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	ATTENDANCE

	Name:
	Name:

	Mike Darley

Phil Edwards

Mike Everitt

Duncan Green
Richard Gething
	Arthur Lee
Peter Newman
Josie Pearson
Mike Walker (Balfour Beatty)
Jill Addis (Balfour Beatty)

	APOLOGIES

	Jenny Bartlett, Deborah Crowley, Peter McKay

	Notes Prepared By:
	Jill Addis

	AGENDA SUMMARY

	1.0
	Apologies for absence

	
	Apologies for absence noted

	2.0
	Minutes

	
	To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 29 November 2017

	3.0
	Matters arising/action points

	
	To discuss any matters arising from previous minutes

	4.0
	Forum Business

	
	Update from the Chair

	5.0
	Rights of Way Service Provider’s Report

	
	Update regarding rights of way matters

	6.0
	Work Group Reports

	
	Stakeholder Working Group/ROW reforms update

Local Access Forum Advisory Group Feedback

	7.0
	Public Participation

	8.0
	Any other business

	
	Any business submitted to the Chair prior to/or at the beginning of the meeting.  To be discussed time permitting at the discretion of the Chair

	9.0
	Date of next meeting

	
	14 November 2018

	DISTRIBUTION

	HLAF Members, Mike Walker, Spencer Grogan, Will Steel, Herefordshire Council website


	
AGENDA AND CHECK LIST
	ACTION

	

	523.
	apologies for absence
	

	
	Apologies were noted as above. 
	

	
	
	

	524.
	MINUTES
	

	
	The minutes were agreed to be accurate and signed as a true record of the meeting of 29 November 2017.
	

	
	
	

	525.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	514 DG said he was still awaiting a response from the Welsh Government regarding the proposal to make all paths shared use.  AL to write a letter stating the LAF is disappointed not to have heard anything further.
	AL

	
	
	

	526.
	FORUM BUSINESS
	

	
	Update from the Chair
AL first asked all members to introduce themselves to new member, Josie Pearson.  JP then introduced herself, saying that her particular interest was in accessibility.
AL had put Walking Festival leaflets on the tables before the meeting started.  The festival starts on 16 June.  The Ramblers work party has been liaising with JA over work that they will carry out before the festival starts.
On 12 May, the Ramblers had a joint working party with Burghill and Tillington parishes.  Approximately 70% of paths were surveyed, with strimming and minor works also being carried out.  AL suggested that this should be reported to BBLP.  MW agreed as it may clear some defects from the system.

RG asked whether the use of Community Service had been considered.  DG said he would report on that later.
	

	
	
	

	527.
	RIGHTS OF WAY SERVICE PROVIDER’S REPORT
	

	
	MW presented the report, copies of which were sent out before the meeting.

ME queried the number of defects as there had been a large decrease in the number outstanding.  MW explained that this was an area that had been given a lot of focus.  Duplicate reports had been removed, and other areas had been specifically targeted.  Looking ahead, the Locality system was being reviewed to see if improvements could be made there.  We are also considering whether a work ticket system would be appropriate for PFOs.

AL said that the Ramblers are sending in defect reports, and highlighting which work they can carry out.  JA is then issuing work tickets so that jobs can be closed out once completed.  RG asked if the Ramblers liaised with parish councils.  AL replied that it wasn’t that easy – it took a long time to get any response.
ME said that he reported problems on the routes of his planned walks, and was generally impressed by the response.  However, in Worcestershire, all problems can be seen on their website which doesn’t happen in Herefordshire.  MW replied that this was being looked at, but it wasn’t easy or cheap to resolve.

MW said that there was a growth in potential resource as a number of horse riding groups had recently been set up and they had been undertaking their own works on local bridleways.

ME said that he was impressed by the effort that had gone into DMMOs.
MW added that the P3 scheme ends next March, and it wasn’t yet clear what the impact would be.  PE said that some parishes will have put this into their precept.  MW stated that there was an impressive number of volunteers that carry out works and that we should do all we can to maintain the relationships and co-operation.  He also stated that PFOs would be invited to a get-together at the end of June.
	

	
	MW said that BBLP were pushing enforcement, and were re-engaging with the council on this.  It was hoped that a new, streamlined process for serving notices would be approved.

Looking at the report, DG asked what the comment ‘HC decision reached’ meant in the DMMO section, next to Tomkins Lane.  MW replied that it will have been investigated and put to the council to determine.
AL asked that he and Mike Goodwin be invited to the PFO meeting.
Looking at the Capital Programme, MW said that the increased cost of putting in bridges would have a big impact on the number that could be replaced.  However, Bosbury had been reopened this week.

JP asked if accessibility was considered when replacing structures.  MW said that was certainly the case when putting in new bridges, but where we previously had programmes for widespread replacement of stiles with accessible structures, this was now more challenging due to budgetary constraints.

MW said that, frustratingly, although mods were now being pushed through, the number outstanding remained the same due to new applications being submitted.

MW produced a plan of MR45A, where the footpath has been built over many years ago.  This was an example of many similar problems on the definitive map and MW was seeking the views of the LAF as to how these might be addressed.  
With MR45A, the current definitive line also differs from two earlier lines.  There is no evidence to support the position of the existing line.  It is not on OS maps, or estate plans.  Even with many instances like this throughout the county, there are never complaints about them.

The issue was discussed and AL agreed that there was no easy solution in Marden.  MW said that an agreement ought to be reached whereby a path could be extinguished if there was no alternative route.  DG suggested that, with examples such as this, the Ramblers and the Open Spaces Society should be given a period of time to consider any possible alternative solution.  If an alternative could not be found, then it should be agreed that it would be extinguished.  This was put to the vote and 7 members were in favour.

PN is to suggest an alternative route for MR45A and see if this is viable.  MD will liaise with landowner to arrange access, if possible.
	PN/MD

	
	
	

	528.
	WORK GROUP REPORTS
	

	
	DG said that there had been no further meetings of the 2026 subgroup, however he had been looking at the 2009 Inspire Regulations.  These state that all geo data held by public bodies should be available online.  AL and DG met with Geo Place, and they refuse to make their data available, claiming not to be a public body.  DG added that Herefordshire has been good at publishing its data.
DG had hoped that a parliamentary question could be raised.  MW pointed out that he was tasked with trying to get Geo Place to attend the next ROW Review Committee and, depending on the outcome of that, the Chair of that group would be willing to raise a parliamentary question about the matter.
The Deregulation Act is now targeted to be introduced on 1 April 2019.
	

	
	Community Payback

A pilot project has been suggested, which would take place in Kington.  It would be supported by BBLP with the supply of materials.  DG set up a meeting with the Town Council and the Community Payback team.  All were very keen to make the scheme work as the paths have deteriorated since PN moved.  DG is to ask for a progress report.
	DG

	
	
	

	529.
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	
	No members of the public were present.
	

	
	
	

	530.
	AOB
	

	
	GDPR
This is complicated regarding Definitive Map evidence as it needs to be kept for a long time.  The Rights of Way GDPR Privacy Notice states that information will be ‘retained as part of the public record’ and it can then be held indefinitely.

DG asked if AL could mention the LSG issues to Jesse Norman.  AL said that he would try to do so.
	

	
	
	

	522.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	14 November 2018

Meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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