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FOREWARD

Chairman’s Foreword
This third year of the Forum’s existence has seen an increasingly proactive role for the Forum in Access and Rights of Way issues in Herefordshire and across the West Midlands Region. For example, the Forum has played a significant part in deciding the first year’s priorities for projects identified in the Herefordshire Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan. 

Although no date has yet been fixed by the Archive Research Unit (ARU) of Natural England’s Lost Ways project to visit Herefordshire, the Forum has taken the initiative to undertake some preliminary work starting this year with those Parish Councils and volunteers who have expressed an interest in the project. 

The Cabinet of the Herefordshire Council were briefed on the Forum by me and the Vice Chairman last year and it is hoped to raise the profile of the Forum with other CROW Act 2000 Section 94 organisations/bodies in 2007.

All these encouraging developments have proved the effectiveness of the Forum and the long awaited LAF Guidelines are expected to be published by DEFRA within the next few weeks which will confirm and clarify our role. 

The success of the Forum has only been made possible by the input from members and co-opted individuals, the support of Herefordshire Council and the hard work of Alison Roberts, our Secretary. It would remiss of me not to mention the contribution that Alan Edwards has made to the Forum’s work and his enthusiasm and knowledge will be missed and we wish him all the best on his move to France. Thank you all.

Richard Gething

HLAF Chairman 

Secretary's Foreword
The past 12 months have seen the Forum becoming much more involved in both the Rights of Way Improvement Plan and the Discovering Lost Ways Project through the setting up and attendance of working groups.

The Rights of Way Improvement Plan working group have been working closely with Public Rights of Way Officers prioritising suggested improvements put forward by Parish Councils and monitoring the progress of those. Over the next 12 months the working group will play an important role in the production of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

A great deal of interest has been generated about lost ways, green lanes, white roads, the list of streets and various other related matters at the Local Access Forum meetings. As a result, the lost ways working group has set itself up to bring some semblance of order to this essential area of rights of way work. To date the group has been coming to terms with the scope of the work and is starting to organise itself The aim is to become an effective co-ordinating and advisory body contributing to the wider aims of the Rights of Way team.

Rob Hemblade

Rights of Way Manager

REVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR

Membership

The Forum re-elected Richard Gething as Chairman for a further 12 months and also re-appointed Derek Wareham as Vice Chairman.  

This years work:

Meetings have been held quarterly with two meetings at our central Hereford location and two at local village destinations (Holme Lacy College, Michaelchurch Escley).

Matters discussed by the Forum have included:

Discovering Lost Ways Project

The Lost Ways working group has met twice in the last year to discuss a number of issues surrounding the project, including the preparation required before the Archive Research Unit reaches Herefordshire.  The group has agreed a co-ordinator to chair and over-see the work and research carried out over the coming year.

Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
During the last year, the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) has developed and a number of projects were prioritised through the ROWIP working group. Members have been updated on the progress of these projects, and the ROWIP document itself.

Consultations – The Forum have considered and responded to the following consultations over the past year:

· PROW Inspection and Maintenance plan

· Section 69 of the CRoW Act 2000

Cross Border Access Initiative

The Cross-Border Access Initiative has now been completed. 

Working Groups

Working groups have continued to meet discussing issues outside of Forum meetings that require further consideration. The Forum’s working groups include:

i. Legislative working group

ii. Rights of way working group

iii. Lost Ways working group

Training 

Presentations were again arranged for the Forum this year. These included:

      1.
           British Canoe Union Presentation


2.              ROWIP progress presentation

3.
           British Horse Society access talk

Training Day - Longtown

The LAF were invited to attend a training day in collaboration with the Brecon Beacons Eastern Area LAF. This was to learn more about the Cross Border Access Initiative that had been successfully completed earlier in the year.  A number of presentations were given including the Countryside Council for Wales perspective on the project; the achievements of the project given by the Brecon Beacons National park Authority; and a view on the lessons learnt by Herefordshire Council.

This was followed by a site visit to Llantony to see the installation of the broadband information point located in the visitor car-park, and a walk around the circular route created as an accessible route to all. 

PROGRAMME FOR COMING YEAR

The Work Plan for 2006/07

The Forum will cover the following in the coming year:

Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) 

The LAF will be involved in the ongoing work of the ROWIP. LAF members will be asked to comment on the Draft ROWIP and the working group will meet in the coming year in order to look at more potential projects to be carried out and review the outcome of those prioritised last year. 

Discovering Lost Ways project

The working group will continue to prepare for the discovering lost ways project as far as possible, with further meetings and guidance from Natural England regarding its progress and the way forward.

Consultations  

The Forum will further respond to and comment on documents received from Defra and Natural England, and on other initiatives that require consultation.

Training.  

Events and training will be held in the coming year for the forum on countryside access and other related issues. 

APPENDICES

Appendix I

APPOINTING AUTHORITY DETAILS

Appointing Authority:

Public Rights of Way Service

Herefordshire Council

PO Box 4

Plough Lane

Hereford

HR4 0XH

Tel.  01432 260572

Fax. 01432 383031

Email. 

Rightsofway@herefordshire.gov.uk
Secretariat:

Alison Roberts

PROW Development Officer

Herefordshire Council

PO Box 4

Plough Lane

Hereford

HR4 0XH 

Tel.  01432 260794

Email. 

aroberts@herefordshire.gov.uk

Appendix II

MEETING DETAILS

All meetings are in the evening’s (19.00). 

Meeting venues are alternated between summer and winter months.  

Summer months (April – September) meeting venues are varied around the County to enable a larger number of the general public to attend at least one meeting without having to travel too far. 

Winter months (October – March) meetings held in Hereford (most central location).
During this period 2005-06 the following meetings were held, all of which were open to the public:

19 October 2005

   Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

18 January 2006
Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

19 April 2006
Wilsley House, Holme Lacy College

19 July 2006
Michaelchurch Escley Village Hall

18 October 2006
Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford







All meeting papers relating to the LAF can be found on the Herefordshire Council website at www.herefordshire.gov.uk or at Herefordshire Council Plough Lane offices, Plough Lane, Hereford. Members of the public are welcomed at all meetings of the Forum and may be invited to speak at the discretion of the Chairman.
Appendix III




MEMBERS OF THE HLAF

NAME
LANDOWNER/USER /OTHER

Neil Barnes

David Boddington

Hugh Black

Myra Chilman

Simon Dereham

Dennis Downey

Richard Gething  

David Judson

Arthur Lee

James Makin

Charlotte Morgan

John Nash

Peter Newman

Colin Palmer

Norman Pomfret

Neville Powell

Derek Wareham 

Joy Williams

Cllr R. Manning

Cllr R Matthews

Cllr Mrs S Robertson
Conservation / User (Other)

User / Landowner (Other)

Landowner / User (Other)

Landowner/ Other (business)/User

Landowner / Conservation

Walking tourism

Other /Parish Councils

User / Outdoor Recreation

User

Landowner

Other /Stewardship agreements / Access for all

Landowner/Conservation

User

User / Tourism

User

User / Landowner

Land Manager / User / Conservationist

Walking to Health 
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