	ANNUAL REPORT



	

	
	Herefordshire Local Access Forum


[image: image1.jpg]



	
	 

	
	2008

	
	


CONTENTS                                                            Page                 

	Chairman’s Foreword
	1

	
	

	Secretary Foreword
	1

	
	

	
	

	Review of the past year
	

	
	

	Work completed
	

	
	

	Working groups

Training
	

	
	

	Programme for coming year
	

	
	

	Work plan 2009
	

	
	

	
	

	Appendices
	

	
	

	Appointing Authority details
	

	
	

	Meeting dates
	

	
	

	Membership
	


INTRODUCTION

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Spencer Grogan to the post of Acting ROW Manager. He replaces Rob Hemblade who has moved to Manage Parks Countryside and Leisure Development Congratulations to Rob on his promotion and thanks for his support to myself and the Forum during his tenure as ROW Manager.

During the past year there have been a number of significant events that have had an influence on the effectiveness of the Forum. 

The first has been a reorganisation within the Herefordshire Council that moved the Rights of Way Section around Directorates finally coming back to rest in Environment and Culture. Hopefully we can now look forward to a period of stability. In late November, Spencer, Rob and I had a very useful meeting with the recently appointed Director of Environment and Culture Mr Hainge.

The second is the creation of a National Access Forum for England made up of two LAF representatives from each Region. There are proposals to have meetings of LAF representatives at regional level which will be the conduit to and from  the National Forum. Details of the regional arrangements have yet to be published.

The third is the publication of Herefordshire’s ROWIP which will assist the Forum in contributing in a real way to the improvement of access and rights of way in Herefordshire.

Finally I wish to thank members of the Herefordshire Council’s ROW Section, especially Sue White, and the Forum for their support and efforts over the past year and to those members of the Public who all contribute to the success of our Forum. 

Richard Gething

HLAF Chairman
Secretary's Foreword

This year has seen DEFRA pull the plug on the discovering lost ways project but this does not appear to have diminished the Forum’s appetite for this area of work and it is very encouraging that they wish to continue their involvement with the formation of a working group.

It has been quite a difficult year supporting the Local Access Forum to the extent that has been enjoyed in previous years, due to a long term vacancy. However it is hoped that this can be resolved in the new year and the Forum will once again have full support and the implementation of Rights of Way Improvement Plan will gather fresh impetus. 

Spencer Grogan

Public Rights of Way Manager

REVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR

Membership

Hugh Black, Neil Barnes and Richard Gething have reapplied and been accepted as Forum members.  Simon Dereham decided not to reapply once his tenure expired in 2008.

This years work:

Meetings have been held quarterly with two meetings at our central Hereford location with April’s meeting being held at Bridstow and July’s meeting at Weobley.

Matters discussed by the Forum have included:

Discovering Lost Ways Project

Herefordshire Local Access Forum has had significant involvement in the project being one of five pathfinder projects working with Natural England. Although the project has now ended, the HLAF continues to champion Lost Ways having a presence on the Stakeholder Working Group through the HLAF Chariman, Richard Gething.

List of Streets

HLAF is continuing to encourage Herefordshire Council to address the issue of the List of Streets.  This has been a subject of much discussion within the Forum with encouragement from some enthusiastic members of the public.

Access Management Grant Scheme

The HLAF supported the Rambler’s Associations’ successful campaign for Natural England to continue funding the Access Management Grant Scheme.  The Scheme has now been extended and the Forum is looking at the possibility of applying for funds in conjunction with Herefordshire Nature Trust to improve signage and access to the Upper Lugg Meadows.
Working Groups

Working groups have continued to meet discussing issues outside of Forum meetings that require further consideration. The Forum’s working groups include:

i. Rights of Way Improvement Plan working group

ii. Lost Ways working group

iii. Legislative working group

Training 

Presentations were again arranged for the Forum this year. These included:

· Charlotte Morgan  (Natural England) – An update on recent activities in Natural England

· Chris Bucknell (Herefordshire Partnership) – Local Area Agreements

· Rob Hemblade (Herefordshire Council) – Parish Paths Partnerships

· Neville Hart (Hereforshire Nature Trust) – Management of the Lugg            Meadows

· Colin Palmer/Mark Edwards – Cycling and the Herefordshire Rural                      Cycling Network
PROGRAMME FOR COMING YEAR

The Work Plan for 2009

The Forum will cover the following in the coming year:

List of Streets/Discovering Lost Ways 

This may be combined as a joint working group to discuss and take forward these issues.

Consultations  

The Forum will further respond to and comment on documents received from Defra and Natural England, and on other initiatives that require consultation.

National and Regional Forums

The Forum intends to continue being involved in the National and Regional Forums with the aims of clarifying and strengthening the role of Forums nationally, regionally and locally.

Training.  

Events and training will be held in the coming year for the forum on countryside access and other related issues. 

APPENDICES

Appendix I

APPOINTING AUTHORITY DETAILS

Appointing Authority:

Public Rights of Way Service

Herefordshire Council

PO Box 41

Leominster

HR6 0ZA

Tel.  01432 260572

Fax. 01432 383031

Email. 

Rightsofway@herefordshire.gov.uk
Secretariat:

Spencer Grogan

Public Rights of Way Manager

Herefordshire Council

PO Box 41

Leominster

HR6 0ZA

Tel.  01432 261981

Email. 

roberth@herefordshire.gov.uk

Appendix II

MEETING DETAILS

All meetings are in the evening’s (19.00). 

Meeting venues are alternated between summer and winter months.  

Summer months (April – September) meeting venues are varied around the County to enable a larger number of the general public to attend at least one meeting without having to travel too far. 

Winter months (October – March) meetings held in Hereford (most central location).
During this period 2006-2007 the following meetings were held, all of which were open to the public:

	16th January 2008
	Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

	16th April 2008
	Village Hall, Bridstow, Hereford

	16th July 2008
	Village Hall, Weobley, Hereford

	15th October 2008
	Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

	
	

	
	


All meeting papers relating to the LAF can be found on the Herefordshire Council website at www.herefordshire.gov.uk or at Herefordshire Council Queenswood Offices, Dinmore Hill, Herefordshire. Members of the public are welcomed at all meetings of the Forum and may be invited to speak at the discretion of the Chairman.
Appendix III




MEMBERS OF THE HLAF

	NAME
	LANDOWNER/USER /OTHER

	Neil Barnes

David Boddington

Hugh Black

Deborah Crowley

Myra Chilman

Dennis Downey

Richard Gething  

David Judson

Arthur Lee

James Makin

Charlotte Morgan

John Nash

Peter Newman

Colin Palmer

Stuart Thomas

Mike Wilson

Derek Wareham 

Joy Williams

Cllr J. Hope

Cllr P Edwards

Cllr A. Oliver
	Conservation / User (Other)

User / Landowner (Other)

Landowner / User (Other)

User

Landowner/ Other (business)/User

Walking tourism

Other /Parish Councils

User / Outdoor Recreation

User

Landowner

Other /Stewardship agreements / Access for all

Landowner/Conservation

User

User / Tourism

Health / Recreation / Landowner

Parish / user

Land Manager / User / Conservationist

Walking to Health 
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