COUNTY OF HEREFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL


	HEREFORDSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM
	16.07.08



	MINUTES of the meeting of the Herefordshire Local Access Forum held at Hopelands Village Hall, Weobley, Hereford, on Wednesday July 16th at 7.00 p.m.

	Present:        Neil Barnes, Deborah Crowley, Phill Edwards, Richard Gething, John Hope, David Judson, Arthur Lee, Charlotte Morgan, Ben Nash, Peter Newman, Colin Palmer, Derek Wareham, Joy Williams, Mike Wilson, Rob Hemblade
 

Observers:    members of the public

	


231.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies were received from David Boddington, Simon Dereham, Dennis Downey, Cllr. Aubrey Oliver and Stuart Thomas.


232. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting of 16th April 2008 were signed as a true record of that meeting.

AGREED That:
Minutes from the meeting 16th April 2008 be signed as a true record of that meeting 


233. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION POINTS

Action point 223 – a letter had been sent to Natural England in support of the Ramblers Associations’ campaign to retain the Access Management Grant Scheme.  Rob Hemblade read out the reply letter from Mark Felton, which agreed that the scheme is important and that the grant would be available this year.  There was general agreement amongst members that the grant could be used to increase signage and access onto the Lugg Meadows.  However as there are restrictions imposed on access during the nesting season to protect the Curlew which nest on the meadows, it was felt that advice should be sought from both the Herefordshire Nature Trust (landowners) and Natural England.

Action point 219. – HLAF meetings are now listed on the web-site and there should hopefully be a short article to go into the next edition of Herefordshire Matters.  

Secretariat is still looking into uploading of Manager’s Report onto the internet with IT, it is hoped to be uploaded in the next 6 months.

Action point 218 – a letter had been sent to Geoff Hughes regarding the request for a Volunteer Officer, however, there has since been a change in Directorate and so this matter will need chasing up with Michael Hainge. 

ACTION:  

Secretariat to write a letter to Herefordshire Nature Trust and to Natural England requesting advice regarding increasing access and interpretation to the Lugg Meadows.

Secretariat to continue pursuing the uploading of the Manager’s Report onto the internet.

Secretariat to copy to Michael Hainge the letter previously sent to Geoff Hughes regarding Volunteer Officer post.

234.
Parish Path Partnership (P3) Presentation 

 Rob Hemblade gave a presentation regarding the P3 scheme.  Please see the attached notes.

235. FORUM BUSINESS

The Terms of Reference (TOR) for HLAF members were discussed and it was decided that the Forum should write to Herefordshire Council and request that the TOR’s be amended to add that the Council should provide a timely response to any comments/questions from the HLAF.

A member of the public suggested that a formal list be kept, of questions sent to the Herefordshire Council.  

Arthur Lee read out a letter, which he sent to the Herefordshire Times, and to Councillors, congratulating the Herefordshire Council on the success of the Walking Festival.  The PROW department cleared all the paths used, but he would now like more resources for the department so that all the paths within the county can be opened with equal success.

Arthur Lee discussed the Malvern Hills AONB Joint Advisory Committee, on which he sits.  He is required to give comments to the consultation draft of the Management Plan 2009- 2014.  He would like input from other forum members (it can be found on the Malvern Hills AONB web-site.).

The Natural England Stakeholder Working Group has been set up following the Discovering Lost Ways Project.  It has 15 members representing landowners, users and Local Authorities.  They have until 2009 to report back with their findings.   The first meeting is on 1st October 2008.  

Rights of Way Review Committee Meeting – the right to apply is imminent.  Members agreed that the decisions from the ROW team from DEFRA NE are taking too long.  Decisions on appeals are not being taken on board by Local Authorities, so ROW committee are going to write.  They are also going to produce new guidance notes regarding the use of stock-control barriers.

The ‘Draft Poly-tunnel Guidance’ has now been produced by Herefordshire Council.  HLAF have until 8th of August to respond to the document.  Richard Gething will respond.  However, he requested that forum members look at the document on the Forward Plannning website and pass the comments onto him by the 1st of August so that he can collate.  PROW have already responded.

Colin Palmer asked if there was scope for diversions to be made around polytunnels under the CROW Act.  RH responded that as landowners are now required to apply for planning permission for the polytunnels, they could apply for a diversion under the TCPA.

The first English Access Forum meeting took place on the 1st of May 2008.  Membership has been restricted to 2 x LAF’s/region (the Midlands representatives are 1x Staffordshire, 1x Worcestershire) – Richard Gething is a reserve member.  However, he has not had any information from them.  There are no Terms of Reference for the meetings.  There does not appear to be a web-site either.  R. Gething will circulate the minutes for the meeting.

There are 5 members of the HLAF coming to the end of their tenure as forum members:

David Boddington

Hugh Black

Richard Gething

Simon Dereham

Derek Wareham

Neil Barnes has also decided to step down from the forum.

