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Introduction 
This chapter forms part of a series that together make up the State of Herefordshire Report 

for 2010, a digest of statistics that describe the county linked to the themes of the 

Herefordshire Community Strategy.  The aim of these reports is to provide a resource for 

those working for organisations involved with the Herefordshire Partnership, both reflecting 

and informing local strategic thinking.  It is used for a variety of purposes including 

developing and monitoring strategies, programmes and projects, funding bids and research 

activities. The chapters included in the State of Herefordshire Report 2010 are:  

  

1. Key Findings 

2. Population 

3. Economic Development and Enterprise 

4. Health and Wellbeing 

5. Children and Young People 

6. Environment 

7. Safer Communities 

8. Stronger Communities 

 

The State of Herefordshire Report is published annually and uses the most up-to-date 

information available at the time of printing, the majority of which relates to 2009-10.  Once 

new information is released updates will be published electronically with commentary on the 

Facts and Figures about Herefordshire website www.herefordshire.gov.uk/factsandfigures 

  

This chapter focuses on the environmental outcomes included in the sustainable community 

strategy for Herefordshire, including: Waste and recycling, climate change, biodiversity, 

awareness of environmental matters including sustainable living, landscape character,  

streets, public spaces and the built and historic environment, water quality and management 

and promoting sustainable land management. 

 

This report pulls together contextual data along with the main indicators that are monitored 

and reported locally and nationally.  National Indicators (NIs), where used, are highlighted by 

NI numbers in brackets, these are part of Communities and Local Government set of 

indicators.  Those national indicators that are used as part of the monitoring for the Local 

Area Agreement are shown separately and highlighted in the LAA indicator summary table at 

the beginning of the report. 

  

Where possible data has been analysed below county level to explore some of the 

differences within Herefordshire.  Where data shows differences according to the rural/urban 

classification, this will be highlighted by this apple symbol.          

  

This chapter of the State of Herefordshire report 2010 was produced by Herefordshire 
Partnership's Researchers.  In addition we would like to thank colleagues that have 
contributed and helped to edit this  chapter.  
  
  
Herefordshire Partnership Researchers - Max Bassett & Clem Attwood 

Contact details: 01432 383634 or email: researchteam@herefordshire.gov.uk 

  

 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/factsandfigures
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Progress against community strategy outcomes 
In order to monitor how the Herefordshire Partnership is performing against the outcomes 

set out in the Sustainable Community Strategy data relative to each outcome has been 

presented below in order that the reader can easily assess progress against each. 

Performance has been measured in three different ways: change over time, compared to 

other areas (the region and nationally) and against any performance targets. The 

Herefordshire Environment Partnership are aiming to monitor performance on all of the 

environmental outcomes in the Sustainable Community Strategy, therefore other indicators 

outside of those chosen as priorities for the Local Area Agreement have been included. 

Excellent performance (significantly better than target) 

Good performance (on track to achieve target) 

Moderate performance (slightly behind target) 

Poor performance (significantly behind target) 

B.Y. Baseline Year 

  Information not available/no target set 

  

Trend 
over 
time 

Position 
relative to 
elsewhere 

Years 
performance 

on target 
Latest 
data 
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Reducing waste and increasing recycling 
   

NI 191: Residual household waste per 
household (kg)   

2009-
10 

Percentage of household waste sent for 
reuse, recycling and composting (NI 192)   

2009-
10 

Acting to mitigate Climate Change and its consequences including promoting 
adaptation  
NI 186: Percentage reduction in per capita 
CO2 emissions in the Local Authority area 

   2008 

NI 185: CO2  (tonnes) produced per annum 
from Herefordshire Council operations 


 


2009-

10 

Protecting and enhancing biodiversity within the County 
   

NI 197: Improved Local Biodiversity – 
Proportion of Local Sites where positive 
conservation management has been or is 
being implemented. 

