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Map 1 Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch Designated Neighbourhood Area (PSMA Licence no 100055482)

 



Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch Neighbourhood Development Plan Consultation Statement, June 2017 

4 
 

 

1.0 Introduction and Background 

1.1 This Consultation Statement has been prepared in accordance with The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (SI No. 637) Part 5 

Paragraph 15 (2)1 which defines a “consultation statement” as a document which:– 

 

(a) contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed neighbourhood development plan; 

 (b) explains how they were consulted; 

 (c) summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

(d) describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

 

1.2 Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group, and Kentchurch Parishes Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) has been prepared in response to the 

Localism Act 2011, which gives parish councils as qualifying bodies, new powers to prepare statutory Neighbourhood Development Plans to help 

guide development in their local areas.  These powers give local people the opportunity to shape new development, as planning applications are 

determined in accordance with national planning policy and the local development plan, and neighbourhood plans form part of this Framework.  

Other new powers include Community Right to Build Orders whereby local communities have the ability to grant planning permission for new 

buildings.    

1.3 In late 2012 the parishes of Abbeydore and Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group (which includes Ewyas Harold, Dulas, Llancillo and Rowlestone) and 

Kentchurch came together to work on a Neighbourhood Development Plan for the seven parishes.   The area was formally designated by Herefordshire 

                                                           
1 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
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Council on 28 November 2012 and is shown in Map 1 above (the application for designation and the subsequent approval from Herefordshire Council 

are contained in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2).  

1.4 Herefordshire Council produced and consulted with the three statutory bodies on an initial Strategic Environmental Assessment Scoping Report in 

October 2014 (https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/media/1128061/Ewyas_Harold_Abbeydore_Kentchurch__SEA_Scoping_Report.pdf). A 

further Environmental Report was produced in December 2014 ahead of the Regulation 14 Draft Plan consultation 

(https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/media/1628261/Abbeydore_Ewyas_Harold_Kentchurch_Env_Report.pdf). The Non-Technical Summary 

concluded: 

 

1.5 The December 2014 Environment Report was placed on the Herefordshire Council web site and consulted upon at the same time as the Regulation 

14 Draft Plan. An updated Environment Report has been prepared and published alongside this Consultation Statement and the other submission 

documents.  

https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/media/1128061/Ewyas_Harold_Abbeydore_Kentchurch__SEA_Scoping_Report.pdf
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/media/1628261/Abbeydore_Ewyas_Harold_Kentchurch_Env_Report.pdf
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2.0 Draft Neighbourhood Plan Development and Informal Public Consultation 

2.1 The Draft Neighbourhood Plan was prepared by a Steering Group of Parish Councillors representing the local Parish Councils as well three local 

residents. Local business, whilst not represented on the Steering Group offered support during the process and were consulted at regular intervals. 

The Steering Group reported at regular intervals to the Parish Councils and at appropriate times the Parish Councils approved drafts of the plan at 

key stages during its preparation. These approvals were minuted and made available through the usual channels. 

2.2 There has been widespread public consultation throughout the Plan preparation process which has informed the content and scope of the Plan. 

Much of this consultation ran in parallel with work on a parish Plan for Ewyas Harold This has included the following. 

  

Abbeydore and Bacton Group 

▪ Public Meeting to gather information from the local 

community, Abbeydore Village Hall 25th April 2013. A public 

meeting was held in the Abbeydore Village Hall on 25 April 2013 to 

introduce the Neighbourhood Development Plan to the community 

of Abbeydore and Bacton. The meeting was publicised by flyers on 

the Parish noticeboards (see opposite) and also sent by Royal Mail 

to every residence in the parish. This was a drop-in event ran from 

mid-afternoon until 8:00pm, light refreshments were available. This 

was an information gathering exercise to establish the initial 

thoughts and concerns of the community on the area’s future 

development. It was attended by over 60 people representing more 

than a third of the residences in the two parishes. A large map of 

the parishes of Abbeydore and Bacton was presented in the room, 

along with a variety of ways for people to note areas of particular interest and or concern. There were also liberal supplies of pens and papers and a 

suggestion box and participants were encouraged to leave their comments, either anonymously, or with their name attached. This would allow 

those people to be contacted directly about the preparation of the plan. People were also encouraged to leave their name and contact details as a 
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record of the participants. The principle outcome was the identification of the interests and concerns of the local community. These were collated 

from the post-it notes left on the map, the comments left in the suggestion box and the discussions as noted by the members of Abbeydore and 

Bacton Parish Council who attended. These comments formed the basis of the questionnaire described in the following paragraph.  

▪ Questionnaire to every resident of Abbeydore and Bacton October 2013. A questionnaire was distributed by Royal Mail to every residence in the 

parishes of Abbeydore and Bacton in the autumn of 2013. Each residence received two copies of the questionnaire plus an SAE to return them. It 

was made clear that further copies would be available if needed but no requests were made for further copies. The return date for the 

questionnaire was published in the Community News section of the Hereford Times one week before it was due to be returned. A total of 89 

questionnaires were returned, which represents just over 50 per cent of the residences in Abbeydore and Bacton (Appendices 3 and 4). In 

responding to the questionnaire residents also made a number of comments: 

Housing for children, grandchildren, ageing parents and local families. Affordable housing. 

Don’t need big expensive, need small affordable housing for families. 

No bungalows or mansions.  

Properties should be in keeping and harmony with surroundings.  

Red brick or Herefordshire stone.  

Heritage buildings to be conserved. 

There should be a visitors’ centre.  

There are sufficient facilities close by. 

Tennis courts/swimming pool but this should be in Ewyas Harold. 

Railway line, Bacton Wood for mountain biking. 

Plenty to attract tourists, need a central point for information. 
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Car parking. Tourist information centre. Site for caravans and camping.  

Ewyas Harold Group 

▪ 16th September 2010 - Public Meeting at The Pavilion, Ewyas Harold:  Parish Plan explained and Steering Group was appointed.  40 people attended: 

age range 28 – 70 years.  The Steering Group worked for the next three years to prepare Parish Plans for Ewyas Harold, Dulas, and Rowlestone with 

Llancillo. 

▪ Christmas Fair 2010 at the Memorial Hall, Ewyas Harold:  600 people attended coming from all the rural parishes as well as Ewyas Harold.  Age range 

3 – 84 years.   Members of the Steering Group engaged residents in conversation and comments were sought on a range of issues, such as:  housing 

needs, planning and development, education and recreation, transport, police and public safety, highways and road safety, economic development 

and the environment.  Results: Many residents were anxious about unwanted large housing development, others were concerned about: parking 

issues, school traffic chaos, drainage and flooding, recycling and the poor bus service. 

Memorial Hall consultation (Liz Overstall) 
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▪ 15th December 2010 – Dulas Parish Consultation at the Barn, Dulas, to consider local issues for Parish Plan.  Refreshments were provided.  Maps 

and boards were displayed, and a short questionnaire was distributed to stimulate discussion.  Subjects included housing needs, planning and 

development, education and recreation, transport, police and public safety, highways and road safety, economic development and environmental 

issues.   Results:  Local issues identified for inclusion into the Questionnaire included the dangerous state of the Dulas Road. 

▪ 16th December 2010 - Rowlestone and Llancillo Parishes Consultation at Rowlestone Village Hall:  to consider local issues for Parish Plan. 

Refreshments were provided.  Maps and boards were displayed, and a short questionnaire was distributed to stimulate discussion.  Subjects 

included housing needs, planning and development, education and recreation, transport, police and public safety, highways and road safety, 

economic development and environmental issues.   Results:  Local issues identified for inclusion into the Questionnaire included poorly maintained 

roads with few passing places.  

