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A big thanks to all who played their part in the first tranche 
of the BAP revision. It is a hard task, not easy by any 
stretch of the imagination, but we are getting there. A lot 
of the information is now on BARS (Biodiversity Action 
Reporting System) for the revised plans, it is now just 
lacking some of the numerical data, but this is to follow. 
Training was provided for partners, organised by Natural 
England and the informal set-up lent itself to allow people 
to explore the system and ask questions in a relaxed 
manner. Refreshments were provided and hopefully 
people went away safe in the knowledge that they know 
more about BARS than they did when they first entered 
the room.

NEXT, we will be tackling the second tranche of plans. 
Recent discussions have suggested wetland and upland 
species and habitats. More information will be sent out 
about this in due course so please watch this space. We 
have got over the biggest part of this revision now (i.e. 
BARS training, working out how to review the BAP, what 
are the gaps in knowledge, etc) and so the remaining 
plans should be much easier and quicker to process.

Your co-operation in this has been appreciated. I know this 
is not an easy thing to do, but be assured – we are making 
headway on this, and it should all be over soon!

Thanks again,

Nicky Davies
Herefordshire Biodiversity Partnership Co-ordinator
Herefordshire Council
PO Box 4
Plough Lane
Hereford
HR4 0XH
Tel: 01432 383026
Email: ndavies2@herefordshire.gov.uk

BAP Revision Funding Workshops

Funding Applications
Funding application workshops were held in May for 
environmental groups. There were two half-day workshops 
and attendance was good at both with representation from 
a broad spectrum of environmental organisations. Clare 
Wichbold MBE (Re-generation Coordinator, Herefordshire 
Council) led the workshops and geared them towards 
people’s requests. It involved a huge amount of information 
about the funding application process – best practice, who, 
where, why, what, when and how as well as top tips from 
someone who has worked “on the other side”! She also 
provided information on various funding bodies and how to 
manage the money once it has been awarded.

Business planning
Clare also led two half-day workshops on business 
planning for environmental groups. She provided 
examples of business plans and how to go about putting 
one together for a project. We were guided on how to 
produce SMART and concise plans and what factors to 
consider when drawing these up.

The workshops proved to be very popular and all attendees 
were involved in quizzes and discussions and at the end of 
each session (some even won some money), we all came 
away knowing that we had learnt an immense amount of 
information as well as safe in the knowledge that we truly 
had exercised the grey matter!

Clare is willing to lead more of these workshops if people 
are interested. If you are one of these interested people, 
then please contact me for more information.

Nicky

Steve Maginnis
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Herefordshire Council Biodiversity 
Strategy 2007-2010

The Council has been working on the production of 
a Biodiversity Strategy to provide direction for the 
organisation. This is in response to the growing raft of 
legislation and policy. The recent Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006 places a specific duty 
on the local authority to have regard for the conservation 
of biodiversity in exercising its functions.

Since 1998 when the Council first appointed an Ecologist, 
the focus has largely been on raising awareness, providing 
information and offering guidance on biodiversity issues 
and legislation within the Council and across the County. 
Two major achievements have been the establishment 
of the Herefordshire Biological Records Centre and 
development of the local BAP with our partners.

The Council’s vision is to continue to improve the 
understanding of the County’s biodiversity resource and 
access to information on it, protecting and enhancing land 
where we have an influence and working with our partners 
to achieve the implementation of BAP targets. This poses 
a challenge and one that involves making biodiversity 
central rather than marginal to the Council’s activities. 

Our activity and projects will be prioritised under various 
themes including promoting an understanding and support 
for biodiversity by local communities, guiding sustainable 
development through planning policy and development 
control, application of a best practice approach when 
managing Council land and assisting other land managers 
and owners. 

Over the coming year we will be meeting with key Council 
departments, discussing their areas of work and activities 
which impact on biodiversity and running ideas and 
projects past them.  We hope the Strategy will act as a 
catalyst for integrating biodiversity into the mainstream.

Jo Hackman

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 
BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY

2007-2010

Biodiversity is a cross cutting issue for local government with strong 
links between Council departments and also with the local community, 
including other land managers and owners, developers, ecological 
consultants, community groups and a range of organisations, either 
directly or in partnership.