  
2009-

10 

Proportion of SSSI land in Herefordshire 
found to be in favourable or unfavourable 
condition 

 
 

2010 

Increase awareness of environmental matters including in particular efforts to promote 
sustainable living and the development of relevant skills and the environmental economy 

Proportion of businesses adopting 
sustainability measures 

Needs further development in order to 
act as performance measure 

2010 

No resident measure has yet been developed 

Protecting, enhancing and managing the landscape character 
  

Condition of national character areas 
  

1999-
2003 
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Trend 
over time 

Position 
relative to 
elsewhere 

Years 
performance 

on target 
Latest 
data 

Encouraging investment in high quality streets, public spaces and the built and historic 
environment 

E
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
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The proportion of streets in an area that fall 
below grade B (predominantly free with some 
minor incidences) for cleanliness 

  


2009-
10 

(a) Litter   
2009-

10 

(b) Detritus   
2009-

10 

(c) Graffiti   
2009-

10 

(d) Fly posting   
2009-

10 

Percentage of designated heritage sites that are at risk 
   

(a) Listed buildings  
 

2010 

(b) Scheduled monuments    
2010 

(c) Registered parks and gardens 
   

2010 

(d) Conservation areas 
   

2010 

Assisting local communities to identify, retain and develop local distinctiveness 
 

Condition of national character areas 
  

1999-
2003 

Protecting and improving water resources and the quality of rivers, streams and lakes, and 
encouraging responsible water use and management 

Measure to be developed 
    

Promoting sustainable land management 
   

Area of  farmed land subject to an 
environmental stewardship scheme in 
Herefordshire 

 
 

2010 

 

Local Area Agreements 

Local area agreements (LAAs) are three-year action plans for achieving better outcomes, 

developed by councils with their partners in local strategic partnerships (LSP). LAAs for the 

period 2008-11 were agreed with central government for all 150 first-tier local authority areas 

in England. They contain a set of improvement targets, relevant to the priorities for the area, 

as set out in the Herefordshire Sustainable Community Strategy, which local organisations 

are committed to achieving.  Achievement of targeted performance in the LAA at the end of 

the three years results in LSPs receiving a reward grant. The coalition government has now 

abolished the LAA system and any reward grant associated with it. We have included LAA 

indicators in this edition of the State of Herefordshire report for posterity. 
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SWOT analysis 
 

This SWOT analysis highlights particular Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats 

or Challenges for Herefordshire within this particular theme, and were identified by thinking 

about what impact the key findings would have either on the county as a whole or particular 

public services that work in that field.  There are some general principles that were used to 

assign a particular SWOT designation: 

 Strength - Herefordshire is performing well, either locally or compared to elsewhere, or 
made recent improvements 

 Weakness -  Herefordshire is performing badly, either locally or compared to elsewhere, 
and has made no recent improvements 

 Opportunity - some improvements have been made locally however not enough to make it 
a strength therefore seen as an opportunity to further improve 

 Threat or Challenge - this is where new issues or new evidence have been highlighted 
making an issue a potential threat or challenge for the county or where there is a current or 
future issue for the county that may prove difficult for public services to address i.e. it may 
be largely out of their control or difficult to influence 

 
Further analysis about other topics, e.g. the economy, can be found in the key findings or 

individual themed chapters.  www.herefordshire.gov.uk/soh  

Less of Herefordshire‟s built and historic 

environment is at high risk  compared to 

elsewhere 

Local wildlife sites and sites of special 

scientific interest in Herefordshire are 

increasingly being better managed 

Air quality (NO2) has improved over the 

last three years 

Strengths 

High emissions of CO2 per capita 

Weaknesses 

Opportunities 

Higher than average, but improving 

domestic waste 

Access to nature is important to 

Herefordshire‟s residents 

Threats & Challenges 

Dependency on road transport 

Severe weather events 

The salmon catch remains low 

Changes to the global and local climate 

will impact on people‟s lives 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/soh
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Access to nature and green space 
 

As part of the Herefordshire quality of life survey 2008 a sample of residents were asked to 
select from a list of services, which they found difficult to access. For the purpose of the 
survey “Accessing” a service could include getting there, convenience of opening hours, how 
easy it is to get an appointment etc. 
 
Only 6% of residents found that it was difficult to access publicly accessible green space e.g. 

parks, which was much lower than for some other services. The service which was reported 

most frequently was dentists at 32%. When asked whether they thought it was important for 

them to be able to access green space 70% of respondents indicated that it was. This was 

below average with council office or „info centres‟ the least important being reported by 54% 

and GPs the most important being reported by 96%. Green space was higher than cultural / 

recreational facilities (60%), libraries (57%) and sports and leisure facilities (57%). 