▪ Primary School Mapping Exercise June 2011 Conducted at Ewyas Harold Primary School and led by Herefordshire Council Youth Team with 

assistance of teachers.  A sense of belonging and love of the village was obvious from the children’s conversation.  A substantial amount of art work 

was produced for an end-of-term Public Exhibition. 
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School Consultation 2014 (Liz Overstall) 

▪ Youth Electronic Survey Consultation June 2011   led by Herefordshire Council Youth Team working with Youth Club.  Thirty young people took 

part:  14 male and 16 female, Age range:  11 to 20 years.  (53.3% aged 11-13:  36.7% aged 14-16 years and 10% over 17 years).  Issues raised 

demonstrated the isolation of young people in rural areas.  Lack of local amenity provision for their age-group means they must travel 16 miles to 

Hereford to enjoy normal sports and social activities.  Unfortunately the bus service is slow, infrequent, and expensive.  Youngsters agreed they 

would like to see Pontrilas Station re-opened to give them swift access to city facilities. Again addressing isolation issues, the young people wanted 

better internet connection and better mobile phone service. (This service has seriously deteriorated since 2011).  There was a wide range of “wish 
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list” items, with suggestions such as Cycle Paths, Archery, and Zip Wires.  Despite the rural isolation issues uncovered, the youngsters said they liked 

living in Ewyas Harold, but said that - most of all – they wanted a place to “hang out” and meet with each other. 

▪ Questionnaire to every resident July 2011:  A Questionnaire was distributed and collected by reply-paid mail. There was a response rate of 31%.  A 

report based on the data acquired from the questionnaire was then prepared by Herefordshire Council Research Team, and a Draft Parish Plan was 

written on the basis of this information.  See HC report at:  http://issuu.com/swhcfrs/docs/ewyas_harold_questionnaire_report-

issue_2?e=4503655/6436738 

▪ Public Meeting 3rd March 2012 at 10am at the Memorial Hall, Ewyas Harold to discuss the Ewyas Harold Draft Parish Plan, which was made 

available for study, mounted on boards around the hall with facilities for comment. 46 residents attended. Refreshments served.  Comments from 

this meeting are available online at http://ewyasharoldparishplan.wordpress.com/method/meetings/about/  Comments were used to make final 

adjustments to the plan.  The Ewyas Harold Parish Plan was subsequently published and adopted and can be seen at: 

http://ewyasharoldparishplan.wordpress.com/the-parish-plan/draft-pp/ 

▪ Public Meeting 15th March 2012 7.00pm, at The Barn, Dulas, to discuss Dulas Draft Parish Plan.  11 people attended out of a population of 40 

residents. Many residents live at Dulas Court Residential Care Home and are unable to participate in public life, so this was a reasonable turn-out. 

(The age range at the meeting was 50 to 70+).  Refreshments were provided.  The Dulas Parish Plan was discussed and approved by those present. 

It was agreed that little or no housing development was wanted.  Results: The Dulas Parish Plan was subsequently published and adopted and can 

be seen at: http://ewyasharoldparishplan.wordpress.com/the-parish-plan/dulas-parish-plan/ 

A Group Parishes Questionnaire provoked general discussion. 

▪ Public Meeting on 16th March 2012 at Rowlestone Village Hall to discuss Rowlestone and Llancillo Draft Parish Plan.  15 people attended from a 

population of 80 residents (The age range was 40-70+).  Refreshments were provided.  A Group Parishes Questionnaire provoked general 

discussion.  Results:  The overwhelming majority said that they wished the rural nature of the parish to be maintained and said that there had been 

too much “windfall” development through change-of-use of barns to residential dwellings.  This had increased traffic on the single track road 

leading to the village causing problems and the need for more passing places.  Whilst appreciating the need for housing provision for local people, 

they agreed that affordable and market housing would be better sited in Ewyas Harold. The Rowlestone and Llancillo Parish Plan was subsequently 

published and adopted and can be seen at:http://ewyasharoldparishplan.wordpress.com/the-parish-plan/rowlestone-llancillo-parish-plan/     

http://issuu.com/swhcfrs/docs/ewyas_harold_questionnaire_report-issue_2?e=4503655/6436738
http://issuu.com/swhcfrs/docs/ewyas_harold_questionnaire_report-issue_2?e=4503655/6436738
http://ewyasharoldparishplan.wordpress.com/method/meetings/about/
http://ewyasharoldparishplan.wordpress.com/the-parish-plan/draft-pp/
http://ewyasharoldparishplan.wordpress.com/the-parish-plan/rowlestone-llancillo-parish-plan/
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▪ School Event 13th July 2014:  Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee members attended to distribute and explain a Public Consultation 

Questionnaire (presented in a newsletter – Appendix 5).  The forthcoming Public Meeting on 15th July 2014 was given publicity. Four questions were 

asked:   

o Should the Settlement Boundary be maintained?   

o What green spaces should never be built on, and need protection? 

o What local views of special interest or beauty need protection from development blight? 

o What buildings, historic or otherwise, need protection because they are important to the community or of special interest. 

Results: 61 adults and children attended.  The Questionnaire provoked discussion and offers of help for EHGPC.  Additional suggestions were made 

regarding traffic flow, which were forwarded to EHGPC.  Many people from this event also attended the next event. 

▪ Public Meeting Memorial Hall 15th July 2014  Steering Group members from all the parishes involved in the Neighbourhood Plan set up individual 

stalls,  Maps of the Neighbourhood Plan area were displayed and visitors were invited to make general comments as well as answer the specific 

questions outlined in the Consultation Questionnaire/Newsletter (See above).  82 people attended.  (Age range: 6 to 85 years).  Results:  The Ewyas 

Harold Steering Group members were able to advise EHGPC on the Settlement Boundary issue.  A list of green spaces, views and special buildings 

that might require protection was made.  Further information and opinion of a wide of issues related to all the parishes involved in the 

Neighbourhood Plan was acquired (Appendix 6). 
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▪ Public Meeting, November 2014 – meeting held so 

people could discuss the emerging Draft NDP (Appendix 7). 

Kentchurch 

▪ Public Meeting to gather information from the 

local community in Kentchurch, 3 July 2013. 

▪ Questionnaire to every resident of Kentchurch 

October/November 2013 – for a copy and results from the 

questionnaire see Appendices 8 and 9. 

Local Businesses and Service Providers 

▪ During the plan’s preparation, local businesses and 

service providers were consulted and a number placed 

posters and copies of documents for perusal in their 

premises, including: Mailes Butchers, Ewyas Harold PO 

Stores, The Dog Pub, The Temple Bar, Doctors Surgery, 

Morgans Garage, The Library, The Memorial Hall and 

Ewyas Harold Primary School. 

 

 

Informal NDP Consultation November/December 2014 

In winter 2014 an informal consultation was held across the seven parishes on the emerging Draft NDP. This involved wide publicity, use of the Ewyas 

Harold web site and mailings to individuals and groups on the mailing list. 
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The informal consultation yielded 25 responses these covered the following matters of detail and, where considered appropriate they were taken on 

board in preparing the Regulation 14 draft of the NDP (Appendix 10):  

 

• Much work has gone into this but there are major weaknesses. Some phrases/words used are meaningless-e.g. "sustainability".  Ewyas Harold is 

not a place for green experimentation. It is a low wage area and most of the green suggestions would put the price of property well beyond that 

local people could afford. For example, EH2 recommends the use of old stone tiles, I have no idea where they would come from in this area and 

I have lived here for seventy years. If you want affordable housing you will have to forget the green nonsense.  

i Flyer and poster advertsing informal consultation 
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• The presence of the training area which pollutes in every way, means that you might as well leave all statements relating to the above out. 

What a pity that the camp does not come within normal planning rules.  

 

• I am generally very supportive of the policies and proposals in the draft plan. However, I would like to emphasise the importance of maintaining 

a rural character when seeking the road and pedestrian improvements which are suggested (particularly in objectives 10 & 7). The usual style of 

tarmac pavements will tend to create a much too urban feel in a rural village. So design needs to be very carefully thought out.  

