
Children and Families Networking Event Round-up 
Tuesday 02 July 2019 

 

Keeping Children and Young People Safe  

 
 
 
 
 
The event was opened by Chris Baird, Director of Children and Families, who welcomed everyone and 
spoke briefly about the event.   
 
The first presentation was given by Detective Inspector Ross Jones around County Lines and it was noted 
by many people in the feedback forms as a very detailed and useful insight. Cath Thomas; Head of 
Safeguarding & Review then gave a second presentation, briefing the group on Exploitation & Contextual 
Safeguarding.  A useful handout was distributed regarding appropriate language to use with regards to 
child sexual and/or and criminal exploitation, which is included as Appendix 2.  This was followed by a 
workshop session with table discussions on how we can all recognise signs of exploitation in our roles, the 
opportunities we have to respond to them and what barriers there might be.  We all then broke for coffee 
and networking opportunities. 
 
After the break, feedback was given from the workshop and a third presentation was then heard from 
Neville Meredith; Community Cohesion Officer, based on the Prevent Agenda.  The audience then 
participated in a second workshop session where each table chose a vulnerability and then talked about 
how behaviours might change and what push and pull factors there might be. 
 
To round off the event, feedback was given again from the audience based on the above ‘Notice, Check, 
Share’, and then the event was closed by Amanda Price; Children’s Commissioning & Contracts Lead. 
 
A list of organisations represented at the event is included as Appendix 1. 
 

Summary of event feedback 
 

Places available – 60   (100%) Places booked – 51   (85%) 

Signed-in – 39   (76%) Feedback received from attendees – 31   (52%) 

How would you rate the 
event: 

Excellent –      9                Very good –   15                    Good –           5                                                   
Fair –               0                 Poor –             0                      Blank –          0 

Was enough time allowed 
for discussion? 

Too much –    1          About right –     26     Too little –  4             Blank – 0 

Were the interactive 
workshops useful?  

Very useful –  10        Useful –   19                Not useful –    1        Blank – 1  

 

 

 

Welcome 
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Positives:  Networking 

 Police information  

 Information sharing & learning 

 County Lines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Negatives:  The final presentation was a little rushed because the event had over-run 

 Print on presentations too small 

 Would have been better if people circulated between tables 

 No name badges 
 

Suggestions / 
comments 

 Introductions to the different agencies would have been beneficial 

 E-mail the slides around to everybody 

 Local context around Prevent would have been good 

 Some small focus groups might have been beneficial 

Suggested topics 
for future events 

 Early years 

 Early help 

 Information on what agencies present are providing 

 Work of voluntary organisations 

 Serious case review examples 

Would be good 
to look at…. 
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Appendix 1 – Organisation contacts 

Action for Children helen.phillips@actionforchildren.org.uk 

Addaction donna.wells@addaction.org.uk 

Carers Trust 4all hesslemont@carerstruct4all.org.uk 

Crossroads Care sharon@crossroadsfd.org.uk 

DMWS lleece@dmws.org.uk 

DWP – Families First Employment Advisor sara.howe@dwp.gov.uk 

Early Years Alliance ahmer.hussain@eyalliance.org.uk 

Foster Care Co-operative stevef@fostercarecooperative.co.uk 

Herefordshire Arts in Action – The Music Pool info@musicpool.org.uk 

Herefordshire Community Cohesion Officer nmeredith@herefordshire.gov.uk 

Herefordshire Council Early Help dwoodbridge@herefordshire.gov.uk 

Herefordshire Voluntary Organisation Support 
Service (HVOSS) 

will.edwards@hvoss.org.uk 

Hereford Sixth Form College hmm@hereford.ac.uk 

Hoople Ltd lee.furnell@hoopleltd.co.uk 

Hope Support Services Horizon Training Rhi.james@hopesupportservices.org.uk 

Kemble Training stephen.p.weller@gmail.com 

Luston Primary School lmeacock@luston.hereford.sch.uk 

Marches Family Network development@marchesfamilynetwork.org.uk 

Merry-Go-Round Day Nursery nickiovel@aol.com 

NAS Herefordshire admin@pcuherefordshire.org 

Nunwell Surgery penny.sheers@nhs.net 

Our Place Schools headofmarketing@ourplaceschools.com 

Pippins Pre-school karenmorgan44@aol.com 

Spring Housing Association janette@springhousing.org.uk 

The Cart Shed trishdowling@thecartshed.co.uk 

The Family Place Ltd laura@thefamilyplace.co.uk 

Volunteering Matters jason.jones@volunteeringmatters.org.uk 

WISH kay.mellish@herefordshire.gov.uk 

Wyeside Day Nursery wyesidenursery@gmail.com 

Wye Valley NHS Trust sara.powell@wvt.nhs.uk 
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Appendix 2 – Appropriate Language: Child Sexual and/or Criminal Exploitation 

In  
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