COUNTY OF HEREFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL


	HEREFORDSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM
	18 April 2007



	MINUTES of the meeting of the Herefordshire Local Access Forum held at Council Chamber, Brockhampton Village Hall Herefordshire, on Wednesday 18th July, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

	Present:
Neil Barnes, Hugh Black, Cllr P Edwards, Simon Dereham, Richard Gething (Chairman), Cllr J Hope, David Judson, Arthur Lee, Charlotte Morgan, Ben Nash, Peter Newman, Colin Palmer, Norman Pomfret, Derek Wareham, Joy Williams

Observers:       Tony Featherstone (Parks, Countryside and Leisure Development Manager HC), Mike Everitt (Malvern Hills District Footpath Society), Peter Mckay (Byways and Bridleways Trust), John Evans, (Easter Area BBNPA LAF chairman), John Hudson, Heather Hurley, Mike Wilson, Mrs B Smith (British Driving Society representative)

	


190.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Dr David Boddington, Dennis Downey and Dick Makin.

191. MINUTES

The minutes of 18.04.07 were signed as a true record of the meeting with the amendment that Norman Pomfret was present at the meeting.

AGREED That:
Minutes from the meeting 18.04.07 be signed as a true record of the meeting 


192. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION POINTS

Item 193 from the previous minutes was queried as to what was the cut off date for draft ROWIP responses. It was confirmed that this was Friday 27 July.

The Chairman further stated that a response to the draft had been submitted on behalf of HLAF.

Regarding item 194 of the previous minutes it was queried if there had been any progress on developing headed notepaper for the forum.  It was informed by the secretariat that no ideas were put forward, but would be beneficial to the LAF if a logo was developed.  A design would be looked into.

ACTION:

Secretariat and forum to identify headed notepaper design

193. DISCOVERING LOST WAYS PRESENTATION

Sarah James from Natural England gave a presentation on an overview of the Discovering Lost Ways project and the pathfinder projects being undertaken.  The forum was guided through the presentation with a chance to ask questions at the end.  Presentation notes would be circulated to the forum.

Following the presentation an update was given by the co-ordinator of the Lost Ways working group.  It was reported that the 5th June workshop held for selected parishes was a success even though only 6 of the 9 parishes invited attended.  

Reactions to the workshop had been further discussed at the next working group meeting and a number of points noted.  These outlined the difficulties involved in the labour intensive methods employed in running the workshop and consideration should be given to employing technology to improve this area.  Also noted was the time period in which parishes had for responding fell during the local election period.

It was reported that parishes were positive about the project progressing and that the base maps provided were extremely useful.

It was requested that any technical questions on discovering lost ways be submitted to the chairman or secretariat so that they could take them to the advisory working group meeting for discovering lost ways next week in Cheltenham.

Discussion arose regarding the profile of the LAF when a member of the public stated that this profile should be raised especially with the discovering lost ways project work in the county.  Following this it was also stated that in relation to the lost ways project, site visits should be carried out to look at routes that were already being used and many of which had already been researched.  The importance of potential bridleways being a priority was stressed.

In response it was noted that the LAF needed to take forward the suggestion of raising their profile 

There was concern about raising expectations of the project, as it is only still only at an early stage. 

In relation to the overall Discovering Lost Ways project, a review of the project is being be undertaken and a decision will be made in December 2007 as to the future of the project.   It was further queried by the LAF whether information gathered by Natural England on pilot pathfinder projects would still be published regardless, so that the county could progress with lost ways and it was stated that it would be.

The LAF agreed that local knowledge and involving local interest was important to the success of the pathfinder project.  After questioning funding for project work, it was informed that Natural England might be able to provide some help.  

Again bridleways were flagged as an important aspect of the project and that emphasis should be on these as the county bridleway network is fragmented.  Discussion followed on the importance of the higher rights routes and the involvement of all who use them, not only equestrians.  

The forum were informed of the situation of the pathfinder project in Cheshire where researched cases were ready for submission, and, after contact with relevant landowners, could go ahead to order making stage.

ACTION

Secretariat to circulate DLW presentation notes to forum members

Questions to be submitted to RG or secretariat on technical issues of DLW to forward at the DLW advisory group meeting in Cheltenham

194. FORUM BUSINESS

The forum were reminded that re-appointment of members would be due in October. Those coming to the end of their 3-year appointment were Neil Barnes, Arthur Lee, Charlotte Morgan, Colin Palmer and Norman Pomfret.  It was informed that they would be receiving correspondence in the near future regarding this.

The Chair also reminded the forum that positions for Chair and Vice Chair would be available should any member wish to stand.

The Chairman welcomed two new members of the forum, Cllr John Hope, and Cllr Phil Edwards and stressed that it was important that the forum has councillor representation.

The forum was informed that Alison Roberts would be leaving the Herefordshire Council to take up a new post.  Thanks was given to the time and work put into the forum and wished her success for the future.

It was queried by one member about the costing of running the forum, which was said to have been looked into.  This would be further looked into for the next forum meeting.  It would also be fed through to Natural England so they have an idea about costs and possible future funding considering discovering lost ways. 

ACTION:

Secretariat to inform members coming to the end of 3-year appointment and begin recruitment process.

Secretariat to consider costs of running HLAF.  This to be fed back to Natural England by September.

195. RIGHTS OF WAY MANAGERS REPORT 

Reports were given on the following

Enforcement Policy

It was reported that 14 notices had been served since January 2007, most of these had been for ploughing and cropping. 

Public Path Order policy and procedures

Figures given for the PPO policy were:

Highways Act – 16 decisions since April 2006
Highways Act – 6 orders made since April 2007
TCPA – 9 decisions made since April 2006
TCPA – 5 orders made since February 2007
Modification Order Policy

DMMO – 9 decisions had been made since December 2006

Right to Apply

It was informed that the right to apply consultation was out and that as it was a quite significant document, forum responses were important.  

