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	ATTENDANCE

	Name:
	Name:

	Neil Barnes
David Boddington
Deborah Crowley
Mike Everitt

Richard Gething
David Judson
Roger Lowery
Dick Makin

	Peter Newman

Colin Palmer

Derek Wareham

Mike Wilson

Rob Hemblade (Herefordshire Council)

Will Steel (Amey Herefordshire)

Jill Addis (Amey Herefordshire)

Members of the public



	APOLOGIES

	Myra Chilman, Arthur Lee, Stuart Thomas, Michael Mable

	Notes Prepared By:
	Jill Addis

	AGENDA SUMMARY

	
	

	1.0
	Apologies for absence/new members 

	
	Apologies for absence noted, and new members welcomed

	2.0
	Minutes

	
	To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2009

	3.0
	Matters arising/action points

	
	To discuss any matters arising from previous minutes

	4.0
	Presentation by Michael Mable

	
	History of the Definitive Map

	5.0
	Forum Business

	
	Update from the Chairman

	
	Annual Report

	
	Brecon Beacons National Park visit

	6.0
	Rights of Way Managers Report

	
	Update regarding rights of way matters

	7.0
	Work Group Reports

	
	Route Development training session, run by TTT

	8.0
	Public Participation

	
	To receive questions from members of the public

	9.0
	Any other business

	
	Any business submitted to the Chairman prior to/or at the beginning on the meeting.  To be discussed time permitting at the discretion of the Chairman

	

	DISTRIBUTION

	HLAF Members, HLAF Paper Members, Rob Hemblade, Will Steel, Herefordshire Council website



	
AGENDA AND CHECK LIST
	ACTION

	

	288.
	Apologies for absence/new members
	

	
	Apologies were received from Myra Chilman, Arthur Lee and Stuart Thomas.  New members, Roger Lowery and Mike Everitt were welcomed.
	

	
	
	

	289.
	MINUTES
	

	
	It was noted that minutes of the last meeting had been sent out with incorrect numbering.  This had been corrected and the amended minutes were passed out.  Mike Everitt asked that an amendment be made to point 285.  This was amended by hand during the meeting.  The minutes were then signed as a true record of the meeting of 21 October 2009.
	

	
	
	

	290.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	255 Mike Wilson stated that he was still awaiting a reply from the Nature Trust, and from Rob Hemblade.
Mike Everitt asked whether the Environment Scrutiny Committee mentioned in point 283 was in July 2010.  RG confirmed that it was and said that he written to the Committee offering to do a presentation to the council on behalf of HLAF.
RH has been asked to do a report for the Scrutiny Committee compiling all queries, along with a review of Amey’s performance.  He will pick up all points raised in the past for this report.

RG asked if he could become a member of the committee, and was told that when rights of way were an issue the group would invite representation.  He had been asked to give a presentation at the July meeting but as yet had not received and invitation to sit on the panel itself.

286 Natural England have set up a working group to examine the problems of members of the public walking in land where livestock is present.  They will be looking to update and improve guidance for landowners and users.

A correction was made to the Act mentioned in point 286.  It should read the Compensation Act, not the Occupiers Liability Act.

The actions raised on the previous minutes were closed out.
	RH
RH
RG

	
	
	

	291.
	Presentation – history of the definitive map

	
	Michael Mable was to give a presentation on the History of the Definitive Map, but had to send apologies due to sickness.  WS stood in and issued handouts to go with the presentation.
Following the presentation questions were invited.  Dennis Downey asked if old railway tracks were automatically regarded as paths.  WS replied that they were not.

RG stated that the Stakeholder Working Group report should soon be out in draft.  It should be with Ministers before the end of the month.  The report will make a number of recommendations.  Firstly it will propose that the recording of historic rights of way be made easier.  Many of these rights of way are useful to the public now and need to be captured before the cut off date of 2026.

It will only be possible to record all paths if the process is simplified.  The Stakeholder
	

	
	Working Group have stated that the report must be taken as a whole, and not cherry picked.  It will be published on the Natural England website.
Mike Everitt made reference to the list of anomalies and asked if this meant that the GIS map and the 1989 map were different.  RH replied that they were.  The map had been scanned in at a scale of 1:10,000.  They wanted a map that would work at any scale.  The digitised map was put on the computer to make it accurate at any scale.  If a big variation between the two was identified, it was put on the anomaly list to be researched later on.

PPOs are physically marked on the map in pen.  There is a legal obligation to keep a paper copy, but it is hoped that this will be available on the website at some point.

Mike Everitt asked if in 1952, Forms FP4 were decided through a similar procedure to now.  RH said that a Planning Inspector or Committee would have decided whether to approve.  WS stated that the FP4 recorded the survey.  It was a council decision as to whether to place it on the map.  If there was an objection then there would be a court hearing.
RG asked where the current backlog lay.  WS said that it was distributed fairly evenly throughout the process.  RG wondered if the forum could be of any assistance in the process.  RH said that he had been asked to look at a way of streamlining the process.  This had started with a change of policy, asking applicants to provide more information.  When looking into further streamlining RH said that he would ask the forum to review and make suggestions.  Mike Wilson suggested that it would help to keep pressure on the Cabinet Member, inviting him to attend meetings.
RG said that under the current CRoW Act, if an historic (pre-1949) route is not shown on the map by 2026 it will be lost.  One of the Strategic Working Group’s recommendations is that Modification Order applications be registered so that the claimed routes are not lost if they do not appear on the map before the cut off date.
Colin Palmer suggested that it would be useful for the group to see how Herefordshire tackled the process in comparison to neighbouring counties.  RG asked what this would tell the group.  CP said that it would give an idea of how accurate the Herefordshire Definitive Map is.  RG asked if members agreed.  David Judson replied that it would help to know how Herefordshire compares with elsewhere.
WS said that comparative data would be very hard to find in this area of work.  The problems are historic and cannot be undone.  However, best practice was shared.

