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INTRODUCTION

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD

The most significant event of 2009 has been the change of responsibility for the management of Public Rights of Way in Herefordshire. On 1st September 2009, Herefordshire Council handed over this responsibility to Amey Herefordshire. When the transfer was first announced in early 2009 there were, understandably, considerable reservations as to the viability of the concept. 

The  transfer of the majority of the Council’s ROW staff, with their collective knowledge and expertise  to Amey Herefordshire and the appointment of Will Steel as Amey’s PROW Manager (Will is a board member of the Institute of Public Rights of Way and Access Management) are positive steps in the management process.  

During the past few months I have had several meetings with Herefordshire Council and Amey Herefordshire and I have been reassured by Amey’s commitment to succeed in the discharge of its PROW responsibilities. I believe this initiative offers an opportunity that will be of benefit to Herefordshire’s PROW network.

Naturally there are aspects of the transfer that still need to be progressed and over the coming year the HLAF will be able to offer advice as and when applicable.

It is important that the HLAF remembers its advisory status and does not assume a scrutiny role in its relations with the Herefordshire Council and other organisations. 

Finally I wish to thank Joy Williams and Charlotte Morgan, HLAF members whose 3 year terms of appointment have recently expired, for their contributions to the LAF. Also thanks to Spencer Grogan, who as Herefordshire Council’s interim PROW Manager for the past year, has overseen the transfer of PROW management responsibilities.

Richard Gething

HLAF Chairman
Secretary's Foreword

The main event of the last 12 months has been the transfer of the Rights of Way service and staff to Amey Herefordshire as part of a partnership agreement which will bring Service Improvements. The agreement will see all areas of the Public Rights of Way service delivered by Amey Herefordshire and leaving only a client monitoring and strategic development function within Herefordshire Council. The agreement reached with Amey Herefordshire is extremely progressive and based on agreed outcomes designed so they are in line with Herefordshire Council’s wider ambitions set out in the Herefordshire Plan.
Two main challenges face Herefordshire Council over the next 12 months. The first is to ensure the partnership agreement with Amey Herefordshire delivers service improvements and meets the needs of the public. The second is the review and revision of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan. This is one of the many areas Herefordshire’s Local Access Forum will be able to contribute to as the Improvement Plan is the strategic document that steers the service and the HLAF is the body that advises Herefordshire Council on Strategic Countryside Access Development. 

Rob Hemblade
Public Rights of Way Manager

REVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR

Membership

Richard Gething was re-elected as Chairman of the HLAF and Neil Barnes was elected as Vice-Chairman in January’s meeting.  Joy Williams left the Forum seeking out pastures new elsewhere and Charlotte Morgan decided to resign although still wished to be involved as a ‘paper member’.
This year’s work:

Meetings have been held quarterly with two meetings at our central Hereford location with April’s meeting being held at Northolme Community Centre, Belmont and July’s meeting at Callow Village Hall.
Matters discussed by the Forum have included:

Discovering Lost Ways Project

The HLAF continues to champion Lost Ways having a presence on the Stakeholder Working Group through the HLAF Chairman, Richard Gething, and have set up a re-designed working group, the ‘Route Development Group’.
Service Delivery Review
The HLAF considered the Service Delivery Review including the PROW move to Amey and will continue to monitor the outcomes of the move.

Working Groups

Working groups have continued to meet discussing issues outside of Forum meetings that require further consideration. The Forum’s working groups include:

i. Rights of Way Improvement Plan working group

ii. Route Development Group
iii. Legislative working group

Training 

Presentations were again arranged for the Forum this year. These included:

· Joy Williams/Dennis Downey, Walking for Health Initiative
· Colin Palmer

A general public rights of way training day had been organised, however, due to the impending move to Amey, PROW staff did not feel that they would be able to effectively train HLAF members at this time.
PROGRAMME FOR COMING YEAR

The Work Plan for 2010
The Forum will cover the following in the coming year:

Route Development Group

A training day by The Trails Trust has been organised for March so that members may move forwards with the addition of routes to the definitive map without the need for lengthy Modification Orders.
Consultations  

The Forum will further respond to and comment on documents received from Defra and Natural England, and on other initiatives that require consultation.

National and Regional Forums

The Forum intends to continue being involved in the National and Regional Forums with the aims of clarifying and strengthening the role of Forums nationally, regionally and locally.

Training 

Events and training will be held in the coming year for the forum on countryside access and other related issues. 

APPENDICES

Appendix I

APPOINTING AUTHORITY DETAILS

Appointing Authority:

Public Rights of Way Service

Herefordshire Council

PO Box 41

Leominster

HR6 0ZA

Tel:  01432 260572

Fax: 01432 383031

Email: roberth@herefordshire.gov.uk
Secretariat:

Public Rights of Way Development Officer
Amey Herefordshire
Unit 3 Thorn Business Park
Rotherwas Industrial Estate
Hereford
HR2 6JT

Tel:  01432 845900
Email: jill.addis@amey.co.uk

Appendix II

MEETING DETAILS

All meetings are in the evening (19.00). 

Meeting venues are alternated between summer and winter months.  

Summer months (April – September) meeting venues are varied around the County to enable a larger number of the general public to attend at least one meeting without having to travel too far. 

Winter months (October – March) meetings held in Hereford (most central location).
During this period 2009 the following meetings were held, all of which were open to the public:

	14th January 2009
	Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

	22nd April 2009
	Northolme Community Centre, Belmont, Hereford

	15th July 2009
	Callow Village Hall, Callow, Hereford

	22nd October 2009
	Council Chamber, Brockington, Hereford

	
	

	
	


All meeting papers relating to the LAF can be found on the Herefordshire Council website at www.herefordshire.gov.uk or at Herefordshire Council Queenswood Offices, Dinmore Hill, Herefordshire. Members of the public are welcomed at all meetings of the Forum and may be invited to speak at the discretion of the Chairman.
Appendix III




MEMBERS OF THE HLAF 2009
	NAME
	LANDOWNER/USER /OTHER

	Neil Barnes

David Boddington

Hugh Black

Deborah Crowley

Myra Chilman

Dennis Downey

Richard Gething  

David Judson

Arthur Lee

James Makin

Charlotte Morgan

John Nash

Peter Newman

Colin Palmer

Stuart Thomas

Mike Wilson

Derek Wareham 

Joy Williams

Cllr J. Hope

Cllr P Edwards

Cllr A. Oliver
	Conservation / User (Other)

User / Landowner (Other)

Landowner / User (Other)

User

Landowner/ Other (business)/User

Walking tourism

Other /Parish Councils

User / Outdoor Recreation

User

Landowner

Other /Stewardship agreements / Access for all

Landowner/Conservation

User

User / Tourism

Health / Recreation / Landowner

Parish / user

Land Manager / User / Conservationist

Walking to Health 
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