• The restriction that any new development be built on the same footprint as the previous one where one existed before is unduly restrictive and 

does not allow for the reasonable growth in facilities that would be expected of a modern residence. 

• What is meant by the phrase “residential amenity” and can it be defined more clearly. 

• There appears to be no policy regarding keeping security lights on and this can be an issue for dark skies. 

• There are persistent rumours that development is not allowed in the proximity of the SAS training camp. Can this be resolved please.  

• What is the definition of “affordable housing”? 

• Referring to the proposal to build 38 houses at Land at Callowside.  Where does this number 38 come from?  I thought it was half that. 

• Proposed land for development opposite the Fire Station (Callowside) is marshy and prone to rain-activated springs. 

• Better infrastructure needed to promote/allow home working and businesses:  fibre optics. 

• School hall not able to accommodate parents for Nativity, and other school performances.  Outside space at school not fully utilized. 

• Would it be possible to operate a simplified “park and ride” system to and from the school?  As a temporary or permanent measure, maybe 

from the Memorial Hall. 

• Potential new school site.  Brilliant idea!  Will solve a lot of vehicle problems in Ewyas Harold centre. 

• Overcrowded School.  School hall not big enough to house parents for school performances, just for one class let alone whole school 

• Rail Link. Much better for Hereford traffic. Much better for young people, links to Newport, Cardiff and Bristol. Better for tourism. This should 

be a much higher priority. 

• Better infrastructure equals more home working e.g. fibreoptics 
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3.0 Formal Consultation on the Draft Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold, Dulas, Llancillo, Rowlestone and Kentchurch 

Parishes Neighbourhood Development Plan 16th February 2015 to 30th March 2015 

3.1 The public consultation on the Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold, Dulas, Llancillo, Rowlestone and Kentchurch Parishes Draft Neighbourhood Plan 

was carried out in accordance with The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (SI No. 637) Part 5 Pre-submission consultation and 

publicity, paragraph 14.  This states that:  

Before submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying body must—  

(a) publicise, in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live, work or carry on business in the neighbourhood area 

(i) details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan; 

(ii) details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan may be inspected; 

(iii) details of how to make representations; and 

(iv) the date by which those representations must be received, being not less than 6 weeks from the date on which the draft proposal is first 

publicised; 

(b) consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests the qualifying body considers may be affected by 

the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan; and 

(c) send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the local planning authority. 

 

3.2 The Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold, Dulas, Llancillo, Rowlestone and Kentchurch Parishes Draft Neighbourhood Plan was published for formal 

consultation for 6 weeks formal Public Consultation from 16th February to 30th March 2015.  The revised Draft Scoping Report for Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the Neighbourhood Plan also was published for consultation with Historic England, Natural England and the 

Environment Agency by Herefordshire Council when the Draft Plan was published. 
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3.3 The Draft Neighbourhood Plan and a copy of the Response Form were available for viewing and downloading from http://neighplan.wordpress.com  

 A link was provided from Herefordshire Council’s website https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/neighbourhood-

planning/submitted-draft-plans-and-adopted-neighbourhood-development-plans .  Screenshots of these web pages are provided in Appendix 11.   

3.4 Consultation responses were invited using the Response Form (Appendix 12). The Response Forms also were made available on request from local 

members of the Steering Group as follows: 

• Abbeydore and Bacton: Toby Murcott on 01981 240 933 or tobymurcott@gmail.com 

• Ewyas Harold: Carla Boyles on 01432 271209 or clerk@ewyasharoldgpc.org 

• Kentchurch: John Pring on 01981 240564 or gwrstation04@tesco.net 

3.5 The Response forms could be completed online at online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TC63R7S or completed by hand and returned to the 

collection box in Ewyas Harold Shop or Pontrilas Post Office. 

3.6 An e-mail or letter was sent to all Consultation Bodies, providing information about the consultation dates, and the locations where the Draft Plan 

and accompanying documents could be viewed and downloaded.  Copies of the letters were sent or emailed out to local businesses and local 

community organisations.  Respondents were invited to complete the Response Form and to submit completed forms / other comments by email or 

by post to the Parish Clerk.  A copy of the letter and the complete list of Consultation Bodies and other groups / organisations consulted is provided 

in Appendix 13. The list of Consultation Bodies was kindly provided by Herefordshire Council. 

3.7 The consultation process was also promoted in the following ways:  

• Delivery of a postcard to all households and local businesses 

http://neighplan.wordpress.com/
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/neighbourhood-planning/submitted-draft-plans-and-adopted-neighbourhood-development-plans
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/neighbourhood-planning/submitted-draft-plans-and-adopted-neighbourhood-development-plans
mailto:tobymurcott@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@ewyasharoldgpc.org
mailto:gwrstation04@tesco.net
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TC63R7S
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• Display of a flyer on Parish Council notice boards 

3.8 A copy of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan was submitted to Herefordshire Council.  
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4.0 Summary of Consultation Responses to the Regulation 14 Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan 

4.1 In total, 15 respondents, including Herefordshire Council, made comments or objections on the Regulation 14 Draft Neighbourhood Development 

Plan.  

4.2 Table 1 below sets out summaries of the responses submitted to the Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan, together with information about how 

these responses have been considered by the Parish Councils and how these decisions have then informed the amendments to the Submission 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. Table 2 sets out the response from Herefordshire council and the Parish Councils’ response.  
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Table 1 Summary of Consultation Responses and Consideration of Responses, Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold, Dulas, Llancillo, Rowlestone 

and Kentchurch Parishes Regulation 14 Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

1 Coal Authority  As you will be aware the neighbourhood plan area 

is outside of the defined coalfield and therefore The 

Coal Authority has no specific comments to make 

on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Noted. No change. 

2 Natural England 2a – SEA/HRA 1.  The NE response confirms that the NDP meets 

the requirements of SEA and national regulations 

2.  The response also agrees there is no need for full 

Habitats Regulations Screening Assessment.  

Additional general information on NDPs and 

evidence sources is provided 

Natural England’s comments 

on the SEA/HRA are noted 

and welcomed. The advice 

and evidence sources are 

also noted and have and will 

be used to inform drafts of 

the NDP. 

2 Natural England  2b – G3 Protecting 

and enhancing the 

landscape of the 

Golden Valley 

Suggest amendments to the policy: change the first 

sentence to make clear that all development 

proposals must demonstrate compliance.   

Plan to be amended to take 

account of these comments. 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

Also suggest amending the last criterion to read:  “h. 

They will not have an adverse impact on priority 

habitats, ancient woodlands or watercourses”. 

2 Natural England  2c G4 - Design "Proposals may present opportunities to 

incorporate features  

such as roosting opportunities for bats,  

the installation of bird nest boxes or the use of 

native species in the landscape planting and we  

suggest consideration is given to inclusion of these 

measures within the Design Policy" 

Add new criterion to design 

policy to address the issue 

raised. 

2 Natural England  2d G4 – Flooding  Suggest Policy includes reference to Sustainable 

Drainage Systems. 

Amend to include reference 

to Sustainable Drainage 

Systems. 

2 Natural England 2e G7 – Golden 
Valley Green 
Infrastructure 

1. Consider Sustainable Drainage systems and re-

naturalising watercourses as part of flood control. 

  

2.  Suggest inclusion of "Creation of appropriate 

priority habitat" changing section b to "providing 

Amend to take into account 

points 2 and 3. Point 1 

addressed in other policies of 

the plan. 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

onsite new Green Infrastructure including priority 

habitat where possible." 

 

3.   Consider identifying potential areas to be 

targeted for the creation of wildlife corridors, to 

improve connectivity between habitats. 