In a separate question residents were asked how important a list of aspects were in making 

somewhere a good place to live. Access to nature was one of these. Overall access to 

nature was above average in terms of its importance in making some where a good place to 

live, selected by 29% of respondents. The most important aspects were the level of crime 

(53%), health services (46%) and affordable decent housing (37%). For the same list of 

things respondents were asked to select those which most needed improving. Access to 

nature was deemed to be one of the aspects which needed least improvement only being 

selected by 4% of respondents. This was compared to road and pavement repairs reported 

by 49%. 

Looking at data for previous years show that there has been little change in the importance 

or need for improvement in access to nature. In 2003 28% of residents thought access to 

nature was important, whilst 3% thought it needed improving. 

Source: Herefordshire quality of life survey 2008 

 

Built and historic environment 
 

Herefordshire‟s history has played a huge part in shaping both the natural and built 

environments that exist today.  Some examples of this heritage include rock shelters high 

above the River Wye; the landscapes of fields and farmsteads, stretching back three 

millennia; the many prehistoric hill forts; the sites of the forts, first towns and planned 

settlements of an era when Britain was part of the vast Roman Empire; and remains of the 

medieval county, from its churches, monasteries and lordly castles, to its towns, villages, 

fields and forests. Herefordshire Council and its partners work towards protecting and 

enhancing this heritage and this is included as an objective in the Sustainable Community 

Strategy for Herefordshire1.  

 

One way of measuring how effectively this heritage is being conserved is to look at how 

much of it is at risk. English Heritage collect information nationally on designated heritage 

                                                           
1
 See www.herefordshirepartnership.com for more information 

http://www.herefordshirepartnership.com/
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assets (scheduled monuments, high grade listed buildings2, conservation areas and 

registered parks and gardens) that are at risk3. As of September 2010 there were 70 

heritage assets in Herefordshire that were considered to be at high risk and included in the 

Heritage at Risk Register 2010.  This included 51 scheduled monuments, 17 buildings, 4 

conservation areas and 1 registered park and garden. This register only represents those 

designated heritage assets deemed to be at high risk and is only a small subset of 

Herefordshire‟s heritage assets. For example the register only covers Grade I and II* listed 

buildings, which comprise about 8% of the county's total stock of listed buildings. The at risk 

total for the majority of Grade II listed buildings is unknown but anecdotal evidence indicates 

that it is substantially higher. Herefordshire Council with its partners are looking to develop 

further indicators to measure the state of the historic environment that are representative of 

all heritage assets in the county, which will be reported on in future years. 

 

Chart 6.1. Percentage of designated heritage sites that are at risk in 2010. 
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Source: English Heritage 

Looking at sites that are at risk as a proportion of all sites of that type shows that: 

 There are fewer registered parks and gardens and conservation areas at high risk in 

Herefordshire when compared to regional or national data. 

 There are fewer high grade listed buildings at high risk in Herefordshire when 

compared to the regional and national data. 

 There are more Scheduled Monuments at high risk in Herefordshire than there are at 

a national or regional level.  A significant proportion (27%) of these are at risk due to 

arable cultivation.  

 

                                                           
2
 Information is only collected for Grade I and II* listed buildings, which comprise about 8% of the 

county‟s total stock of listed buildings.  
3
 The criteria for the classification as high risk varies depending on the type of designation, but 

generally is when the site is in poor condition and vulnerable to change i.e. due to changes in 
ownership 
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When compared against data for 2009 there has been an improvement in the state of 

designated heritage assets in Herefordshire with a decline in the number of both listed 

buildings and scheduled monuments at risk.  Scheduled monuments at risk have declined 

from 56 monuments to 51 and listed buildings at risk have dropped from 12 to 10.  There has 

been no change in the number of registered parks and gardens at risk.  Conservation areas 

were included in the register for the first time this year. 

 

English Heritage have established a target of reducing the number of scheduled monuments 

recorded as being at risk in 2009 by 25% in 2014. 

 

Landscape character 
 

Overall landscape character is an important element of the local environment; it is what 

makes somewhere unique. It is therefore important to consider it not only in terms of 

conservation, but also in forward planning.  Landscape character can be taken to be "a 

distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements, be it natural (soil, landform) and/or 

human (for example settlement and development) in the landscape that makes one 

landscape different from another, rather than better or worse"4. 

