COUNTY OF HEREFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL


	HEREFORDSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM
	18 April 2007



	MINUTES of the meeting of the Herefordshire Local Access Forum held at Bridstow Village Hall, Bridstow, Hereford, on Wednesday 16th April at 7.00 p.m.

	Present: Neil Barnes, Hugh Black, Dr. David Boddington, Myra Chilman, Deborah Crowley,  Cllr. P Edwards, Richard Gething (Chairman), Rob Hemblade (Secretariat), David Judson, Arthur Lee, Dick Makin, Ben Nash, Peter Newman, Derek Wareham, Mike Wilson.
 

Observers: Members of the public and representatives of the parish councils involved in the pathfinder project

	


221.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies were received from Simon Dereham, Charlotte Morgan, Colin Palmer and Dennis Downey.


222. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting of 16th January 2008 were signed as a true record of the meeting after making two amendments – that the date be changed on the minutes from 16.07.07 to 16.01.08 and that Derek Wareham be added to the list of members present.

AGREED That:
Minutes from the meeting 16.01.08 be signed as a true record of the meeting (after slight amendment)


223. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION POINTS

Action point 194 – there is headed notepaper and compliment slips for HLAF use.

Action point 215 – Chairman, Richard Gething, has not attended any regional meetings as there have not been any.  A national meeting of the LAF’s is planned for May 15th/16th and R. Gething has applied to be the representative for this area.

Secretariat decided on the Council’s behalf not to write a letter in support of the campaign to continue the Access Management Grant Scheme (due to end in March ’08) as Herefordshire Council does not have much land with open access and it would, therefore, be an inappropriate use of Officer time.  However, Peter Newman and Arthur Lee felt that the supportative letter should be written on behalf of other areas.

Action point 218 – A letter has been sent to Geoff Hughes regarding the request for a volunteering officer, currently waiting for a response.

Member of public (P. McKay) requested that the Managers’ Report be entered onto the website with the minutes.  R. Hemblade and R. Gething responded that they would need to check with the Council’s legal and ICT departments.  M. Wilson suggested that they could alternatively be entered onto the ‘My Herefordshire’ website.  Cllr. Edwards suggested that there could be a link to the Report rather than placing it directly onto the site.  R. Hemblade was concerned that the figures should not be uploaded without explanatory notes as they may be misinterpreted.

Action 219 – There has been no formal discussion regarding the raising of the HLAF profile.  R. Gething explained that any press release needs to be timed with an interesting piece of news otherwise it will be over-looked by the press.  A member of the public (P. Mckay) suggested that the HLAF meetings may not be lawful as they are not advertised to the public.  The Chairman advised that the meetings were lawful.  He pointed out that future meetings are not listed on the website.  M. Wilson suggested that information of future meetings be listed in the ‘Herefordshire Matters’ publication.

ACTION:  

Secretariat to write a letter supporting the Ramblers’ Associations’ campaign to continue funding for the Access Management Grant Scheme.

Secretariat to look into uploading Managers’ Report onto website.

Chair, Vice-chair and Secretariat to look into raising profile of HLAF.

224. Local Area Agreements

Chris Bucknell of Herefordshire Partnership discussed the principles behind Local Area Agreements (LAA’s).  She explained that they are the place where central government agree priorities for a local area.  This agreement is made between central government, the local authority and Local Strategic Partnerships.  LAA’s are important as they simplify some central funding, help to join up public services more effectively and allow greater flexibility for local solutions to local circumstances.  

For further information please contact Chris Bucknell, Principal Partnership Officer (email cbucknell@herefordshire.gov.uk) 

ACTION

Secretariat to discover the officers responsible for any indicators affecting HLAF’s work, so that performance targets can be set and evaluated.

225. Pathfinder Project Feedback

The Rights of Way Manager gave feedback to the parish council representatives involved in the Pathfinder Project.  He reminded everyone that the Discovering Lost Ways Project (DLW) was set up to help record those historic footpaths and bridleways not currently on the definitive map and statement.  The Pathfinder Project was designed to look at how research on lost ways can be transformed into routes on the definitive map and to look at ways of refining the research so that public benefit was optimised.  Overall there was support for the Herefordshire DLW project from the volunteers and LAF’s with many people doing research either individually or as part of a project and there is obviously a great deal of expertise and local knowledge.  The Natural England review was concluded in February 2008 and found that an original estimate of 20,000 lost ways remains valid but that the costs and timescale of processing these through the current system, even reflecting the streamlined source-led research approach are unacceptable.  As a result Natural England concludes that the review highlighted the limitations and constraints of the current methods and context of researching, submitting and determining claims, it is clear that a more holistic approach to the rights of way agenda is required if we are to realise the benefits that an accurate rights of way network can provide.  An independently chaired Stakeholder Working Group will be formed of key national stakeholders to develop an agreed package of measures that will achieve real and lasting progress in recording rights of way.

