THE COUNTY OF HEREFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981

STATEMENT OF PRIORITIES

As part of its Public Rights of Way Strategy 2005–2007, Herefordshire Council have updated its Statement of Priorities for the continuous review of the Definitive Map and Statement as follows:-

Applications which fall short of the legal criteria* or are not in the prescribed form will be rejected by the officer responsible for the case.

Existing Applications 

All existing applications, which have progressed to draft report stage by 31st July 2005, will be processed in date order.

All existing applications that have not progressed to draft report stage by 31st July 2005 will be considered against the following criteria.

The application does not create a useful addition to the rights of way network and is:-

Weak – The application will be subject to a brief investigation by the case officer. Consultation with the Parish Council will be carried out and a report will then be submitted to the Director of Environment recommending rejection of the application if insufficient evidence is discovered to support the application.

Fairly robust  - The applicant will be advised that the application is low priority 

Very robust  - The applicant will be advised that the application is low priority.

The application creates a useful addition to the rights of way network and is:-

Weak – The applicant will be advised that the application will be a low priority and invited to submit further evidence in support of the application. 

Fairly robust – The applicant will be advised the application will be a medium priority and invited to submit stronger evidence in order to fast track the application

Very robust – The application will be fast tracked

New Applications

All new applications will considered against the following criteria:

The application does not provide a useful route and is:-

Weak – The application will be subject to a brief investigation by the case officer. Consultation with the Parish Council will be carried out and a report will then be submitted to the Director of Environment recommending rejection of the application if insufficient evidence is discovered to support the application.

Fairly robust  - The applicant will be advised the application is a low priority 

Very robust  - The applicant will be advised that the application is a low priority.

The application creates useful route addition and is:

Weak – The applicant will be advised that the application will be a low priority and invited to submit further evidence to speed up the process.

Fairly robust – The applicant will be advised the application will be medium priority and invited to submit stronger evidence in order to fast track the application.

Very robust – The application will be fast tracked

Downgrades and Extinguishments

An application to either downgrade a route or extinguish a right of way is unlikely to be of benefit to the network, but there remains a legal duty on Herefordshire Council to determine the application. The assessment of the application will therefore be based on the strength of evidence supplied with the application alone. Very robust evidence will result in an application being regarded as medium priority; fairly robust evidence will result in the application being regarded as low priority; and weak evidence will result in the application being subjected to a brief investigation, consultation with the Parish Council being carried out and recommended for rejection if insufficient evidence is discovered to support the application. 

Anomalies

Anomalies will be dealt with in the following order:

1.
If it is in the interest of the public

2.
If it would result in a network improvement

3.
If it would assist permitted development

Determining applications outside the Statement of Priorities

In the case of all DMMO applications and anomalies, an application may be dealt with outside this sequence of priorities if:

i)
Circumstances change the apparent usefulness of the claimed route.

ii)
The claimed route is threatened by development works or other activities that may cause it to be destroyed.

iii)
The claimed route is considered to be of strategic importance

Within each prioritisation bracket, applications will be dealt with on a date order basis.

* as set out by schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside ACT 1981





