Children and Families Networking Event Round-up
Tuesday 02 July 2019

Keeping Children and Young People Safe
Welcome

The event was opened by Chris Baird, Director of Children and Families, who welcomed everyone and
spoke briefly about the event.

The first presentation was given by Detective Inspector Ross Jones around County Lines and it was noted
by many people in the feedback forms as a very detailed and useful insight. Cath Thomas; Head of
Safeguarding & Review then gave a second presentation, briefing the group on Exploitation & Contextual
Safeguarding. A useful handout was distributed regarding appropriate language to use with regards to
child sexual and/or and criminal exploitation, which is included as Appendix 2. This was followed by a
workshop session with table discussions on how we can all recognise signs of exploitation in our roles, the
opportunities we have to respond to them and what barriers there might be. We all then broke for coffee
and networking opportunities.

After the break, feedback was given from the workshop and a third presentation was then heard from
Neville Meredith; Community Cohesion Officer, based on the Prevent Agenda. The audience then
participated in a second workshop session where each table chose a vulnerability and then talked about

how behaviours might change and what push and pull factors there might be.

To round off the event, feedback was given again from the audience based on the above ‘Notice, Check,
Share’, and then the event was closed by Amanda Price; Children’s Commissioning & Contracts Lead.

A list of organisations represented at the event is included as Appendix 1.

Summary of event feedback

Places available — 60 (100%) Places booked — 51 (85%)

Signed-in—39 (76%) Feedback received from attendees —31 (52%)
How would you rate the Excellent— 9 Very good — 15 Good — 5
event: Fair — 0 Poor — 0 Blank — 0

Was enough time allowed

for discussion? Too much—- 1 About right— 26 Too little— 4 Blank -0

Were the interactive

workshops useful? Very useful — 10 Useful— 19 Not useful— 1 Blank -1
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Positives: e Networking

e Police information

e Information sharing & learning

e County Lines
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Negatives: e The final presentation was a little rushed because the event had over-run

e Print on presentations too small

e Would have been better if people circulated between tables

e No name badges
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Suggestions / e Introductions to the different agencies would have been beneficial
comments e E-mail the slides around to everybody

e Local context around Prevent would have been good

e Some small focus groups might have been beneficial

Would be good

to look at....

Suggested topics
for future events

Early years

Early help

Information on what agencies present are providing
Work of voluntary organisations

Serious case review examples
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Appendix 1 — Organisation contacts

Action for Children

helen.phillips@actionforchildren.org.uk

Addaction

donna.wells@addaction.org.uk

Carers Trust 4all

hesslemont@carerstruct4all.org.uk

Crossroads Care

sharon@crossroadsfd.org.uk

DMWS

lleece@dmws.org.uk

DWP - Families First Employment Advisor

sara.howe@dwp.gov.uk

Early Years Alliance

ahmer.hussain@eyalliance.org.uk

Foster Care Co-operative

stevef@fostercarecooperative.co.uk

Herefordshire Arts in Action — The Music Pool

info@musicpool.org.uk

Herefordshire Community Cohesion Officer

nmeredith@herefordshire.gov.uk

Herefordshire Council Early Help

dwoodbridge@herefordshire.gov.uk

Herefordshire Voluntary Organisation Support
Service (HVOSS)

will.edwards@hvoss.org.uk

Hereford Sixth Form College

hmm@hereford.ac.uk

Hoople Ltd

lee.furnell@hoopleltd.co.uk

Hope Support Services Horizon Training

Rhi.james@hopesupportservices.org.uk

Kemble Training

stephen.p.weller@gmail.com

Luston Primary School

Imeacock@luston.hereford.sch.uk

Marches Family Network

development@marchesfamilynetwork.org.uk

Merry-Go-Round Day Nursery

nickiovel@aol.com

NAS Herefordshire

admin@pcuherefordshire.org

Nunwell Surgery

penny.sheers@nhs.net

Our Place Schools

headofmarketing@ourplaceschools.com

Pippins Pre-school

karenmorgan44@aol.com

Spring Housing Association

janette@springhousing.org.uk

The Cart Shed

trishdowling@thecartshed.co.uk

The Family Place Ltd

laura@thefamilyplace.co.uk

Volunteering Matters

jason.jones@volunteeringmatters.org.uk

WISH

kay.mellish@herefordshire.gov.uk

Wyeside Day Nursery

wyesidenursery@gmail.com

Wye Valley NHS Trust

sara.powell@wvt.nhs.uk
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Appendix 2 — Appropriate Language: Child Sexual and/or Criminal Exploitation