Since 1998 the focus of the Council has been to provide information 
and raise awareness and clarity over biodiversity issues and legislation 
within the Council and the County. We have made great strides with a 
raised proýle and a huge demand for ecological advice both within and 
outside the Council, the establishment of a Biological Records Centre 
and a Biodiversity Partnership. Project development and applications 
for external grant aid are also a growth area.  

The growing workload and responsibility of Councils is evident with 
a whole new raft of biodiversity legislation, which add to the existing 
legal statutes and duties. Relevant legislation started as early as 1949. 
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 
places a duty on local authorities to have regard for the conservation 
of biodiversity in carrying out their functions. It aims to raise the proýle 
of biodiversity in England and stimulate a cultural change so that 
biodiversity becomes a natural part of the decision making process for 
local authorities and is considered early. Other recent new statutory 
responsibilities came with the Strategic Environment Assessment 
Regulations 2004. There are also new duties under The Countryside 
and Rights of Way Act 2000 relating to the management of nature 
conservation sites. 

Biodiversity is a crucial component of the óquality of lifeô enjoyed by 
the communities that live and work in the County. The Government 
wishes to ensure that biodiversity is an integral part of all policies and 
programmes in a positive way and integral to the work of sectors of 
economic and social activity. Sustainable development is at the heart of 

Biodiversity and the Council:

HART Pond Restoration and Celebration 
Project

Over the summer we are holding pond celebration events 
to show people what wonderful habitats ponds are for 
wildlife and to inspire them to create or restore their 
own. We have already had a very enjoyable farm walk 
with FWAG in Ashperton. Coming up are open events at 
beautiful ponds in Breinton, Little Dewchurch, Westonbury 
Mill near Pembridge and Kenchester Water Gardens. 
Local naturalists will be there to show off the wildlife and 
enthuse about ponds.

The pond restoration process is gradually moving forward 
with the management plans now written for the five ponds. 
Survey work has identified great crested newts in three of 
them and a high diversity of aquatic vegetation in four of 
them.

In Madley, major tree work will open up the moat, and the 
old reservoir pond in Ross on Wye will also be benefiting 
from coppicing. The Bulmers wildlife area in Staunton-on-
Wye has proved a very rich habitat and we are planning 
to coppice trees from the southern side, remove some 
silt and also create a shallow margin. At Holme Lacy the 
existing parkland pond will be extended to its former size, 
and on Honeymoor Common we will be trying to deal with 
the invasive species crassula though it’s proving a tricky 
management problem. 

Any volunteers interested in helping out with pond work or 
the celebration events are welcome. For more information 
please contact Darylle Hardy at Herefordshire Nature 
Trust 01432 356872

The project is funded by Herefordshire Rivers LEADER+ 
programme, SITA Trust and Wye Valley AONB.

Darylle Hardy

Great crested newt eggs in the pond to be restored in 
Bulmers wildlife area

Darylle Hardy
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Owls have always held a fascination for people, due to 
their nocturnal habits, their eerie calls and their historical 
relationships with both churches and witchcraft.

The barn owl (Tyto alba) has always been the most 
popular with its habit of living on farmland and hunting 
while it is still light enough to be seen.

In the last 40 years, the national population has declined 
notably, but in Herefordshire, it seems to have remained 
fairly stable, with approximately 40 territories in 2006, as 
against 60 estimated in the 1960’s.

Sightings are well-distributed across the County, and 
come from all months, as our population does increase 
in the winter, with an influx of birds searching for suitable 
feeding habitats, during the hardest periods of the year.

In recent years, the barn owl has suffered from the 
increase in road use, due to many fatalities while 
hunting along verges and roadside pastures; loss of their 
foraging areas around field margins and the increased 
conversion of many farm buildings, which have not only 
removed nesting sites, but also their food sources.

Species Of The Month

The Barn Owl

A canny kestrel was spotted by a CCTV security camera in Hereford. When security staff realised what it was, they 
managed to take a still photo of it. News is that the family is doing well and staff are keeping a close eye on its 
progress. Who says we can’t do as well as those BBC Springwatch bods here in Herefordshire!!!!