Defra have advised that the Government will not proceed to implement sections 53 to 56 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (which provides for the cut-off date) until the stakeholder Working Group have reported.  Natural England will not be actively supporting claims research.

A member of the public stated that they had now gathered lots of information regarding ‘lost ways’ in their area but didn’t now know what to do with it.  R. Gething replied that they should submit any information to HC under the existing DMMO process, as hopefully, in the future, legislation will change to improve and speed up the process.

Another member of the public pointed out that the HC cannot manage the paths that are currently registered on the definitive map, without adding any more.  R. Hemblade responded that he agreed but that he is hopeful that the Government will not just look at the DMMO process, but will take a holistic approach to PROW legislation to ensure that there is an improved PROW network that will work for all parties.

P. Mckay (public) voiced his opinion that there should be better accessibility to s.130 of the Highways Act, which Parish Council’s may use to force the Local Authority to clear obstructed footpaths.  – The problem with its’ use is that it requires PC’s to go to the High Court, so the majority are reluctant to do so.

R. Gething suggested that it be noted in the minutes that the Parish Council’s that were involved in the Pathfinder Project be thanked properly for the work put in.

ACTION

Secretariat to write to members of the Pathfinder Project to thank them for their efforts.

226. Forum Business

After attending a meeting with the Acting Head of Highways and Transportation (Richard Ball), it was decided that R. Hemblade should write a paper regarding the ‘list of streets’ as it stands currently’.  The paper will look at the questions that have already been submitted and then proposals on how to take the matter forwards.  It is hoped to have a meeting with R. Ball and A. Byng before the next HLAF meeting.  Cllr. Edwards urged the Forum that a ‘list of streets’ should be provided to the next HLAF meeting and that a change of Officer should not affect this request.

Polytunnels – the HLAF has aligned itself with the PROW service.  Polytunnel supplementary guidance is currently being awaited.

ACTION:

Secretariat to devise paper regarding the existing state of the ‘list of streets’ including the questions submitted, and proposals to move forwards.

Secretariat to arrange meeting with R. Ball and A. Byng to discuss proposals.
227. Rights of Way Manager’s Report

The Rights of Way Manager gave his report to the Forum.  He discussed the imminent issue of a court summons in line with the new enforcement protocol.  He also mentioned that he had received Cabinet decision to support the Rights of Way Improvement Plan.  The BVPI 178 survey is not to be carried out this year, a new survey will be implemented linking into LAA, health agenda etc.  Rob Hemblade also discussed the list of Anomolies, explaining that they fall into a number of categories

1) Discrepancy between Def. Map and statement.

2) Change of status at parish or county boundary.

3) Discrepancy between def. Map and other legal acts or evidence e.g. 1st. def, 1972 review, county series plans, parish submissions.

4) Clear drafting errors, both major and minor.

Minor drafting errors will be tidied up as part of the next review.  Other major errors will need to go through the modification process to change.  These will be dealt with as per the statement of priorities and through the ROWIP.

P. Newman asked when were the next DMMO’s likely to be made and added to the map?  R. Hemblade responded that there would be a number made in the next few months.  Then there would be (hopefully) approximately 4 orders per year.

P. McKay asked whether the HC should produce a list of orders so that members of the public could see where their application was on the list.  R. Hemblade responded that a database was currently under construction to be uploaded onto the website before the end of the year.


228.
WORKING GROUP
 The legislative working group met to consider the Guidance on Local Access Forums.  

The guidance to LAF’s has increased, but there are no major changes.  There is more information on s. 94 bodies whom the forum advise and who have a duty to consider the Forums’ advice these include Sport England, AONB’s and Town and Parish Councils.

R. Hemblade to look at the HLAF’s constitution and Terms of Reference to ensure that they are compliant with any changes.

There is new legislation from the CROW Act allowing Local Authorities to make only one order for Public Path Orders which will both confirm and change the definitive map.  Previously two orders were required.

A report has come out recently on the results of public consultation to the revision of Natural Englands’ statutory guidance to CROW relevant authorities.  This is a large document which will take time to fully digest.  Essentially it is updated guidance to local authorities who administer access land.  However, as access land is not a great issue within the county it will be a fairly low priority.

It was decided that the ROWIP working group should convene a meeting.

ACTION:

Secretariat to look at constitution and TOR for HLAF.

ROWIP working group to meet – Secretariat to arrange.
229. Public Participation

No comments received.

230. Any Other Business

B. Nash asked where the next meeting is – still to be arranged but hoped to be in a village that is part of the P3 scheme.

E-mail list of working groups to members and ask members if they would like to change or be added onto a group.

ACTION:

Secretariat to arrange next meeting and inform members.

Secretariat to e-mail lists of working groups.

Meeting concluded at 9.20

Chairman:____________________________

Date:____________________________
	
	


DRAFT Minutes 16.04.08 at Council Chamber, Brockington