2 Natural England 2f G10 – Dark Skies  Policy welcomed. Include reference to bats. Add sentence to 

Background/Justification. 

2 Natural England 2g EH2 – Housing 
Design in Ewyas 
Harold and 
Rowlestone 

Supporting comment. Support noted. 

2 Natural England 2h EH3 – 
Development 
Affecting Highways 
and Streetscapes 

Supporting comment. Support noted. 

3 R Davies 3a – general 

comment 

Impact on and of the military training area not 

considered in plan. 

Comment noted. The plan 

does not seek to address this 

issue. Where appropriate 

plan-wide and other 

development plan policies 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

will manage development in 

this area. 

4 Severn Trent 

Water 

4 a – general 

comment 

Broadly welcomes the NDP.  Generally, no problems 

foreseen but cannot comment further unless 

specific development proposal data available. 

Comment noted. No change 

to the plan. 

5 V Philips 5a – no comment No comment Noted. No change. 

6 English Heritage 

(now Historic 

England) 

6a – heritage assets Broadly supportive of the content of the 
document.   
 
Some detailed comments on terminology.  
 
Replace “historic asset” with “Heritage Asset”.  
 
Use “Historic Environment Record” (HER) and not 
“Herefordshire Council’s Monuments Record”.  
 
Replace “assets listed by English Heritage” with 
“National Heritage List for England”. 
 

Amend use of terminology in 

plan. 

7 B Lloyd 7a – G8 – Highways 

and Transport 

Respondent suggests grassed area opposite Dore 

Abbey be surfaced for car parking. 

Comment noted. If such a 

proposal came forward it 

could be assessed against the 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

plan-wide and design policies 

of the plan. No change. 

7 B Lloyd 7b – general 

comment 

Identifies a shortage of footways in Abbeydore and 

the safety issues that arise from this. 

Comment noted. If such a 

proposal came forward it 

could be assessed against the 

plan-wide and design policies 

of the plan. No change 

8 Environment 

Agency 

8a – evidence base Evidence Base: comment on the Strategic Flood Risk 

Assessment (SFRA) and Water Cycle Study (WCS).   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence Base: comment 

noted but this is directed to 

Herefordshire Council’s 

Neighbourhood Plan team – 

no change to the NDP. 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

   Flood Risk and Surface Water Management: The 

plan provides overarching policies and then a series 

of area specific policies for each of the Parishes. Of 

specific consideration, to matters within our remit, 

Policy G5 seeks to address the issue of flood risk 

which impacts upon a number of the Parishes, 

notably Ewyas Harold. The plan confirms that Ewyas 

Harold will be the main focus for housing.  

 

Comment noted. No change. 

8 Environment 
Agency 

8b – Policy G3 – 
Protecting and 
enhancing the 
Landscape of the 
Golden Valley 

Policy G3 – Protecting and enhancing the 

Landscape of the Golden Valley: welcome reference 

to improving water quality (Point H) in Policy G3. 

Suggest re-wording to: “opportunities, where 

appropriate, should help to conserve and enhance 

watercourses and riverside habitats. Where 

necessary, this should be through management and 

mitigation measures for the improvement and/or 

enhancement of water quality and habitat of any 

Policy G3: amend plan to take 

account of this comment – 

now see Policy G1i. 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

aquatic environment in or adjoining the 

development site. “ 

8 Environment Agency 8c – Policy G5 – 
Flooding 

Policy G5 – Flooding: This Policy focuses on surface 

water management, drainage and reducing the 

consequences of flooding. The wording does not 

discourage development in areas of high risk but 

rather ‘reducing the consequences’ and  

‘facilitating recovery’. These points appear to 

suggest that development in areas of flood risk is 

acceptable which is contrary to National and Local 

Planning Policy.  

  

In consideration of the limited scope of 

development within the plan area, and plan period, 

we would expect to see all housing, schools, etc 

located within Flood Zone 1, the low risk Zone.  

  

Policy G5: amend policy to 

ensure that it is clear it does 

not replace the tests in the 

NPPF. 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

We would therefore expect Policy G5 to confirm 

that all built development will be located within 

Flood Zone 1 and that it should accord with existing 

planning policy, in this instance the National 

Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) and Herefordshire 

Council’s Core Strategy (inc. SFRA and WCS).   

8 Environment Agency 8d – Policy EH1 – 
Housing in Ewyas 
Harold 

Policy EH1 – Housing in Ewyas Harold. As stated 

above Ewyas Harold is impacted by Fluvial flooding 

from the Dulas Brook and River Dore. Section H of 

this Policy seeks to ensure that development will 

not be at significant risk of flooding and can 

demonstrate there will be no increased risk of 

flooding elsewhere. As stated above we would 

expect all housing in Ewyas Harold to be located 

within Flood Zone 1, the low risk zone, and Policy 

EH1 should reflect this. It is noted that discussions 

were held around the possibility of changing the 

settlement boundary, an option that was 

Policy EH1: comment noted 

the plan does not allocate 

sites, not does it seek to 

replace national policy. The 

policy is a criteria based 

policy to assess development 

proposals in the settlement 

boundary – national policy 

would still be applicable. 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

discounted. However, potential development sites 

in the current settlement boundary, including the 

proposed primary school, are impacted by flooding 

from the Dulas Brook. In light of this it would be 

prudent to reconsider the settlement boundary to 

ensure that development can be accommodated on 

land at the lowest level of flood risk.  

 

8 Environment Agency 8e – Policy EH4 –
Ewyas Harold 
Primary School 

Policy EH4 – Ewyas Harold Primary School: We note 

that the plan proposes locating the primary school 

on land adjacent to the Dulas Brook (Main River). 

This site is partially located within Flood Zone 3, the 

high risk Zone. Bullet-point ‘H’ confirms that any 

new school would be “subject to an appropriate 

flood risk assessment and, where necessary, 

incorporate suitable mitigation measures”. 

However we would strongly recommend that an 

alternative site, at a lower risk of flooding, is sought. 

Policy EH4: further work 

necessary to consider 

alternative sites and to 

address “sequential test”. 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

In line with national planning policy guidance 

residential establishments are classified as ‘more 

vulnerable’. I have attached a copy of the Flood 

Map for your information.  

  

Any developer will need to satisfy the Sequential 

Test to demonstrate that there are no other 

available sites for the school on land at a lower level 

of flood risk. Any FRA would also need to 

demonstrate that the development is safe and will 

not increase flood risk to third parties post 

development. The Policy does confirm that the 

development will be subject to a FRA but the 

concern is that there is not scope on the site to 

accommodate a new school safely without 

increasing flood risk to existing properties.  
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

In relation to Herefordshire Councils Core Strategy 

(SD3 – Sustainable Water Management) the 

proposed school would need to be safe for the 

lifetime of the development with a requirement to 

reduce flood risk through the inclusion of flood 

storage compensation measures, or provide similar 

betterment to enhance the local flood risk regime. 

In consideration of the above, and the flood risk to 

the site, it would be hard to demonstrate that the 

site will be safe and will not increase flood risk 

elsewhere. Policy EH1 raises this as a significant 

constraint for housing and, in planning policy, 

schools fall under the same classification. Therefore 

Policy EH4 and EH1 seem to contradict each other 

in flood risk terms.  

 



Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch Neighbourhood Development Plan Consultation Statement, June 2017 

31 
 

Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

8 Environment Agency 8f – Future EA Flood 
Works 

Future Environment Agency Flood Works: The 

Environment Agency are currently undertaking 

feasibility and design work to reduce flooding from 

the Dulas Brook. If a scheme is viable the earliest 

construction will start is beyond 2021. The scheme 

could reduce flood risk to 30 properties. Estimated 

cost is £710,000, and partnership funding 

contributions would be required. The scheme is to 

be led by the Environment Agency. It should be 

noted that any potential scheme would be to 

reduce flooding to existing properties and not to 

facilitate new development.   

