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1.0 Introduction and Background 

1.1 This Consultation Statement has been prepared in accordance with The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (SI No. 637) Part 5 

Paragraph 15 (2)1 ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀ άŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘέ ŀǎ a document which: 

 

(a) contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed neighbourhood development plan; 

 (b) explains how they were consulted; 

 (c) summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

(d) describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development 

plan. 

 

1.2 The Leominster Neighbourhood Area Plan (LANP) has been prepared in response to the Localism Act 2011, which gives parish councils and other 

relevant bodies, new powers to prepare statutory Neighbourhood Plans to help guide development in their local areas.  These powers give local 

people the opportunity to shape new development, as planning applications are determined in accordance with national planning policy and the 

local development plan, and neighbourhood plans form part of this Framework.  Other new powers include Community Right to Build Orders 

whereby local communities have the ability to grant planning permission for new buildings.    

1.3. On 7th June 2012 Leominster Town Council (at a General Purposes meeting) formally approved the preparation of a neighbourhood plan and a 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group was established to oversee the public consultations and preparation of the Plan. This group invited members 

of the public to attend meetings and subsequently became the NP Steering Group. In June 2012 an application was made to Herefordshire Council 

for designation as a neighbourhood planning area. This application was advertised for the required six week period, between the dates of 14th of 

                                                           
1
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made 

 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/media/6289404/leominster_application.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
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June 2012 and 26th of July 2012. No comments were received during the six week consultation period and the neighbourhood area was approved 

on 27th of July 2012. Figure 1 below shows the designated neighbourhood area. 

   Figure 1 - Leominster Designated Neighbourhood Area 

 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/media/6289414/leominster_decision_document.pdf
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/media/6289414/leominster_decision_document.pdf
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2.0 Draft Neighbourhood Plan Development and Informal Public Consultation 

2.1 A Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) of interested residents and Town Councillors was set up in Summer 2012 and the Group met 

regularly, usually fortnightly, throughout the preparation of the Plan.  The NPSG was chaired by a Town Councillor.  The Chair presented reports on 

progress at the monthly meetings of the Town Council and minutes of the SG meetings were published on the LANP website. 

http://www.leominsterplan.org/meetings/  

2.2 Following the formation of the Leominster Area Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) in the summer of 2012, plans were formulated for the 

involvement of the residents, people who work, and those with businesses, or business interests in Leominster in the process.  As a starting point, a 

newsletter was prepared and delivered to every home in the parish (some 5,500) see Appendix One.  The newsletter explained the process, asked 

questions to which residents could respond and included an invitation to the launch meeting of LANP.   

2.3 The launch meeting was held in January 2013 at Earl Mortimer College and took the form of an introductory talk by the Chair of the Steering Group 

and group discussions on the themes that had been identified by the NPSG.   

 Environment ש

 Housing ש

 Health and Well-being ש

 Transport ש

   .Leisure and Sport ש

 

http://www.leominsterplan.org/meetings/
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Figure 4 The Mayor, Cllr Peter McCaul, welcomes the 
public. 

Figure 2 The public meeting 

Figure 3 Participants add "hexagons" to the board 
supervised by Mr Dick Ellison Figure 1 Discussions take place 
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2.4 To complement the launch, other smaller public meetings were held in Ivington, and at the Hop Pole Inn on the north side of Leominster.    

2.5 The results of the discussions were written on hexagons stuck to a board and subsequently photographed and used in LANP SG discussions. These 

resolved the topics into the themes: 

 The Built Environment ש

 Jobs and Business ש

 Green Spaces ש

 Travel and Transport ש

 Health and Leisure ש

with the environment and energy as overarching concepts that should be considered integral to each theme.  These themes were built into the 

website developed by Orphans Press which as well as providing information and a record of meetings also had a forum for discussion of the 

themes. VocalEyes was incorporated into the website to provide a means of rating attitudes to suggestions.  The LANP website went live in the 

spring of 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.leominsterplan.org/
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Figure 2 ς Leominster Neighbourhood Plan Web Site 

 

2.6 The LANP web site has carried throughout the process the following: 

 ;.Details about all important neighbourhood plan documents, including drafts, strategic environmental assessment etc ש

 ;Meeting dates, agendas and NPSG minutes ש

 ;Timetable updates ש

 ;How to get involved in the process and how to comment ש

 Interactive forums on each of the key themes; and ש

 How to contact the NPSG in a variety of ways, including email, Twitter (Figure 3) and blog ש
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Figure 3 ς LANP Twitter Page 

 

2.7 The Chair visited Earl Mortimer College on two occasions to discuss the plan with students.  

2.8 In August 2013 LANP took a window in the Tourist Information Centre in Corn Square showing a video (on a permanent loop) detailing the issues to 

be discussed in preparing a neighbourhood plan.  Leaflets were handed out on market days throughout the month and members of the Steering 

Group engaged shoppers in conversation.  

2.9 In September 2013 invitations were delivered in person to over 400 Leominster businesses encourage attendance at a Business Forum at Grange 

Court.  The Forum was welcomed by Mr Bill Jackson and addressed by Cllr Peter Ellis and then broke up into groups to discuss the themes.  

Comments were recorded. (For attendance list and comments from this meeting see appendix  2)  The NPSG also met with the owners of the land 
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earmarked for the Urban 

Expansion site south of Leominster 

on a number of occasions. They 

also engaged with the representatives of the GP surgeries looking to move to a larger and more 

convenient site and of a nursing home looking to build a retirement complex within the parish.  

  

Cllr Peter Ellis and Mr Bill Jackson address the Business Forum. 

Attendees enjoy the refreshments provided 

by Grange Court 

. 

Discussion around tables following the 

introductory talks 
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2.10  During the first half of 2014 a draft plan was prepared. About 60 people attended the launch of the draft plan on 31 July in Grange Court. 

Consultation sessions were held in the Rankin Club to give people the opportunity to view and discuss the plan with members of the Steering 

Group.  Members also distributed leaflets and spoke to people at the weekly retail market.  Copies of the plan were made available at the Town 

Council office, the Library, Grange Court, the Community Centre and the Tourist Information Office.    
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launch of draft plan at Grange Court 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 Mayor Peter Jones and Cllr Peter Ellis launch 
the draft LANP 

Figure 6; Discussion of the draft LANP at Grange Court 
Figure 7 Over 60 people attended the launch of 
the draft LANP 

Figure 9 The Rankin Club prepared for discussions on 
the draft LANP 

Figure 8; The Town Crier announces the launch of the 
draft plan to market shoppers 