i
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HOWTO
USE THIS
DOCUMENT

This document can be used by professionals when discussing the exploitation
of children and young people, including when escalating intelligence and
delivering training. The document can be read at the beginning of strategy
meetings, multi-agency meetings. or other settings where professionals
might be discussing children and young people who are at risk of exploitation.

ABOUT APPROPRIATE LANOUADOE
IN RELATION TO CHILD SEXUAL
AND/OR CRIMINAL EXPLOITATION

It is imperative that appropriate termineclogy is used when discussing

children and young people who have been exploited, or are at risk of
exploitation. Language implying that the child or young person is complicit

in any way, or responsible for the crimes that have happened or may happen to
them, must be avoided.

Language should reflect the presence of coercion and the lack of control
young people have in abusive or exploitative situations. and must recognise
the severity of the impact exploitation has on the child or young person.

Victim-blaming language may reinforce messages from perpetrators around
shame and guilt. This in turn may prevent the child or young person from
disclosing their abuse, through fear of being blamed by professionals. When
victim-blaming language is used amongst professionals, there is a risk of
normalising and minimising the child’s experience, resulting in a lack of
appropriate response.

OUIDANCE FOR USINO
APPROPRIATE LANOUADOE

The following table outlines terms that should not be used when discussing or
recording issues of child sexual exploitation, and includes a list of appropriate
alternative phrases.

APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE: CSE // GUIDANCE FOR PROFESSIONALS
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SUODOESTED ALTERNATIVES

Putting themselves atrisk ® The child may have been groomed.
This implies that the child » The child is at an increased vulnerability of
is responsible for the risks being abused and/or exploited.

presented by the perpetrator
and that they are able to make
free and inforrmed choices.

* A perpetrator may exploit the child's
increased vulnerability.

® The child is not in a protective environment.
# The situation could reduce the child's safety.
® The location is dangerous to children.

# The location/situation could increase a
perpetrator's opportunity to abuse them.

® [tis unclear whether the child is under duress
to go missing.

® There are concerns that the child may be
being sexually abused.

® [tis unclear why the child is getting into cars.

® There are concerns that there is a power
imbalance forcing the child to act in this way.

# There are concerns regarding other influences

on the child.
Sexual activity with... @« The child has been sexually abused.
This implies consensual sexual #« The child has been raped.
activity has taken place. If it e There are reports of sexual abuse.

occurs within an abusive or
exploitative context this term
is not appropriate.

& The child has described sexual activity,
however concerns exist that they child may
have been groomed and/or coerced.

APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE: CSE // GUIDANCE FOR PROFESSIONALS
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SUODOESTED ALTERNATIVES

Sexually actlve since [age
under13]

A child under 13 cannot consent
to sex and is therefore being
abused. This should be reflected
in the language used.

The child has been raped.

The child has been/may have been
sexually abused.

Concerns exist that the child may have been
coerced, exploited, or sexually abused.

Has been contacting adult
males/females vla phone
orinternet

This implies that the child or
young person is responsible for
the communication and does
not reflect the abusive or
exploitative context.

Adult males/females may have been
contacting the child.

The child may have been groomed.

There are concerns that the adult

is facilitating communication with

a child.

The child is vulnerable to online perpetrators.

There are concerns that others may be
using online technology to access or abuse
the child.

Adults appear to be using a range of methods
to communicate with the child.

Offering him/her drugs
seamingly In return for sex

This implies that the child or
young person is responsible for
the abuse and has the capacity
to make a free and informed
choice. [t does not recognise the
abusive or exploitative context.

The child is being sexually exploited.

There are concerns that the child has
been raped.

Perpetrators are sexually abusing the child.
The child is being sexually abused.

The child’s vulnerability regarding drug use is
being used by others to abuse them.

The perpetrators have a hold over the child by
the fact that they have a drug dependency.

APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE: CSE // GUIDANCE FOR PROFESSIONALS
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SUOODESTED ALTERNATIVES

In a relatlonship with...

This implies that the child or young
person is in a consensual relationship
and does not reflect the abusive or
exploitative comtext.

&« The young person says that they
are in a relationship with a person
and there are concems about that
person’s age, the imbalance of power,
exploitation and/or offending.

» The young person has been/is being
groomed, exploited and controlled.

Involved In CSE

This implies there is a level of choice
regarding the child being abused. A five
year old would never be referred to as
being involved in sexual abuse forthe
same reasons.

# The child is vulnerable to being
sexually exploited.

# The child is being sexually exploited.

Promilscuosus

This implies consensual sexual activity
has taken place. Promiscuous is a
judgemental term which sterectypes and
labels people. It isn't appropriate in any
context when discussing children and
young people, but particularly if it occurs
within an abusive or exploitative context.

& The child is vulnerable to being
sexually exploited.

# The child is being sexually exploited.

Prostituting themselves

This implies that the child or young
person is responsible for the abuse and
has the capacity to make a free and
informed choice. It does not recognise
the abusive or exploitative context.

Changes in legislation have meant
that child prostitution is no longer an
acceptable term and should never
be used.

¢ The child is vulnerable to being
sexually exploited.

o« The child is being sexually exploited.

APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE: CSE // GUIDANCE FOR PROFESSIONALS




Children and Families Networking Event Round-up
Tuesday 02 July 2019

INAPPROPRIATE TERM

SUOOESTED ALTERNATIVES

Boyfriend/girifriend

This implies that the child or young
person is in a consensual relationship
and does not reflect the abusive or
exploitative comtext.

Children have been challenged in

court with practitioners recordings
where a practitioner has referred to the
perpetrator as the child's boyfriend

or girlfriend.

& The young person says that they
are in a relationship with a person
and there are concems about that
person's age, the imbalance of power,
exploitation and/or offending.

s The young person has been/is being
groomed, exploited and controlled.

Drug running - He/she Is drug running

This implies that the child or young
person is responsible for the exploitation
and has the capacity to make a free and
informed choice. It does not recognise
the abusive or exploitative context.

# Child criminal exploitation (CCE).
# The child is being criminally exploited.

® The child is being trafficked for
purpose of criminal exploitation.

Recrult/run/work

This implies that the child or young
person is responsible for the exploitation
and has the capacity to make a free and
informed choice. It does not recognise
the abusive or exploitative context.

# The child is being criminally exploited.

He/she Is choosing this lifestyle

This implies that the child or young
person is responsible for the exploitation
and has the capacity to make a free and
informed choice. It does not recognise
the abusive or exploitative context.

# The child is being criminally exploited.

# The child is being sexually exploited.

APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE: CSE // GUIDANCE FOR PROFESSIONALS
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SUOOESTED ALTERNATIVES

Spending time/assoclating
with ‘slders’

This implies that the child oryoung
person is responsible for the exploitation
and has the capacity to make a free and
informed choice. It does not recognise
the abusive or exploitative context.

& The young person says that they
are friends with a person and there
are concerns about that person's
age, the imbalance of power,
exploitation, offending.

» The young person has been groomed,
exploited, controlled.

Mote: If the elder is under the age of 18
years old, this will need to be considered
using child protection processes.

Offering him/her drugs seemingly In
return for sex or to rundrugs

This implies that the child oryoung
person is responsible for the exploitation
and has the capacity to make a free and
informed choice. It does not recognise
the abusive or exploitative context.

® The child is being sexually/
criminally exploited.

®& The child is being criminally exploited
through drug debt
& There are concerns that the child has

been raped as they do not have the
freedom or capacity to consent.

¢ Perpetrators are sexually abusing
the child.

o The child is being sexually abused.

#» The child’s vulnerability regarding
drug use is being used by others to
abuse them.

» The perpetrators have a hold over
the child by the fact that they have a
drug dependency.

THIS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN GRATEFULLY PRODUCED
WITH SUPPORT AND MATERIALS DEVELOPED BY NWG
AND LAWRENCE JORDAN, SOCIAL WORKER, MILTON KEYNES.
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