Newsflash

Due to measures incorporated in Countryside 
Stewardship agreements, many hedges are left to grow 
higher, reducing road casualties, field margins are left as 
rough areas for small mammals to thrive and owl nest-
boxes are encouraged to compensate for the loss of sites 
in farm buildings.

The Council planning-authority also, now, insists on the 
installation of nest boxes in suitable trees or buildings, 
incorporated in the conversion of rural buildings, in areas 
likely to have populations of barn owls.

In Herefordshire, the monitoring of this bird has, largely, 
been with the assistance of landowners reporting their 
breeding in their barns and outhouses, and the casual 
records of birds noted, typically at dawn and dusk, 
hunting along the edges of the County’s main roads.

To continue with efficient monitoring, I would appreciate 
all sightings of barn owl, at any time of the year, but, 
particularly if breeding is confirmed.

Please contact me at 5, Springfield Road, Withington, 
Herefordshire, HR1 3RU, on 01432 850068 / 07974 
443719 or on coney@bluecarrots.com.

Steve Coney (Herefordshire Bird Recorder)

Trevor Hulme

Copright: WJM/HOC
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Bodenham Lake Nature Reserve

As the venue for this year’s Recorder’s event, I have been 
asked to provide a brief overview of the site, which is still 
relatively unknown in the county.

The site extends to approximately 46 hectares (110 acres) 
and is owned and managed by the Parks & Countryside 
Service, Herefordshire Council.

The site was originally called Lady Close Farm, before 
gravel extraction began in the 1920’s.  As the gravel pits 
extended ownership changed many times until 1994 when 
Leominster District Council brought the site from Redland 
Aggregates to safeguard the site for nature conservation 
and quiet informal recreation. Part of the sale agreement 
included the continuing use of the lake by the county youth 
service, which continues to the present day.

Ownership of the site passed to Herefordshire Council in 
1998 due to local government reorganisation and came 
under the care of the Countryside Rangers based at 
Queenswood Country Park.

A countryside stewardship scheme began in 2000, which 
has helped to restore and expand a traditional orchard, 
plant a new cider and perry orchard with lots of support 
from Bodenham residents, hedgerow planting, pollarding 
and livestock fencing.

The site has been an important wildfowl site for many 
years with over 170 species recorded. A list is available in 
the bird hide on site. A welcome addition is the increasing 
frequency of otter sightings - even during mid afternoon. 
Five log pile holts have been constructed at Bodenham 
by HAM volunteers over the last 5 years although proving 
their use without disturbance is a challenge!

A recent grant application to the Aggregate Levy 
Sustainability Fund was successful and has allow major 
reprofiling work in front of the bird hide to increase habitat 
for wading birds (and otters).

The site is open during daylight hours and has a small 
car park with map board and further information boards 
around the site. The Western end of the site is fenced off 
as a permanent nature reserve with no public access. 

Tim Green, Countryside Ranger, Site Manager – 
Bodenham Lake Nature Reserve

The “near” Carbon-free House
The government is proposing that all new homes be 
carbon neutral by 2016. According to my maths that is less 
than nine years away. Some of the reasons for this include 
the fact that about 27% of the UK’s CO2 emissions come 
from domestic buildings. To put that into perspective the 
aviation contribution is currently about 6%. That doesn’t 
mean to say the fuss over aviation is unfounded, far from 
it, as aviation is growing incredibly quickly but it does 
show the massive impact our homes are having. Another 
reason is the legacy we have left ourselves by building 
homes which have not taken into account climate change, 
energy supply, energy costs or, possibly, limited energy. 
Furthermore, about £1 of heat escapes for every £3 we 
spend on heating our homes in the UK.

So what features make it nearly carbon zero. The 
following information was taken from an article 
in the Telegraph (ref: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
earth/main.jhtml?xml=/earth/2007/06/11/
eecohouse11.xml&DCMP=EMC-new_12062007 )

¶ 100 per cent renewable energy heating hot water 
from solar thermal panels and by generating 
electricity from roof mounted turbines and 
photovoltaic panels.

¶ A 'grey water' recycling system from bath, shower 
and basins for use in flushing toilets and rainwater 
collection on the roof.

¶ All taps and showers designed for low water 
consumption.

