About Woolhope

This walk takes place in an area of the County known as
the Woolhope Dome. The Woolhope Dome is a rim of
hills and folds resulting from the underlying geology of
silurian limestone. The limestone rock layer provides
beneficial conditions for species-rich grassland, a habitat
which isn’'t widespread in the county as much of
Herefordshire lies on old red sandstone. In the centre of
the dome of hills lies Woolhope, a quiet, pretty village
which has built up around a 12" century church.

Quite a few place in Herefordshire have the word ‘Hope’
in their name including Sollers Hope, Fownhope and of
course Woolhope. The word ‘Hope’ means a small,
enclosed ‘blind’ valley, and when you look at the hilly
landscape in this area it is not surprising that the name
appears so often.

Broadmoor Common to the north of Woolhope is a 35.5
acre site managed by the Herefordshire Council Parks,
Countryside & Leisure Development Service. It is
designated a Local Nature Reserve (LNR), one of 1050
in England.

Local Nature Reserves are designated for both people
and wildlife. At Broadmoor Common the species rich
grassland is important as is the adjoining woodland. The
site is managed appropriately for nature conservation in
association with the local commoners.

Nearby Sollers Hope is situated in a perfect example of
an enclosed valley and has had a castle, with a church
and a later Elizabethan manor house. Its not really a
defensive position, which indicates that the castle was
more of a manorial residence than a defensive fortress,
although there is a deep stream on the west side. In the
13" century the manor belonged to the Sollers family.

Parking

There is parking in Woolhope village and a few spaces on
Broadmoor Common.

Refreshments

Both of the pubs in Woolhope - The Crown and
The Butchers Arms serve good food, though both get busy
during the summer months so booking may be advisable.

Walk Information

This leaflet has been designed to tell you all you need to
know about the route before you set out.
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Always follow the Country Code. Enjoy your walk!

This leaflet is available in large print from
Tourist Information Centres and libraries
throughout the County. Also available at
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/circularwalks

This route is managed by Amey Herefordshire
email: streets @ herefordshire.gov.uk
or contact INFO in Herefordshire Tel: 01432 261800

Designed & produced by Herefordshire Council.
This leaflet was funded by Welcome to our Future
through the Severn Waste Environmental Fund
(Landfill Communities Fund)
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