It was agreed that the legislative working group should put together a response to this consultation and would further discuss a suitable date to meet. Any comments regarding the consultation should be submitted to the secretariat for consideration at the meeting therefore.

Inspection and Maintenance 

A number of questions had been received from Arthur Lee regarding the Inspection and Maintenance leaflet being developed.  In response to these the secretariat stated:

1. Wording would need to be checked on the leaflet as to align with what is written in the policy

2. The leaflet would likely be distributed to landowners, libraries for information, perhaps sent out with letters and on request.

The Chairman stated that it would be a good idea if Parish Councils received a copy, which HALC could circulate. 

3. Those who reported defects would not automatically receive a copy of the leaflet.

4. Although it would be difficult to weight defect reports, the policy did list the number of people reporting the defect as one of the considerations for prioritisation. 

5. In relation to defects having a reference number – this is already in place.

6. In the instance of a severe storm shortly after an inspection, a fresh inspection would depend on resources.  Much of this is reliant on people reporting fresh problems to the rights of way department therefore.

It was also outlined that the general time limit on clearing defects was broad as outlined in the inspection and maintenance policy.

BVPI 178

It was reported that the BVPI 178 would likely be disappearing in the future and Local Area Agreements are being looked at instead.  In response to this it was considered that there should be assurance that rights of way does not suffer from less emphasis.

A member of the public reiterated a previous letter he had sent the forum concerning BVPI 178. This stated that BVPI 178 was not a helpful tool in tackling the problems on rights of way and that data and results already collected and recorded should be considered more in the future instead of relying on BVPI figures.

The secretariat stated that the comparison of BVPI figures was not consistent throughout, as some counties had not used standard methodologies.

It was agreed that the secretariat would provide detail of the current backlog figures at the next forum.


ACTION:


Any comments on the Right to Apply consultation to be submitted to the secretariat for inclusion in the legislative working group meeting

HALC to assist in distributing Inspection and Maintenance leaflet to Parish Councils.

Secretariat to provide current work backlog figures for next forum

 
196. WORK GROUP REPORTS 

ROWIP

The forum ROWIP working group reported that they had met to discuss the draft document and overall found it to be understandable and readable.

The main comments arising were that a summary leaflet should be produced for the general public outlining and summarising the main sections of the plan.  The working group outlined a number of specific points also in the draft that need to be looked at.

Discussion arose as to further comments that should have been included in the working group’s report.  Issues such as considering local heritage where upgrading sites, and also issues surrounding the statement of action, budget figures and staffing levels that require a lot of future commitment.  Even though it was outlined that the document was aspirational, suggestions of achieving this should be looked at closely, including other means of funding.

It was agreed that these further issues should be looked at and included in the forums response to the draft.  

The secretariat reported that the document should also be considered a bidding document.


ACTION

Forum to further discuss the ROWIP comments made by the working group and include further comments raised 

197. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A letter had been received from Peter Mckay, Byways and Bridleways Trust representative, regarding ‘keep safe roads’ and the issue of there being little or no attention given to them.  It went on to state that if these routes were incorporated into the ROWIP then a policy of enforcement would be present, and routes could be re-signed as ‘quiet lanes’.

Discussion ensued about the benefits of these routes being incorporated into the ROWIP and under the rights of way teams remit and suggestion arose that the issue should be monitored by the forum.  The secretariat reminded the forum that as part of the ROWIP, the development of Unclassified County roads into walking and bridleway routes was outlined as an action. 

Forum members asked whether it would be a good idea if the Head of Highways and Transportation be invited to the next forum meeting to answer questions on the ongoing issues regarding the List of Streets and the upkeep of Unclassified County Roads.  It was agreed that this was a good idea, but also to invite the Cabinet member for Highways and Transportation as well.  

The secretariat also agreed that it would be a good idea to produce a technical note on unclassified roads and the list of streets before the meeting to circulate to forum members.

A member of the public raised a concern about false defect reports and how many the council received after a complaint had been made that was not accurate and believed to be false and not in need of clearance.  

The secretariat stated that any report that comes in must be investigated and treated as real until it is looked at and cleared by the area wardens.  In response to concerns of landowner reputation, the secretariat informed that the current database was under review and these valid views would be taken on board in consideration of a future system.

ACTION:

To invite the head of Highways and Transportation and the Cabinet member for Highways and Transportation to the next HLAF meeting to discuss unclassified county roads and the List of Streets

Secretariat to produce and circulate a technical information note on unclassified county roads to the forum. 

198. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

John Evans, Chairman of the Eastern Area Brecon Beacons LAF informed the HLAF that their ROWIP had now been approved, but that the merger of the 3 area LAFs within the Brecon Beacons National Park area was on hold whilst a new countryside director had just been appointed.  He also informed the forum that the National Park was focussing on reactive measures rather than pro-active in an attempt to save money.

The HLAF Chairman informed the forum he was invited to sit on the ‘Overlooking the Wye HLF bid panel’ and would report back any news from this.

Following this, the Chairman also stated that the new rules and regulations on Public inquiries would be in place on 1st October.

The representative of the British Driving Society reiterated the importance of bridleways, but not to forget users of these routes such as those driving.  

The possibility of a CLA representative giving an access presentation was queried. This was agreed and would be an action for the next meeting.  

The forum were reminded to forward any questions and agenda ideas before the next meeting.

ACTION:

To invite a representative of the CLA to give an access presentation

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 17 October at Brockington.

Meeting ended at 9:00pm

Chairman:____________________________

Date:____________________________
	
	


Draft mins 18-07-06 at Council Chamber, Brockington