Future Environment Agency 

Flood Works: comment 

noted, no change. 

 

8 Environment Agency 8g – Foul Water 
Drainage 

Foul Water Drainage: There is no mention within 

the Plan to foul drainage infrastructure. All new 

development throughout the Plan area should be 

assessed against the capacity of local infrastructure. 

In this instance we would expect consultation with 

Welsh Water to ensure that the scale of 

Foul Water Drainage: 

comment noted, no change. 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

development can be accommodated. As you are 

aware, as part of the WSC update/addendum, an 

assessment of Sewage Treatment Works within the 

County was undertaken with data collated by both 

Welsh Water and ourselves. The Plan should make 

reference to this information to provide 

reassurance that there is adequate foul 

infrastructure to accommodate growth throughout 

the plan period. Whilst, due to the limited scale of 

development proposed, this is unlikely to cause 

problems clarification should be sought and 

provided in any future revisions to the Plan.   

9  Woodland Trust 9a – general 

comment 

Tree planting:  require a street tree for each new 

house 

Comment noted. This issue is 

covered in general plan and 

village design policies. 

9  Woodland Trust 9b – Policy G3 Insert "ancient woodland and ancient veteran 

trees" into criterion (d). 

Amend to include references 

to ancient woodland veteran 
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

trees in landscape and design 

policies. 

9  Woodland Trust 9c – Policy EH2 Criterion (g) new street tree for each new home Comment noted. Amend as 

appropriate but this will not 

be made a requirement. 

9  Woodland Trust 9d – Policy K1 Insert "ancient woodland and ancient and veteran 

trees" into criterion (f). 

Amend as suggested. Now 

covered by plan-wide 

policies. 

10 Office of Rail 

Regulation 

10a – general 

comment 

NDP has no impact on the mainline rail network. Noted. No change 

11 JCPC (Mrs Wright) 11a – Policy EH4 This representation seeks an amendment to Policy 

EH4 to provide housing as well as a school on the 

allocated site. 

Comment noted. No change. 

The NDP does not seek to 

allocate housing sites. 

N.B. May 2017 update 

following advice from 

Environment Agency and the 

AECOM Report the site 

allocation has been deleted.  
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Respondent 

Number 

Respondent Response 

Reference 

Summary Response and Change to 

Plan 

12 JCPC (Mrs Forbes) 12a – Ewyas Harold 

settlement 

boundary 

Wants settlement boundary redrawn to permit 1 

house. 

No change to settlement 

boundary.  

13 Savills (Kentchurch 

Estate)  

13a – general 

comment 

Comment on description of Kentchurch Estate Comment noted. 

14 Dore Abbey 14a - tourism Include a tourism reference in the Abbeydore 

section of the plan. 

Comment noted. Include in 

G4 justification. 
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Table 2. Consultation Responses and Consideration of Responses on Regulation 14 Draft 

Neighbourhood Plan received from Herefordshire Council. 

 

 

 

Abbeydore and Bacton Group, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch 
Neighbourhood Plan  

Regulation 14 – Draft January 2015 

Herefordshire Council Service Providers responses – March 2015. 

Please find attached additional comments from a number of Herefordshire Council service providers 
to the Draft Abbeydore and Bacton Group, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch Neighbourhood 
Plan. If you have any queries regarding the comments or issues raised below, please contact the 
Neighbourhood Planning team in the first instance.  

 

• Neighbourhood Planning, Development Management and Planning Policy 

Below are combined comments from the Planning teams, the comments related to the practicality 
of the policy in relation to development management usage and relation to general conformity 
with the Core Strategy and its requirements. Please note that proposed modification to the Core 
Strategy have been published and could have an impact on policies are currently worded. 

Page 
Number/Policy 

Initial Herefordshire Council Response Parish Council Consideration 
and Response 

Fig3, Fig 4 and 
Fig 5 

Update SEA maps to correspond with 
those within the SEA report 

Amend to latest SEA maps 

Para 4.2 The Proposed Modifications to the Core 
Strategy indicate that proportional growth 
will be based on parish dwelling totals 
rather than the number of dwelling within 
the named villages. Therefore a review of 
the indicative housing target should be 
undertaken to ensure general conformity 
with the Core Strategy ‘basic condition’. 
The Modifications also reiterate that the 
targets are not a cap. 

Review indicative target based on 
up to date completions and 
planning permissions. Agree 
figures with Herefordshire Council. 
Comment on target being a 
minimum noted. 

 There are numerous references in text and 
photographs regarding a list of green areas 
needing protection. However, this list does 

Map local green spaces. 
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Page 
Number/Policy 

Initial Herefordshire Council Response Parish Council Consideration 
and Response 

not appear in policy the appendix or on any 
proposal maps for protection.  

Para 5.12 The Proposed Modification to the Core 
Strategy suggests amendments to Policy 
RA2 which would remove the restrictive 
criteria for Abbeydore and Bacton  

Revise plan in light of adopted 
Core Strategy. See revised plan 
and Basic Condition Statement 

Policy AB1 Policy will need to be reviewed to ensure 
continuing conformity with the revised 
Policy RA2 within the Core Strategy as 
criteria I to l and size restrictions are no 
longer in the conformity with revised RA2 
within the Core Strategy.  

Revise plan in light of adopted 
Core Strategy. See revised plan 
and Basic Condition Statement 

EH Objectives 
6-9 

It is not clear from the text whether 
previous comments regarding infrastructure 
have been taken on board. There are some 
large infrastructure projects included within 
the plan – are these realistic and 
achievable by 2031? It  was suggested that 
an infrastructure list is included at the end 
of the plan outlining delivery mechanism. 
On some of the large transport projects 
consultation with Transportation and 
Highways is still recommended.  

Comments noted. These remain 
key issues in the area and have 
been raised in consultation. No 
change to the plan. 

Para 6.6 Review text in accordance with the 
modifications to Policy RA2. Modifications 
permit the distribution of the overall growth 
target within the parish to the discretion of 
the parish council if there is more than one 
RA2 settlement within the area. ie growth 
can be redistributed from Rowlestone to the 
other RA2 settlements within the parish and 
be in conformity with the Core Strategy 
policy.  

Para 6.6 and Policy G1 are in conflict at 
present as Rowlestone is not listed within 
the settlements highlighted within Policy 
G1.  

Review policy in line with adopted 
Core Strategy. Possibility of 
redistribution acknowledged but 
NDP policy will reflect size, role 
and function of Rowlestone. 

Policy EH1 Criteria i will require a review in line with 
the suggested modification for Policy H1. 
Affordable housing can no longer be 
requested on sites of less than 10 units. 

Bring criterion (i) in to line with 
national and strategic planning 
policy. 
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Page 
Number/Policy 

Initial Herefordshire Council Response Parish Council Consideration 
and Response 

Policy EH1 Evidence will be required to demonstrate 
that the settlement boundary as defined is 
capacity of delivering the required growth to 
be in conformity with the Core Strategy. 
Modifications to policy RA2 indicate that 
this would be via site allocations or clear 
evidence of deliverable of capacity. 

Existing commitments are not shown on the 
map or listed within the document to 
demonstrate deliverable capacity and the 
justification to retain the existing tightly 
drawn settlement boundary from the UDP. 
The new settlement boundary should be 
drawn to take account of existing 
commitments.  

Update housing evidence and 
discuss with Herefordshire Council 
to demonstrate delivery 

Policy EH4 Criteria b and c are superfluous if this is a 
site allocation. The inclusion of the 
recommendation from the SEA report is 
welcomed.  

Comments noted. May 2017 
update – site has since been 
deleted. 

Policy K1 Criteria i will require a review in line with 
the suggested modification for Policy H1. 
Affordable housing can no longer be 
requested on sites of less than 10 units. 