¶ The 110-square metre house is open-plan and 
flexible so the ground-floor can be separated and 
used as a separate apartment or office.

¶ Air tight building with high levels of insulation.
¶ A heat sensor that opens and closes vents to give 

an even temperature flow.
¶ All timber from sustainable sources and the design 

and construction delivering a claimed 100 per cent 
reduction in CO2 emissions over standard building 
regulations.

And this is what it looks like …

… and the cost? Well, not sure, but will reduce the more 
that are built, as will the cost to the planet. One thing is for 
sure, your energy bills will drop – big time!

Geoff Perrott

The new re-profiled area in front of the bird hide
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The Big Apple

The Big Apple Association’s annual Cider and Perry Trials 
were held in May, with around 100 entries.  Prizes are 
much coveted because the entries are peer-judged.  The 
list of winners can be seen on http://www.bigapple.org.uk/
blossomtime/cider_perry_trials/trials_winners_2007.pdf.  
The activity of many of Herefordshire’s craft cider and 
perrymakers secures the upkeep of valuable orchard 
habitat, so celebrating and promoting their products is a 
great way to encourage them. 

This year’s Big Apple autumn event will take place in 
Much Marcle on October 13/14th.  The full programme 
will be available on the website in August at 
www.bigapple.org.uk.

The Community Commons Project 
- An Update

The Community Commons Project aims to involve local 
people in maintaining and enhancing the biodiversity of 
12 commons within Herefordshire. Herefordshire Nature 
Trust is running the project with support from Herefordshire 
Council and Natural England. The Heritage Lottery Fund is 
the main funder.

The first phase of the project involved extensive community 
consultation and a management plan was written for each 
of the 12 commons within the project.

The second, implementation stage is now underway and 
is concerned with carrying out the works identified in the 
work plans of each of the management plans. The project 
is currently purchasing agricultural machinery so that an 
extensive programme of bracken bruising and cutting 
can commence this summer. The aim is to restore acid 
grassland, and a few pockets of heathland, on a number 
of the commons in the project.

Biodiversity projects aimed at particular species are also 
underway. For example, at Ewyas Harold common some 
selective tree felling has taken place to maintain open 
bracken habitat for the pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly 
and a programme of bracken condition monitoring and 
timed counts of this butterfly was carried out in May and 
June.

Nigel Hand, the county recorder for reptiles, has been 
commissioned to survey several of the commons for 
reptiles. This has resulted in a number of new adder 
records for the county and additional records for grass 
snakes, slow worms and common lizards.

Sheila and George Spence have undertaken surveys for 
fungi and the pink waxcap has been confirmed at both 
Cefn Hill and Ewyas Harold commons.

Key to all of this work is community involvement. Volunteers 
have undertaken the habitat management work for the 
pearl-bordered fritillary and two new butterfly transects 
have been established at Garway Hill and Merbach 
Hill commons.  Guided walks looking at reptiles, bats 
and fungi have been well attended. Children at Clifford 
Primary School have made and helped install nest boxes 
at Merbach Hill common. At a half term event at Ewyas 
Harold common, run in conjunction with Herefordshire 
Nature Trust’s “Where Wild Things Play” Project, children 
were able to see a grass snake at close hand and to learn 
about its habitat and ecology.

