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INTRODUCTION

Chairman’s Foreword

This has been another positive year for the Forum with a number of opportunities that have allowed our collective ‘voice’ to be heard and listened to at local ,regional and national levels.     

With regard to our own Forum business, the often in-depth and detailed discussions around the list of streets and the definitive map, although valuable and informative to rights of way experts, may be of lesser importance to many Forum members and observers whose interest may lay elsewhere. The decision at the most recent Forum meeting to set up an informal working group to look at this matter in more detail away from the main meeting is a very welcome one and will allow the Forum to spend more time on other strategic issues over the coming year. One such issue will be to ensure that our Rights of Way are not unduly affected by limited resources and budgetary pressures.

The enthusiasm of members and the support and guidance  from our Secretary and his staff at the Hereford Council’s Rights of Way Section have all contributed to the success of the Forum over the past year and I am most grateful to all concerned.

Richard Gething

HLAF Chairman 

Secretary's Foreword
The Forum have spent a significant amount of time on two main areas of work this year, the Discovering Lost Ways project and the cross over between the list of streets and the definitive map. 

Natural England are due to make an announcement early in 2008 about the future of the Discovering Lost Ways Project and Herefordshire Local Access Forum will have had a significant impact on that decision through its involvement as a pathfinder project. Regardless of the decision by Natural England, HLAF’s profile has been significantly raised and it is increasingly being regarded as a beacon Forum and an example of best practice.

Although the Rights of Way Improvement plan will not be ready for the November deadline due internal resourcing issues, improvements set out in the draft plan are being implemented and it is anticipated that the final plan will be ready early in the new year.

Rob Hemblade

Public Rights of Way Manager

REVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR

Membership

The Forum re-elected Richard Gething as Chairman for a further 12 months and also re-appointed Derek Wareham as Vice Chairman.  

This years work:

Meetings have been held quarterly with three meetings at our central Hereford location and one at a local village destination (Brockhampton).

Matters discussed by the Forum have included:

Discovering Lost Ways Project

Herefordshire Local Access Forum has had significant involvement in the project being one of five pathfinder projects working with Natural England. A copy of the final report is attached.

Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
Forum members have been involved in the implementation of projects and provided significant input in the consultation of the draft ROWIP. The progress of the ROWIP is a permanent agenda item. 

· Consultations – The Forum have considered and responded to the following consultations over the past year:

· Public Rights of Way Inspection and Maintenance Leaflet

· Rights of Way Improvement Plan

· Polytunnels Supplementary Planning Document

Working Groups

Working groups have continued to meet discussing issues outside of Forum meetings that require further consideration. The Forum’s working groups include:

i. Rights of Way Improvement Plan working group

ii. Lost Ways working group

iii. Legislative working group

Training 

Presentations were again arranged for the Forum this year. These included:

Natural England – Discovering Lost Ways

Country Landowners and Business Association – Their work

Polytunnels Supplementary Planning Document

PROGRAMME FOR COMING YEAR

The Work Plan for 2007/08

The Forum will cover the following in the coming year:

Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) 

The LAF will be involved in the ongoing work of the ROWIP. The working group will meet in the coming year in order to look at more potential projects to be carried out and review the outcome of those prioritised last year. 

Discovering Lost Ways project

The role of the Forum will in the project will become clearer once Natural England have declared their intentions for the national project. This is expected in early 2008. 

Consultations  

The Forum will further respond to and comment on documents received from Defra and Natural England, and on other initiatives that require consultation.

National and Regional Forums

The Forum intend to become involved in the setting up of National and Regional Forums with the aim of clarifying and strengthening the role of Forums nationally, regionally and locally.

Training.  

Events and training will be held in the coming year for the forum on countryside access and other related issues. 

APPENDICES

Appendix I

APPOINTING AUTHORITY DETAILS

Appointing Authority:

Public Rights of Way Service

Herefordshire Council

PO Box 41

Leominster

HR6 0ZA

Tel.  01432 260572

Fax. 01432 383031

Email. 

Rightsofway@herefordshire.gov.uk
Secretariat:

Rob Hemblade

Public Rights of Way Manager

Herefordshire Council

PO Box 41

Leominster

HR6 0ZA

Tel.  01432 261981

Email. 

roberth@herefordshire.gov.uk

Appendix II

MEETING DETAILS

All meetings are in the evening’s (19.00). 

Meeting venues are alternated between summer and winter months.  

Summer months (April – September) meeting venues are varied around the County to enable a larger number of the general public to attend at least one meeting without having to travel too far. 

Winter months (October – March) meetings held in Hereford (most central location).
During this period 2005-06 the following meetings were held, all of which were open to the public:

	18 October 2005
	Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

	17 January 2007
	Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

	18 April 2007
	Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

	18 July 2007
	Brockhampton Village Hall

	17 October 2007
	Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

	
	


All meeting papers relating to the LAF can be found on the Herefordshire Council website at www.herefordshire.gov.uk or at Herefordshire Council Plough Lane offices, Plough Lane, Hereford. Members of the public are welcomed at all meetings of the Forum and may be invited to speak at the discretion of the Chairman.
Appendix III




MEMBERS OF THE HLAF

	NAME
	LANDOWNER/USER /OTHER

	Neil Barnes

David Boddington

Hugh Black

Deborah Crowley

Myra Chilman

Simon Dereham

Dennis Downey

Richard Gething  

David Judson

Arthur Lee

James Makin

Charlotte Morgan

John Nash

Peter Newman

Colin Palmer

Stuart Thomas

Mike Wilson

Derek Wareham 

Joy Williams

Cllr J. Hope

Cllr P Edwards

Cllr A. Oliver
	Conservation / User (Other)

User / Landowner (Other)

Landowner / User (Other)

User

Landowner/ Other (business)/User

Landowner / Conservation

Walking tourism

Other /Parish Councils

User / Outdoor Recreation

User

Landowner

Other /Stewardship agreements / Access for all

Landowner/Conservation

User

User / Tourism

Health / Recreation / Landowner

Parish / user

Land Manager / User / Conservationist

Walking to Health 
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