If a settlement boundary is not defined then 
a clear definition will be required within the 
plan of the relationship between Policy K1 
and G1. ie what will constitute the village of 
Pontrilas and then the open countryside in 
policy terms.  

Evidence will be required to demonstrate 
that there is the capacity to deliver the 
required growth to be in conformity with the 
Core Strategy. Modifications to policy RA2 
indicate that this would be via site 
allocations or clear evidence of deliverable 
of capacity. 

Update housing evidence and 
discuss with Herefordshire Council 
to demonstrate delivery. 
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• Transportation and Highways 

Page 
Number/Policy 

Initial Herefordshire Council 
Response 

Parish Council Consideration 
and Response 

Objective  

Improvement to 
Trappe House 
corner on 
Abbeydore Road 

No previous request was received by 
BBLP concerning any issues and this 
problem has not been previously raised 
by the parish council 

Comment noted. The NDP is an 
ideal opportunity to highlight and 
bring to the notice of 
Herefordshire Council this issue. 

Objective  

Install pedestrian 
road bridge across 
A465  

 

A request for pedestrian crossings 
and/or refuges was received by BBLP. 
Issues were voiced by the Parish Council 
when the Pontrilas post office was 
closed.  Pedestrians were crossing the 
A465 to use the facilities at Ewyas 
Harold.  The request was included on the 
Traffic Management ranking list. This 
scheme was put on the ranking list to be 
reviewed/look at if any future works are 
possible. This scheme is included in the 
BBLP ranking list for the 2015/16 annual 
plan, however this is funding dependant.  

Comment noted. No change to 
the plan. 

Objective 

Improve vehicular 
turning on/off 
A465/Rowlestone 
Road 

No previous request was received by 
BBLP concerning any issues and this 
problem has not been previously raised 
by the parish council 

Comment noted. The NDP is an 
ideal opportunity to highlight and 
bring to the notice of 
Herefordshire Council this issue. 

Policy G4 g. Access and highway safety, including 
the provision of new and improved 
pedestrian footpaths and footways, 
permissive pedestrian rights of way and 
cyclepaths, and provide safe pedestrian 
and cycle road crossings where required. 

Consideration given to additional criteria 

h. Particular regard should be given to 
supporting the local development of a 
long distance walking and cycling route 
between Pontrials and Hay-on-Wye 
(Golden Valley Cycleway) 

i Safeguarding the National Cycle 
Network (NCN) Route 46 between 
Hereford and Abergavenny with its 
branches to Pontrilas and Skenfrith 

Amend criterion (g) to include 
“footways”. 

Comments on new criteria noted 
but these are not considered to 
be appropriate or relevant to a 
plan-wide design policy. 



Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Consultation Statement, June 2017 

39 
 

(NCN Route 426)which passes through 
Kentchurch and would link to a future 
Golden Valley route. 

Policy G8 Consideration given to adding extra 
criteria 

e. measures to encourage active travel 
and public transport use 

This is already covered in 
criterion (d). 

AB1 Consideration given to adding extra 
criteria 

(After h). Includes infrastructure that 
encourages active travel modes 

This is already covered in plan-
wide policy G8. 

Para 6.2 • Improve all aspects of road safety and 
maintenance including walking and 
cycling pedestrian crossings, paths  and 
pavements 

• Reduce traffic congestion 

• Improve transport network especially 
elements that encourage active travel 
modes 

Comments noted but the aims 
were identified through 
community consultation and are 
considered to adequately 
address these matters. 

Policy EH3 c) Include walking and cycling routes, 
providing safe road crossings where 
required; 

d) Includes links to existing walking and 
cycling routes and potential alignments 
of a Golden Valley Cycleway 

(Compatibility with G4 h. & EH4) 

Amend as suggested. 

Policy K1 (After e). Include infrastructure that 
encourages active travel modes 

This is already covered in plan-
wide policy G8. 

Traffic calming 
references: Policy 
G8, para 5.3 

A new “Parish Safer Village Initiative” 
has been in the early stages of 
development over the last 18 months 
with ongoing “trials” with the village of 
Bosbury. Based around a “no cost to the 
authority” / parish funded approach, this 
will enable Parishes to actively develop 
highway proposals aimed at changing 
the road environment through their 
village and fit with their aspirations for 
the area, in terms of traffic behaviour and 
perceived safety concerns. With 
assistance from Herefordshire Council / 
BBLP these proposals aim to develop a 

Comments noted, No change to 
the plan. 
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new, alternative “shared space” style 
approach to the traditional highway 
features used. It will also be based 
around the introduction where 
appropriate of new “village gateway” 
schemes, backed by the understanding 
and signed agreement with 
Herefordshire Council / BBLP that 
Parishes will self-fund the purchase, 
installation and ongoing maintenance of 
these measures for the future. This will 
also be promoted as a suitable approach 
in order to utilise Section 106 developer 
contributions which may be forthcoming 
pending new development proposals 
coming in through the existing Planning / 
Development Control process 

Public transport-rail 
and bus; para 6.3 

The levels of bus service for the area is 
ample for the demand, however should it 
increase we will amend accordingly. 
However the continued bus service 
provision is dependent on residents 
making use of them.  

As regards aspirations to reopen 
Pontrilas Station local members to the 
area have previously advised residents 
there is no business case for it and if it 
did go ahead it would generate more 
demand for development in the area 
spoiling the rural nature of the villages.  

There is an X4 Cardiff – Abergavenny – 
Hereford bus service serving Pontrilas 
and connecting with buses for Ewyas 
Harold, Abbeydore. Additionally any 
reopening of Pontrilas Station will make 
the bus services unviable causing many 
villages to lose their bus service. 

Comments noted. The re-
opening of the station remains a 
long-term local aspiration – no 
change to the plan.  

Road safety and 
school related: para 
6.3,  

The school is very active regarding road 
safety and we attend regularly to deliver 
road safety education to the children. We 
did help the school set up a walking bus 
in the past from the village hall to the 
school. They would have liked to have a 
walking bus route from the north side of 
the village along Pontrilas Road and 
Dark Lane but the lack of pavements, 
poor sight lines and no refuge areas 
meant that this was not viable. The same 
issues mean that we have not been able 

Comments noted, No change to 
the plan. 
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The following comments were also received none of which were considered to necessitate a change 
to the plan. 

 

• Environmental Health 

Ewyas Harold 

The plan has identified a site for a new primary school (Policy EH4) as identified in pink on 
the plan and I would make the following comments in relation to contaminated land issues 
only : 

The site identified appears from a review of Ordnance survey historical plans to have no 
previous historic potentially contaminative uses. However please see “General Comments” 
below. 

Abbeydore, Bacton, Dulas, Llancillo, Rowlestone and Kentchurch 

My understanding is that no other specific sites have been identified in this plan and as such I 
would advise: 

General comments: 

Developments such as hospitals, homes and schools may be considered ‘sensitive’ and as 
such consideration should be given to risk from contamination notwithstanding any 
comments. Please note that the above does not constitute a detailed investigation or desk 
study to consider risk from contamination. Should any information about the former uses of 
the proposed development areas be available I would recommend they be submitted for 
consideration as they may change the comments provided.  

Finally it should be recognised that contamination is a material planning consideration and is 
referred to within the NPPF. I wold recommend applicants and those involved in the parish 
plan refer to the pertinent parts of the NPPF and be familiar with the requirements and 
meanings given when considering risk from contamination during development.   

 

to offer them our practical pedestrian 
training programme 

There are issues around parking at the 
start and end of the school day. I 
assume that some of the parents who 
drive do so because of presumed safety 
issues regard walking but are of course 
then part of the problem. Presumably if 
the school was relocated as they would 
wish this would help. 

