 
	MINUTES of the meeting of the Herefordshire Local Access Forum held at Brockington, Hereford, on Wednesday 21st October 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

	Present:     Neil Barnes, David Boddington, Myra Chilman, Deborah Crowley, Dennis Downey, Phil Edwards, Richard Gething, John Hope, David Judson, Arthur Lee, Ben Nash, Peter Newman, Colin Palmer, Derek Wareham, Mike Wilson

 

Officers of Council : Rob Hemblade, Bianca Williams 

 

Officer of Amey: Will Steel  
 

 

Observers:    members of the public

	 


 

 

280. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 

Apologies were received from Dick Makin, Charlotte Morgan (who wishes to become a paper member), Cllr Wilcox (HC), Ruth Kinsella (Amey). Hugh Black, Aubrey Oliver and Stuart Thomas. Joy Williams has moved from the area and has resigned from the Forum.

 

281. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting of 15th July 2009 were signed as a true record of that meeting (subject to amendment of the minutes’ numbering).

AGREED That:
Minutes from the meeting, 15th July April 2009 be signed as a true record


282. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION POINTS

255 details have been passed onto Mike Wilson.

268 Circulated.

269 The HLAF will continue to monitor the staffing levels at Amey Herefordshire

275                                                                                                                            T

RG has met informally with Amey Herefordshire  to introduce himself and the work of the Local Access Forum. He is confident of establishing a good working relationship.

RG has not yet received a reply to his letter regarding the promotion of the work of the LAF to Council members.                                                                                    

RG has sent a response on behalf of the Forum regarding the West Midlands Spatial Strategy Phase 3 on the 4th August. A copy can be requested letter is available from BW 

The letter regarding Section116 and Section119 is to be sent again. RH mentioned that the decision about whether to proceed with s.116 does not lie with the Regulatory Committee. Cllr. Wilcox will make the decision in his capacity as capacity as Cabinet Member with responsibility for Public Rights of Way. 

A new member for the National English Forum has been appointed from Shropshire to represent West Midlands.  RG has sent a letter expressing his concerns regarding the lack  of communication which has been received fro DEFRA to date.

277. Done.

278. Livestock issues;                                                                                                    The Secretary of the Right of Way Review Committee is seeking advice, regarding the high court cases against farmers who stock have been causing injury to walkers, usually when accompanied by a dog

ACTIONS:

BW to circulate the response to West Midlands Spatial Strategy Phase 3 consultation to interested members

 

283.      FORUM BUSINESS 

 

End to end responsibility for Public Rights of Way in Herefordshire officially transferred to Amey herefordshire on the 1st September. The Chairman welcomed Will Steel to the who has been appointed by Amey Herefordshire to manage the rights of way service and team. 

RH gave a short presentation on the Herefordshire Council and Amey Partnership.

 

 RG mentioned that the ROWIP Group could look into the possible re-categorisation of the Herefordshire Trail to Category 1.

 

Concerns were raised about some terms used in the Key Performance Indicators, such as “hazard”

 

A question was raised about the auditing of parishes who are part of the Parish Paths Partnership Scheme. This will be carried out initially by Amey herefordshire to check work has been carried out and returns have been filled in correctly. Ultimately it will be Herefordshire Council’s responsibility to ensure the scheme is regularly checked and audited

 

A question was raised about the availability of the  Definitive Map on the council website. The defintiive map is currently under review and once completed it will be available on HC website.

 

Herefordshire Council will continue to maintain the PRoW site.

 

HLAF have offered their advice to the Environment Scrutiny Committee for their review in July regarding DMMO’s and PPO’s. Information has been requested how many DMMO’s have been made and are to be made.

 

AL mentioned that the ramblers would like to work together with HC and Amey regarding clearing the defects. 

 

RG thanked RH fro the presentation and stated that it was clear from the number of questions from Forum members that there would be a great deal of interest in how the service develops and the improvements as things settle down. 

 

LAF Membership

 

There are currently 3 vacancies on the LAF plus those members of the Forum coming to the end of their current term.  Recruitment is to be carried before the next meeting in January. 