Natural England has developed a series of 159 national character areas, which cover areas 
of similar character. They have also undertaken to monitor how these areas develop over 
time. There are six areas which fall within Herefordshire these are (status 1999-2003 in 
brackets): 
 

 Clun & North West Herefordshire Hills (Maintained) 

 Black Mountains & Golden Valley (Maintained) 

 Herefordshire Lowlands  (Neglected) 

 Herefordshire Plateau (Neglected) 

 South Herefordshire & Over Severn (Maintained) 

 Forest of Dean & Lower Wye (Maintained) 
 
A detailed description of these areas can be found on the Natural England website 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ 
 
To assess the condition of these character areas evidence is collected on the following 
aspects: trees & woodland; settlement & development; semi-natural habitats; river & coastal; 
historic features; boundary features; and agriculture. For each of these aspects an 
assessment is made as to whether it has been maintained or neglected or whether it is 
enhancing or diverging. Doing this means an overall assessment can be made for each area 
based on how many elements fall into each category. The latest assessment was carried out 
for the period 1999-2003. Of the six character areas in Herefordshire four were „maintained‟ 
and two „neglected‟ between 1999 and 2003 (see list above). More information on the 
evidence used to make these assessments can be found at http://countryside-quality-
counts.org.uk/jca/Default.aspx.  Consideration is currently being given to a third assessment 
of change for the period 2004-2009 
 
Herefordshire Council have also undertaken a landscape character assessment, which is a 
supplementary planning guidance document i.e. a tool for informing planning decisions for 

                                                           
4
 Source: Natural England 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://countryside-quality-counts.org.uk/jca/Default.aspx
http://countryside-quality-counts.org.uk/jca/Default.aspx
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different areas. Rather than constructing distinct areas within the county this describes 
different types of landscape and their character e.g. wet pasture meadows. The document is 
intended to promote the use of landscape assessment as part of the development control 
process, to increase awareness of the countryside‟s character and to ensure that future 
development is compatible with that character. This assessment was last updated in 2009, 
but doesn‟t include an ongoing assessment of the condition of each area type. 

 

Land use 
 

Data from the Generalised Land Use Database (GLUD) provides experimental statistics on 
the amount of land (square metres, m2) used for different land types, covering the whole of 
England. The database uses an automated methodology, which allocates all identifiable land 
features on Ordnance Survey‟s OS MasterMap® into nine simplified land categories and an 
additional „unclassified‟ category (see table 6.2). The most recent data from the GLUD is for 
2005. 
  
Table 6.2. Proportion of land use types for Herefordshire, the West Midlands, England, 2005 

  Herefordshire West Midlands  England 

  Area (m2) (thousands) % % % 

Total Area of All Land Types 2,179,143       

Area of Domestic Buildings 8,606 0% 1% 1% 

Area of Non Domestic 
Buildings 

6,840 0% 1% 1% 

Area of Road 26,645 1% 2% 2% 

Area of Path 409 0% 0% 0% 

Area of Rail 886 0% 0% 0% 

Area of Domestic Gardens 37,881 2% 5% 4% 

Area of Greenspace 2,067,101 95% 88% 87% 

Area of Water 17,645 1% 1% 3% 

Area of Other Land Uses 13,128 1% 2% 1% 

Area of Unclassified Land 1 0% 0% 0% 

Source: Department of Communities and Local Government (ONS – Crown copyright) 
  

By far the most predominant land type is the area of green space. The proportion of 

greenspace in Herefordshire (95%) is greater than in the West Midlands (88%) and England 

as a whole (87%). Domestic gardens account for the second greatest proportion, 2% in 

Herefordshire, 5% in the West Midlands and 4% in England. Roads accounted for 2% and 

water 3% in England as a whole but only 1% each in Herefordshire. 

Farming 
 

In 2009 agricultural holdings covered 185,131 hectares of land in Herefordshire, 85% of the 

total land area, high compared to England as a whole (72%)5. Most of this land is either 

permanent grassland (43%) or for crops and bare fallow (41%). Of the land that was cropped 

55% was used for cereals, 10% for oilseed rape, 9% for horticulture, 8% for potatoes and 

5% for maize. Of the horticulture, 4,511 hectares was used for top fruit (in orchards), 6% of 

the cropped area and 2% of the total farmed area, the rest was used for small fruit.  

                                                           
5
 Source: DEFRA – Agricultural Census 
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