Policy G8 / para 
5.5/ EH3 

BBLP highlighted that there are no 
budgets for footpaths. This would only be 
possible via s106 monies should there 
be any development 

Comments noted, No change to 
the plan. 
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• Strategic Housing 

The plan has followed the criteria/ policies in the core strategy very closely.  My only point is 
that they suggest evidence is supplied to planning to confirm local connection, this might be 
o.k for open market but wouldn’t be the case for the affordable as all of this info would be 
given to the developing RSL.   (This comment was received prior to the proposed 
modifications to RA2 were published) 

• Landscape/Conservation/Archaeology 

None received 

• Economic Development 

None received 

• Education 

What I can advise is that the compliance analysis of the school is showing that there is a 
shortfall of space and given the current layout of the building, no easy solution to rectifying the 
deficiencies that they have. I know the school have looked in the past at potential solutions to 
provide them with the facilities they require and the comment that was received was that the 
solution was not considered best value. Given all this we would not object to a proposal to 
relocate the primary school or for land to be identified for this cause. 

• Property Service 

None received  

• Parks and Countryside 

None received 

• Waste 

None received 
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5.0 Ewyas Harold Primary School: Further Work on Alternative Sites/Sequential Test 

5.1 Following comments received from the Environment Agency at Regulation 14 Draft Stage on the site identified for Ewyas Harold Primary School 

further work was commissioned from AECOM. 

5.2 AECOM’s Flood Risk Scoping Report (February 2016) looked at the suitability of the site in relation to safe development, and avoiding increasing risk 

to surrounding areas. The Report conclusions and recommendations were as follows: 

• The primary risk to the site is fluvial flooding associated with the adjacent Dulas Brook 

• The Environment Agency does not hold modelled flood levels for the watercourse. It has not been possible to verify the Environment Agency 

flood zones. 

• Available modelling is relatively old and considered to be conservative but part of the site lies in Flood Zone 3. 

• It is recommended that before allocating the site detailed hydraulic modelling of the site is carried out for the Brook before the site is 

allocated. 

• Due to the location of the site a Sequential Test will also be required in accordance with NPFF. 

• If following a Sequential Test, the site is still the preferred option, an Exception test will need to be passed. 

5.3 Based on this technical Report and the recommendations the Parish Council decided not to proceed with the allocation of the school site. It was 

decided to replace this with a criterion based policy to assess any future school proposals. 
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6.0 Updating the SEA and HRA 

6.1 Following the Regulation 14 amendments and the flood risk work a revised plan was sent to Herefordshire Council for informal comment 

in summer 2016. The plan was then finalised for an updated SEA/HRA. 

6.2 This work was completed in January 2017. The key conclusions from this work are summarised in the Non-technical summary of the 

Environmental Report submitted alongside this Consultation Statement that a “full HRA assessment was not required” and “no changes 

to the NDP are recommended as a result of the SEA.” 
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Appendix 1 

Application for Designation as a Neighbourhood Area 
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Appendix 2 

Neighbourhood Area Decision Document and Site Notice 
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Appendix 3 Leaflet and Questionnaire 2014 
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Appendix 4 Abbeydore and Bacton Questionnaire 
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Appendix 5 Abbeydore and Bacton – Questionnaire Analysis 
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Appendix 6 Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall Meeting, July 2014 Feedback 
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Appendix 7 Ewyas Harold Public Meeting, November 2014 Feedback 

 



Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Consultation Statement, June 2017 

70 
 

  



Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Consultation Statement, June 2017 

71 
 

Appendix 8 Kentchurch Questionnaire 

 
Kentchurch Parish Council 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 Questionnaire 

September 2013 

 

Forward 

 Kentchurch Parish Council have joined forces with Abbeydore & Bacton 
Parish Council and Ewyas Harold Group Parish Council in producing a Joint 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 This is part of the development of a Core Strategy for Herefordshire by 
Herefordshire Council. 
 We held a public meeting in July 2013 and this questionnaire is the next 
stage in the process. 
 Once the information gathered has been analysed, we will draw up a draft 
plan which will then be sent out again for further comment and revision as 
required. 
 Eventually there will be a referendum on the final document and if a 
majority vote is in its favour it will become part of the planning regulations for 
the neighbourhood but that is still a little way off. 
 Every resident in the parish is entitled to fill in their own questionnaire and 
all the answers will be analysed anonymously. 
 We do ask you to give us your name so we can keep track of who has 
replied but the personal details will be removed before the answers are evaluated. 
 We want to get as many comments as we can and if it would be easier to 
fill in a questionnaire with a neighbour or partner then please feel free to do so 
but do not forget to put all your names down on the form so we can keep a track 
of who has replied. 
 This plan will allow us to influence how the parish develops, once 
completed all local development will have to comply with its specifications. 
 It will be a powerful legal document. 
 However, there are some important restrictions upon it. 
 It is important that everyone understands the potential and the limitations 
of a Neighbourhood Plan. 
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 It enables us to establish general planning policies for the development and 
use of land in the parish - for example where new homes and offices should be 
built and what they should look like. 
 However, it must be generally in line with local and national planning 
policies. 
 It must be in line with other laws and most important if the local Planning 
Authority says that the area needs to grow, we cannot use the Plan to block the 

building of new homes and businesses. 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 
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Questions       [Tick (✓) Boxes please at all 
relevant answers] 
 

How long have you lived in Kentchurch Parish? 
 
Less than 3 years   3-10 years   More than 10 years 
   
 
Do you have children under 18? 
 
Yes     No   
 
Why do you live here? 
 
Inherited property    Work          Quality of life          
Other 
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
The Herefordshire Core Strategy indicates that Kentchurch could grow by 14% by 2031. This 
equates to around 18 new properties could be built. 
This housing will be smaller market housing to meet local housing need within the parish. 
The Neighbourhood Plan can help determine the location, type and design of this housing. 
The parish is essentially a quiet, rural area, mainly agricultural. 
Should the Neighbourhood Development Plan aim to preserve this character? 
 
Agree    Disagree   No opinion    
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
One of the most important criteria for the approval of new housing is whether the planning 
application can demonstrate a need for new dwellings. This need will be assessed in part on 
whether it will provide accommodation for existing residents requiring separate 
accommodation; immediate 
family members; people employed within the parish. 
 
Can you identify a potential need for new housing, for example for yourself or a family 
member? 
 
Now   In the next 10 years        In the next 18 years 
 Never 
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Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
What sort of housing? 
 
Social low cost  Barn conversion           Apartment family home                   
Annex 
 
 
Other   
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 

Page 2 
Do you have an area where it might be suitable to build? 
 
Yes    No     
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Irrespective of personal or family need, can you identify an area where a small development 
(maximum 4 houses) might be built? 
 
Yes    No     
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
A further point which requires explanation is the Section 106 System for dwelling 
construction. 
A property built under this constraint may only be owned and lived in by someone who can 
demonstrate a local connection and need. 
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It can be applied either selectively or universally to development in our parish and is the basis 
on which we have asked for views on local need. 
 
Should new housing be restricted to Section 106 rules? 
 
Yes    No     
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Would you like to see a specific design style for new housing in the area? 
 
Yes    No    No Opinion    
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Please describe any preferences you might have for design materials such as red brick, 
Herefordshire stone etc. 
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Should new housing have solar panels? 
 
Yes    No   No Opinion    
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 

Page 3 
Can you identify any rural enterprise that could be established in the parish? 
For example, small workshop, conversion of a barn to offices for internet based businesses, 
cottage industry, purpose built industrial unit? 
 
Type 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Location 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Are there any important buildings, areas or open spaces that should be protected or 
enhanced? 
 
Yes    No    No Opinion   
  
 
If yes, please identify 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Does the present provision of social amenities in the parish meet you and your families 
needs? 
 