 

It was suggested that a site visit take place in the black mountains to see the work carried out by Brecon Beacons national park Authority regarding bracken control and path erosion management. It was suggested that the matter be raised again in the January meeting at which time a date would be agreed upon. One suggestion was to hold it before the next Forum Meeting on  Wednesday 21st April 2010.

 

The possibility of the Forum hosting its own website was discussed. Suggestion included putting agenda and minutes on the site and adding  links to other sites about Forum related business and interest. It was noted that there is a page dedicated to the Forum on the Herefordshire Council Website and that this be developed instead. It was agreed that members send suggested links and articles to on the Website and RH would raise the matter with IT department. Members approved this course of action.

 

RH stated that he received a consultation paper from DEFRA entitled “Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and Structures (gates, gaps and stiles) on Rights of Way”. This will be circulated to the Legislative Group as hard copy and an electronic copy to the HLAF members. 

 

 

A query was raised about the demand for more information, and access the access land. It was noted that there has been very little demand from the public  and therefore no resources have been committed to signage or interpretation other than through grants provided by Natural England

 

 

ACTIONS:

 

Amey Herefordshire Contact details to be circulated to members at next meeting

Date of the visit to Brecon Beacon National Park to be decided at January Meeting

 

HLAF to provide RH with the information for the webpage

 

BW to send hard copies of DEFRA draft to Legislative Group and electronic copies to all HLAF members

 

 

283.   ROW MANAGER’S REPORT

 

WS, will from this meeting on give the report. 

The report has been attached to the minutes.

 

 

 

277.   WORKING GROUP REPORTS


· Route Development Group

· Legislative Group

· ROWIP Group

 

Route Development Group:

 

The group would like to see HC response regarding the List of Streets; this will be taken on at the next meeting. CP is also arranging a meeting with Cllr Wilcox, RH and Amey’s Highways Manager regarding this list. (Mike Everitt, mentioned that he had put 3 questions to RH at the HLAF meeting in 2007 regarding the List of Streets which have never been properly answered. These questions will be put forward in the next RDG meeting as Mike is a member)

The next meeting will be Tuesday 27th October at 14.30 at Queenswood.

 

ROWIP Group has not met.

Legislative Group to met via email regarding DEFRA consulatation paper about gaps and stiles. 

 

ACTIONS:

 

BW to attach minutes of last RDG meeting to these minutes

 

278.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Concern was expressed about gates being left open or even cut open and removed with the result that cars were being driving on the land, people letting their dogs run free and stock being allowed to wander onto the roads which the owner is liable for in the event  of an accident. CP mentioned the Occupiers Liability Act 2006 in which it states that courts may take in account the circumstances. RG will be attending the Rights of Way Review Committee meeting in London at which this subject is to be raised and will raise the Act mentioned by CP.

 

PE mentioned that PACT meetings now take place regularly throughout the county and have been effective in helping nuisance and antisocial behaviour and that it would be worth raising the issue with the organisers.  PACT meeting have representation from local councillors, local policing team police office and council officers and are open to all members of the local community

 

It was suggested that the rules around access land should be set out on the Herefordshire Council Website. 

Peter McKay (MoP) commented on the lack of clarity  and the difficulty reading the Long-term Obstructions’ List. RH mentioned that those in light grey type have been resolved and those in heavier type still need to be dealt with. The list is available to everybody.

RG suggested the numbers of LTO’s be monitored through the Rights of Way managers Report 

ACTIONS:

RG to raise the Owners Liability Act 2006 at the Rights of Way Review Committee

RH to look into adding access land guidance to Right to Roam to Herefordshire Council website

WS to add Long-term Obstructions  to the PRoW Managers Report 

279.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


MW mentioned that as the hedges on the edge of a field are so overgrown people have started walking on the ploughed or sown fields. RH explained  that the PRoW Department should cut the overgrowth from the surface every year, however there are very limited resources. Hedges need to be maintained by the landowners themselves. A landowner also needs to reinstate a RoW as soon as possible after ploughing/cropping/sowing. 
 

Next meeting 7pm 20th January 2010 at Brockington. 

 

The Meeting ended at 9.30 pm

 
 
 
 
Chairman: ____________________________
 
Date: ____________________________
 
