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Additional Needs Service: Visual Impairment Team 

Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD) special school offer 
1: Advisory: 

· Aim: to develop the skills and knowledge of staff in SLD special schools to enable them to: 
· carry out ongoing assessment of pupil needs relating to their visual impairment (VI)
· make appropriate provision to meet pupil needs
· re-refer to the VI team as appropriate
· We will provide staff training/CPD to raise awareness of the educational implications of various impairments including: 
· Cortical Visual Impairment (CVI)
· Nystagmus

· Down syndrome and visual difficulties
· Other topics will be covered as required
· We can support newly appointed staff regarding their  understanding of visual impairment
· We are always available to provide advice by phone or email (contact details appear below)
2: Individual Caseload work:

The VI team will offer:

· Assessment visits by a Qualified Teacher for VI (QTVI) as required to make recommendations for individual pupils and to identify future training needs
· Following assessment a referral report will be circulated

· The assessment will include a recommendation for future involvement, which will typically include: 

· Adding the pupil  to the VI team caseload as ‘on request’ or ‘annual’ e.g. to enable involvement as required in transition periods
· Arranging relevant staff training

3: Role of SLD special school staff:
We will encourage SLD special schools to:

· Identify a named contact for the VI team
· Consider subscribing to Information Exchange: http://flolonghorn.com/  annual subs: £20 personal, £30 school 
· Consider joining Load2learn as a free source of accessible electronic texts: https://load2learn.org.uk/ 
· Consider joining the VITAL network and send staff to meetings when appropriate (West Midlands focus group) http://www.rnib.org.uk/professionals/education/support/networks/vital/Pages/vital_network.aspx  Email: vital@rnib.org.uk 
· Consider sending staff to Inclusive Technology information days: http://www.inclusive.co.uk/events/information-days 
Contact the VI Team:

Phone: 01432 260877

Email: viteam@herefordshire.gov.uk
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