RH said that he would be looking at benchmarking, but this would purely be figures.  In comparison, Shropshire tackled problems parish by parish, but it was open to interpretation as to whether this was any better.

Mike Everitt said that the process needed to be simplified, or more resources provided.

RG suggested a future presentation to highlight the problems in Herefordshire and asked members to come up with recommendations as to how to solve the issues.
	RH

	
	
	

	292.
	FORUM BUSINESS
	

	
	RG said that he was still hoping to gain publicity for the forum through Herefordshire Matters.  He had given a briefing to the Herefordshire Partnership Board emphasising the importance of public open spaces, and highlighting poor equestrian provision.  RG 
	RG

	
	has been invited to give a presentation to the Environment Scrutiny Committee in July.

The draft Annual Report was given out with the request that any suggested amendments be sent through as soon as possible so that it can be published.
The Brecon Beacons visit is to be arranged for 21 April.  A visit to the access land will be followed by an early evening meeting.  Members will meet at Longtown Parish Hall at 2pm, and will be transported to site.  They will return to Longtown at approximately 4.30pm for refreshments.  The meeting will then begin at 5.30pm.  This is subject to the hall’s availability.

RH introduced some consultation documents.  The first was the LTP3 which has started its first round of consultation.  It is important as LPT2 was worth £250k to the rights of way service through capital funding.  Defra have provided specific guidance on how to link the ROWIP with LTP3.  RH will be talking to Transport about co-ordinating the two, and will also be asking the ROWIP team for help.  RH wondered how it would be best to integrate the two.  He will circulate the appropriate link to everyone for their response.
RG said that the Legislative Group would need to convene after comments had been received.  The LG should meet and the end of February/early March, giving three weeks to send comments in.  The LG would review these and produce a response.

RH then introduced the Local Development Framework which mentions green infrastructure.  Individual responses have been encouraged, and RH believed it would be worth sending a response from the forum.  Responses should be sent to Jill Addis by 28 February for collation.  The formal response needs to be in by 12 March.
Defra’s Waterways for Everyone has a large aspect to do with recreation.  Again RH requested input.  The response is required by 26 March.

All documents can be found at the library or online at:
1. HC’s LTP3 document (http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport/3204.asp)

2. HC’s Place Shaping project (http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/housing/planning/43195.asp)

3. Defra’s Waterways for Everyone document (http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/waterways/index.htm)

John Evans, Chair of the Brecon Beacons LAF, asked that RH raise some points in his absence:  The River Monnow footbridge has been rebuilt.  There is an opening ceremony in spring, and JE asked if the LAF would support this.

The Powys LAF has merged from three forums into one.

JE also asked what involvement HLAF had with planning matters.  RH said that HLAF are not involved with individual cases – it was more strategic e.g. polytunnels.

There was a request that the format of the minutes be changed to the PACT format.  ME did not think that this was appropriate as there was not enough detail.  RG said that he preferred the minutes as they were and the other members agreed.
Arthur Lee had emailed RG with his apologies, and asked that some points be raised in his absence. He felt that the LAF had missed out on publicity by not submitting a walk for the Walking Festival.  It was thought that it would be too late to enter one for 2010, but that this be added to the agenda for the next meeting.

AL asked if a response had been received from Herefordshire Council with regards to point 283 from the previous minutes.  No response had been received.
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	AL also asked if the council would ‘consider publishing information on accessibility of structures so as to inform users in advance of their using the paths’.  WS confirmed that this is already done.

RG said that if everyone was in agreement, he would write to Herefordshire Council asking that they adopt AL’s main recommendations.  This was agreed.
	

	293.
	RIGHTS OF WAY MANAGER’S REPORT
	

	
	WS presented the manager’s report.  The report will be attached to the minutes of this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	294.
	WORK GROUP REPORTS
	

	
	The Legislative Group had not met – they are to arrange a meeting.

The ROWIP Group had not met.

CP provided feedback from the Route Development Group.  They were working towards a method which would adopt the PACT process.  They were looking into publicising access.  MW had been active on white roads and unclassified roads, and had had some success with Ordnance Survey.

CP said that work needed to be started with parishes – they needed to be contacted so that initiatives could be started.

The group had looked for blueprints on which to draw from in terms of training.  The Mendip Trails Trust negotiated with landowners and had been successful in opening bridleways in the Mendip Hills.  Training for LAF members has been arranged for 1 March.
	

	
	
	

	295.
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	
	Peter McKay asked that a table of advice be produced (an example was emailed to RG), and placed on the website.  WS said that this could be done.  Old minutes could be examined, and the table updated regularly.  Only advice issued officially through the forum could be published.
RG suggested that PM’s example be sent to members for their feedback and general comments.

ME said that the table should only run from July 2008 onwards, as agreed under point 236, and that there should be a list of open actions.
	

	
	
	

	296.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	Dates for future meetings were set as follows:

21 April 2010 – Brecon Beacons visit

21 July 2010 – venue to be confirmed.  In a previous meeting, Stuart Thomas suggested a visit to an HLS scheme in the Callow

20 October 2010 – Brockington

26 January 2011 – Brockington
	

	
	There being no other business, the meeting ended at 9.25pm.
	


Chairman: 





Date:        




	

	

	Rev:
	01
	Date:
	Jan 10
	
	Ref:
	
	Page 6 of 6

	UNCONTROLLED IF COPIED OR PRINTED



[image: image1.jpg]