Yes    No    No Opinion    
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
If you answered No to the previous question, please can you suggest what amenities you 
would like to see? 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Is there sufficient provision for young people in the parish? 
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Yes    No    No Opinion   
  
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
If you answered No to the previous question, please can you suggest what further amenities 
you would like to see. 
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 

Page 4 
Would you like to see any of the following developments in the area, if you answer yes to 
any of these questions, can you identify a suitable area for the development in the comment 
box? 
 
A commercial wind farm 
 
Yes    No    No Opinion   
  
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Commercial polytunnels 
 
Yes    No    No Opinion   
  
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Commercial solar array 
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Yes    No    No Opinion   
  
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Travellers 
 
Yes    No    No Opinion   
  
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
Should a cycle path be built in the area? 
 
Yes    No    No Opinion   
  
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
If you answered yes to the question on cycle paths can you identify all or part of a possible 
route? 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
 

Page 5 
Would you like to see tourism in the area encouraged? 
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Yes    No    No Opinion   
  
 
If you answered yes to the tourism question can you suggest ways in which this could be 
done? 
For example, providing more car parking; developing walking routes; a local visitors centre 
 
Comment 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
What other factors would you like to see considered in the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan? 
Please feel free to include anything you feel is important and continue on a further sheet if 
you need more space 
Comment 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------ 
 
I am very happy to talk to you about this and I can be contacted on 01981 240 564 
or by email at gwrstation04@tesco.net 
 
If you are unable to reach me then you can contact Parish Council Clerk Malcolm Walker on 
01981 259973 
or by email at parishclerkmw@btinternet.com 
 
I look forward to receiving your thoughts and comments 
Councillor Mr. John Pring Chairman Kentchurch Parish Council 
 
We ask for your name and address in order to keep track of replies 
However, your name and address will be separated from the questionnaire before the 
information is recorded, so all your answers will be anonymous 
 
Further Information 

mailto:gwrstation04@tesco.net
mailto:parishclerkmw@btinternet.com
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This is a link to the Herefordshire Council documents on producing a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. 
It is very comprehensive and contains links to a large number of guidance and information 
documents 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/neighbourhood-
planning/neighbourhood-development-plan-guidance/ 
 
This is a link to the website detailing the Upper Eden NDP 
This has gone through the whole process and provides one example of what happens 
http://www.eden.gov.uk/upperedenneighbourhoodplan/ 
 
The UK Government’s web page on Neighbourhood Development Plans 
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/giving-communities-more-power-in-planning-local-
development/supporting-pages/neighbourhood-planning 
 
[Tick (✓) Boxes please at all relevant answers] 
 
Thank you 
 

Page 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-development-plan-guidance/
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-development-plan-guidance/
http://www.eden.gov.uk/upperedenneighbourhoodplan/
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/giving-communities-more-power-in-planning-local-development/supporting-pages/neighbourhood-planning
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/giving-communities-more-power-in-planning-local-development/supporting-pages/neighbourhood-planning
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Name 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------- 
Address 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------- 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------- 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------- 
 
 
POST CODE---------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All households in the Kentchurch Parish Council area 
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will be receiving a questionnaire through the post 
 

The result of this process will determine how planning will be defined 
in the Parish until 2031 yes that is correct 2031 

so as I am sure you will agree this is a very important process 
 

Please take the time to complete this questionnaire and return to 
 

PONTRILAS POST OFFICE 
where there will be collection boxes 

 
Questionnaires must be returned by FRIDAY 18th OCTOBER 

2013 

 
Please complete your name and address 

 

(see the back page) 
 

Read the forward 
 

and complete all the questions 
 

Thank you on behalf of Kentchurch Parish Council 
 

Additional questionnaires are available from 
 

Pontrilas Post Office 
or 

The Parish Council Chairman Councillor Mr. John Pring at Station House, 
Pontrilas 

or 
Councillor Mr. John Chance at Pontrilas Garage 
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Appendix 9 Kentchurch Questionnaire Results 
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Appendix 10 Mailout for Informal Consultation 
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Appendix 11 Regulation 14 Public Consultation 

Screenshots 

Taken from Parish Council and Draft Neighbourhood Plan Website 

For full pages see http://neighplan.wordpress.com/ 

http://neighplan.wordpress.com/
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Appendix 12 Regulation 14 Response Form 
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Appendix 13 Regulation 14 Letter to Consultees and List of Consultees 

Letter 

Dear Sir or Madam 
 
I am writing regarding the Neighbourhood Development Plan being developed jointly by the parishes 
of Abbeydore and Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch in south-west Herefordshire. My name is 
Toby Murcott and I am the Chair of the Steering Committee drawing up the plan. I am writing to you as you 
have been identified as possibly having an interest in the plan and therefore an interest in commenting on 
it. 
 
A formal public consultation on the Draft, known as the Regulation 14 Consultation, will run from February 
16th to March 29th 2015. We would welcome any and all comments you may have on the Draft. 
 
You can find a copy of the Draft and full details at http://neighplan.wordpress.com including background 
information and links to the relevant pages of the Herefordshire Council website. 
 
You can comment on the draft in one of four ways: 
 

1. Fill in the comment form online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YDQPL7B 
2. Complete a comment form and email it to clerk@ewyasharoldgpc.org.uk 
3. Complete a comment form and post it to Neighbourhood Plan, 12 Grenfell Road, Hereford, 

HR1 2QR 
4. Complete a comment form and return it to the collection boxes in Ewyas Harold Shop or 

Pontrilas Post Office. 
If you require a copy of the comment form you can either download them from the website 
– http://neighplan.wordpress.com, or request one from: 
 
Abbeydore and Bacton: Toby Murcott on 01981 240 933 or tobymurcott@gmail.com 
 
Ewyas Harold: Carla Boyles on 01432 271209 or clerk@ewyasharoldgpc.org.uk 
 
Kentchurch: John Pring on 01981 240564 or gwrstation04@tesco.net 
 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me by return of email or on 01981 240 933. 
 
Thank you for your time and I look forward to receiving your comments. 
 
 
Toby Murcott 
  

http://neighplan.wordpress.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YDQPL7B
mailto:clerk@ewyasharoldgpc.org.uk
http://neighplan.wordpress.com/
mailto:tobymurcott@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@ewyasharoldgpc.org.uk
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Appendix List of Consultees 

The Coal Authority 

The Gypsy Council 

Homes and Communities Agency 

Travellers Support Group 

West Mercia Constabulary 

Central Networks (e-on) 

Severn Trent Water 

Natural Resources Wales 

West Mercia Police 

Midlands Architecture and Designed Environment 

Community Risk Manager - West District 

Arriva Trains Wales 

British Aggregates Association 

AMEC Environment & Infrastructure UK Ltd 

Department for Transport 

The Marches LEP 

Office of Rail Regulation 

Police and Crime Commissioner 

South Worcestershire Development Plan 

London Midland 

CENTRO 

Civil Aviation Authority (only send if related to a property) 
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NHS Property Services 

NHS England 

Welsh Government 

2gether NHS Foundation Trust Headquarters 

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water 

English Heritage 

Environment Agency 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

West Midlands Ambulance Service 

Hereford & Worcester Fire Brigade 

Wye Valley NHS Trust 

Highways Agency 

National Grid (Transco) replaced now by AMEC (LDF 315) 

RWE Npower Renewables Limited 

Natural England 

Network Rail (West) 

Network Rail 

Severn Trent Water Ltd 

Sport England 

Balfour Beatty Drainage 

Kilpeck Parish Council 

Longtown Group Parish  

Vowchurch and District Group (Parish Group) 



Abbeydore, Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Consultation Statement, June 2017 

105 
 

Madley Parish Council 

Kingstone and Thruxton Group (Parish Group) 

Garway Parish Council 

Orcop Parish Council 

Gloucestershire Council 

Campaign to Protect Rural England 

Woodland Trust 

Herefordshire Nature Trust
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Prepared on behalf of the Parish Councils by  