These members can re-apply for the position if they wish.  R. Gething suggested that the Forum may like to elect an alternative Chairman as he has remained in the post since the Forum’s inception.

ACTION

Secretariat to write a letter to HC on behalf of HLAF requesting that the TOR’s be amended to include that HC should be required to give a ‘timely response’ to any questions posed by the Forum.

Forum members to pass on comments regarding AONB Management Plan to Arthur Lee.

Forum members to pass on comments regarding Polytunnel guidance to R. Gething.


Richard Gething to circulate minutes for the English Access Forum.

236. RIGHTS OF WAY MANAGERS REPORT 

The Rights of Way Manager gave his report to the Forum.  He mentioned that the intended prosecution did not occur, as the landowner reinstated the paths.  

Complaints regarding ploughing and cropping have reduced over the last three years.  

A Decision Report was received from the Secretary of State (S of S) regarding a contested diversion under the Highways Act 1980.  The Decision raises some interesting points, which may affect future diversion application decisions.  One comment the Inspector made was that due to the time taken for the diversion to be referred to the S of S, relevant factors may have changed (eg land ownership, desire for the diversion etc).  Mike Wilson, requested that the Local Members of the Forum take this point to the relevant committees to argue for more resources for the PROW.  

The backlog of Modification Order applications was once again highlighted with many members of the forum agreeing that a letter should be written to Herefordshire Council expressing their concern.

A member of the public pointed out that public path orders (PPO’s) are processed much more quickly than definitive map modification orders (DMMO’s) despite PPO’s being merely a power and DMMO’s being a duty. Rob Hemblade responded that maintenance has been identified as the most important work that PROW carry out, with PPO’s next and DMMO’s with the least priority.  This is because the DMMO’s are deemed significant to relatively few members of the public.

Colin Palmer asked what the relative time ‘budget’ for DMMO’s and PPO’s was.

The DMMO list, whilst not meeting the statutory requirements, is at least on the web-site.

A Modification order in April this year (the Winchester Case) regarding a BOAT will slightly change the process of evidence collection for a modification.  The NERC Act states that you are required to provide all the evidence (rather than merely a list of where all the evidence can be found).  It will potentially affect 4 decisions that have already been made by HC, it may mean that the decisions that were made to create a BOAT will have to be amended to create a restricted byway.

The Area Warden for the south-east of the county, Anita Ripley-Salmon has returned from maternity leave.  Les Turner is covering the Area Warden post for the north-east of the county.  The post of Development Officer is currently being re-evaluated.

It was widely agreed that the forum should also add a paragraph to the letter regarding modification applications, requesting that the Development Officer post is recruited quickly.

A new sealed Definitive map is required.  All the old orders need making into Legal Event Modification Orders (LEMO’s) to add them legally onto the map.  It was agreed that Jenny Bartlett (Definitive Map Officer) should give the forum a presentation at a following meeting.

Rob Hemblade discussed that he was drafting a paper regarding the List of Streets.  He will arrange a meeting for the working group to discuss it.

A member of the public pointed out that he submitted a list of questions 10 months ago and has not received any answers to this date.  Richard Gething responded that the working group will, hopefully, be able to report back at the next meeting.

Rob asked for ideas for future agenda items and suggestions for future training sessions.

Peter Newman asked if Rob had identified the officers responsible for the relevant indicators for the Local Area Agreements. Rob replied that he would do so for the following meeting in October.

ACTION:


 Local members of the forum to argue for more resources for the PROW department at the relevant committees following the S of S decision.  

Secretariat to identify relevant time ‘budget’ for DMMO’s and PPO’s.

HLAF will write a letter to HC expressing concern for backlog of DMMO applications and requesting that the Development Officer post be filled.

Secretariat to arrange a working group meeting to discuss the List of Streets.

Secretariat to identify officers responsible for relevant indicators regarding the LAA’s.

Forum members to e-mail secretariat with ideas for future forum agendas and training sessions.

237. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A Member of the public asked if it was intended that the Forum write to HC regarding the backlog of DMMO’s.  Richard Gething replied that it was.

He also reiterated that he would like a list of the advice that the HLAF has / is giving to the Herefordshire Council.  R. Gething responded that he would look into it.

ACTION

Richard Gething/Secretariat to review the possibility of making a list of advice given to the Herefordshire Council by HLAF.

238. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Arthur Lee asked if a leaflet should be produced showing places to go with a disabled buggy.  HLAF members agreed that HC should produce information on ‘Access for All’.  RH responded that PROW have been given £22,000 from Severn Valley Waste to update the PROW walk leaflets.  It is intended that they should include information that will help individuals decide whether they may be able to manage the walk for themselves.

Next meeting 7pm October 15th 2008 at Council Offices, Brockington.

Meeting ended at 9.30

Chairman:____________________________

Date:____________________________
	
	


Draft Minutes at Hoprlands Village Hall,  Weobley