Tim Breakwell
Community Commons Project Manager

Pearl Bordered Fritillary at Ewyas Harold Common

Tim Breakwell

Jackie Denman
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Diary Dates

JULY
Sunday 8th July - Moth identification workshop. 
Queenswood Country Park. 10.00 – 2.00pm. BOOKING 
ESSENTIAL. Details sent with booking. Suitable for all 
abilities. 
Contact Bernadette Noake 01531 635234.
Tuesday 8th July - Biological Recorders day – Bodenham 
Lake Nature Reserve.
Tuesday 17th July - HFSG Fungi foray. Moccas Park 
so 347428. Park behind Keepers Cottage opposite main 
gates to Park. No Dogs. 10.00am start.
Contact Mike Stroud 01874 730263.
Saturday 21st July - SAVE OUR BUTTERFLIES WEEK.
Moth trapping.9.00pm – Midnight. Croft Castle. Meet at 
National Trust Car Park.
Contact Bernadette Noake 01531 635234.
Thursday 26th July - Family Day at Haugh Wood. 1.00pm 
– 4.00pm. Meet at Haugh Wood Car Park. A family event. 
Discover the butterflies and moths of Haugh Wood with a 
guided walk, childrens activities and live moths to look at. 
The guided walk will start at 2.00pm.
Contact Bernadette Noake 01531 635234.
Saturday 28th July - Butterfly ID workshop. Yarpole Village 
Hall / Aymestrey woods. 10.00am – 4.00pm. BOOKING 
ESSENTIAL. Details sent with booking.
Contact Bernadette Noake 01531 635234.
Saturday 28th July - Pond Restoration & Celebration 
Project. Open day at a wildlife pond. A haven for pondlife 
and dragonflies. Woodlea, Little Dewchurch, by kind 
permission of Mr & Mrs King. BOOKING ESSENTIAL. 
Contact Darylle Hardy 01432 356872.
Sunday 29th July - Butterfly ID workshop. 10.00am 
– 4.00pm. Whitchurch Village Hall / Doward Woodlands.
BOOKING ESSENTIAL. Details sent with booking.
Contact Bernadette Noake 01531 635234.

AUGUST
Saturday 11th August - NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT.
Sunday 12th August - Pond Restoration & Celebration 
Project. Garden Ponds for Wildlife, Kenchester Water 
Gardens by kind permission of Mr M.Edwards. 
Contact Darylle Hardy 01432 356872.

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 15th September - HFSG Fungi foray. Ast 
Wood, Nr Ledbury.  SO 674379 Meet inside the wood at 
SO 673380. From the Trumpet, take the A4172 to Little 
Marcle, turn left, then first left again. Continue for over half 
a mile to find good track into wood on left. Do not park on 
side of road due to hidden ditches. NO DOGS PLEASE. 
10.00am start.
Contact Mike Stroud 01874 730263.
Tuesday 18th September - HFSG Fungi foray. Mains 
Wood, Putley. SO 641383From A438, just west of Trumpet 
crossroads, turn SW onto minor road signposted Putley 
Common and Woolhope. After approx 1 mile, Mains Wood 
is on right. To park, go through metal gates and park in 
yard. 10.00am start.
Contact Mike Stroud 01874 730263.
Tuesday 18th September - Take your dog to work day. 
See www.bluecross.org.uk for more details.
Saturday 22nd September - World Car free day –See 
www.worldcarfree.net for more details.
Saturday 29th September - HFSG Fungi foray. Moccas 
Park SO 347428. Park behind Keepers Cottage opposite 
main gates to Park. No Dogs. 10.00am start. PUBLIC 
FORAY WITH NATURAL ENGLAND.
Contact Mike Stroud 01874 730263.

OCTOBER
Saturday 6th October - HFSG Fungi foray. Queenswood 
arboretum, Dinmore Hill SO 506514. Park in main car park 
in from of Visitor centre.10.00am start.
Contact Mike Stroud 01874 730263.
Saturday 13th October - Big Apple autumn event, Much 
Marcle. For more details see www.bigapple.org.uk
Sunday 14th October - Big Apple autumn event, Much 
Marcle. For more details see www.bigapple.org.uk

Wednesday 17th October - HFSG Fungi foray. Wapley 
Hill. SO 359623. Meet at FC picnic site, signed from 
B4362 Shobdon – Presteigne road at Byton Hand, turn 
South along a minor lane. 10.00am start.
Contact Mike Stroud 01874 730263.
Saturday 27th October - RSPB Feed the birds day 
– www.rspb.org.uk for more details.

The Herefordshire Biodiversity Partnership Co-ordinator 
post is joint-funded by Natural England and Herefordshire 

Council.

Nicky would like to thank all partners that contributed to 
the production of this newsletter

Herefordshire Funding Fair
The Herefordshire Funding Fair will take place on 
Wednesday 24 October at Aylestone School, Hereford. 
The event has workshops from funders, including Big 
Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund, and the Arts Council, 
and information stands from over 20 other grant giving 
and advice organisations. Admission is free; to receive 
the booking form later in the summer, please contact 
projectdevelopment@herefordshire.gov.uk, or telephone 
01432-261793.


