 2 above [5|

*  Delete paragraph 3 if submitting Statement and Statutory Declaration, of Section 31(6) Highways Act 1980 at the

same time.
**  Delete paragraph 4 if this is the first Statement and Statutory Declaratron of Section 31(6) Highways Act 1980.

AND | MAKE this solemn decjaration on the (day) [0 ................. ( ~ day of (month, year)
usly believing it to be true and by virtue of the Statutory

Signature of landowne

(Commissioner for Oaths or a Justice of the Peace or Solicitor)
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HEREFORDSHIRE
COUNCIL

STATUTORY DECLARATION
SECTION 31 (6) OF THE HIGHWAYS ACT 1980

| (fandowner) .Jatt

1. | am and have been since (day, month, year) ..o the owner of the
land known as (name of farm, etc) .................... !";...fif‘.?.’.‘?..(—.é‘k%“:’!‘& ................................................
more particularly delineated on the plan accompanying this declaration and thereon edged red.

1 Tt o
2. On the (day) .....! l L ............. day of (month, year) ]\"]JU.L...\ ......... 200 .. | (or—my
! predecessor--HHETITANTE) ..o ) deposited with the County

of Herefordshire District Council, being the appropriate Council, a statement accompanied by a

plan dellneatlng my property by red edglng whlch stated that [t-he—waye—oe-loured—bmwrr'crn‘tl're

.deetaratren-had.been_dedwated-as-bﬂdteways] [the ways coloured purple on the sa:d plan and on
the plan accompanylng this declaration had been dedicated as footpaths]; fre-[other] ways keasl

a statutory declaration dated

of Herefordshire Distric

A C LA L s statmg that no additional ways
[other than those mark i HARPANYIng thrs declaratlon]
had been lice 1)

tatement referred to in 2 above.

F 4 *_No additional ways have been dedicated over the land edged red on the plan accompanying
declarafiom simee-the statement dated (day, MODA—YEATT  —eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e
referred to in 2 above [since e date-otthe-statutory declaration referred to |n 3 above] [other
than those (highways—with vehicular status) (bridleways) (footpaths) marked s—appropriate
colowrerrthe plan accompanying this declaration]

1 *  Delete paragraph 3 if submitting Statement and Statutory Declaration, of Section 31(6) Highways Act 1980 at the
same time.

**  Delete paragraph 4 if this is the first Statement and Statutory Declaration, of Section 31(6) Highways Act 1980.
Before me F ...........................................................................................................
(Commissioner) or s or a Justice of the Peace or Solicitor)

R

=

430(

202¢

50

e Statutory declaration section 31(6)
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