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Herefordshire Walking Festival 
2010 Review
The 2010 Herefordshire Walking Festival offered 1,236 places on 53 walks across the county.

The principal sponsor for this event was M and M Direct.com, the UK’s leading online discount clothing retailer based in Leominster and we also received generous sponsorship from AMEY, one of the UK’s leading public service providers and the primary provider for highways, parks and PROW services in Herefordshire
208 (239) (235) questionnaires were returned by walkers with the following responses:
145 (134) (148) were aged 55+


75 (85) (86)  were first timers

46 (46) (55) were aged 46-54


62 (60) (29)  walked 3 festivals

26 (20) (20) were aged 36 – 45


22 (36)  (32) walked 2 festivals

  1 ( 3) ( 4)   were aged 26 – 35


36 (35)  (47) had been to one other

  0 ( 2) ( 2)   were aged 18 – 25


20 (22)  (21) were first-timers last year & returned

23 ( 6)    were under 18



60 (50)  (66)  people joined the walks alone

9   (10)   were families

There were 1,236 (1,498) places on 53 (61) walks with 75% (67%)of the tickets being sold.  901(975) adults and 23 (34) children walked, leaving only 312 (489) places unsold.  605 tickets [68%], were sold in February/March following the distribution of the walking festival programme and a further 15% in April, 9% in May and 8% in June. 

No walks were cancelled, although emergency cover was required for 3 walks due to unforeseen injuries or personal  circumstances arising. It is estimated that there were approximately 50 no-shows for a variety of reasons. 
22 (15) were staying with friends & family

15 ( 3) were staying in hotels/B&B
  5 ( 1) party had chosen self-catering

40 respondents named the Festival as their main reason for coming to Herefordshire.

From the ticket database (figures refer to parties – not individuals): 







90 (89) (82) walked 1 walk only

147 (152) (220) were HR postcodes


47 (52) (43) walked 2 walks  

 78  (  90) (  72) were outside – of which


44 (52) (33) walked 3 walks

  16 (  17) (    9) were Worcs.



21 (20) (32) walked 4

  10 (    9)  (  14) were Shropshire


10 (12) (12)  walked 5

  21 (  20) (  13) were West Midlands


  4 (  2) (10) walked 6

  14 (  13) (  10) were Wales



  2 (  4) ( 0)  walked 7

2 (  4) walked 8 
2 ( 2) walked 9 and 2 walked 10
As per 2009  we saw two couples return this year one from Holland and one from France who walked every day, commenting enthusiastically on most walks, and praising the festival organisation. Once again we saw our faithful walker from Edinburgh return and received other walkers from Cheshire, Sheffield, London & the Home Counties, Surrey, Dorset and Manchester.   35% of our walkers were from outside the county with the remaining 65% coming from within the county. Only 1% of the total walkers were from overseas a number we would like to increase and we are looking to simplify the online booking process for them.
Many of our visitors to the festival commented that it is the variety of walks that the festival offers that makes it so attractive, combined with the local knowledge, specialist subjects and sheer expertise and enthusiasm of the walk leaders that everyone enjoys so much.  
Those walks with food were also very much appreciated with many commenting that the afternoon teas were very welcome and the lunches and evening meals were highly pleasurable providing the opportunity to socialise with the other walkers in the group. The weather was fabulous and provided us with glorious sunshine throughout the 9 days, with gentle breezes keeping walkers cool.
Once again new walks are always popular, opening up the wonderful Herefordshire country-side to further exploration and this year’s new walks Southward and Beyond, Hills and Churches around Colwall, Sunny Delight (with tastings of delicious local ice-cream), St Peter Connection, the Delights of Nature to Upper Welson Marsh and a Geology Trail of Kington and Hergest Landscapes were all well attended, with several selling out or walk leaders kindly increasing the number of places available, to accommodate those on a waiting list.
The 3 day walk ‘In the Steps of the Mortimers’ sold out very quickly with many walkers commenting that they were disappointed not to be able to get on to it. In total 20 walks sold out it, with a further 9 walks having fewer than 3 places left. Walks only accessible by public transport were less well attended, with many commenting that they would prefer to drive to the start of the walk as it costs too much to park in Hereford City Centre for the day.  
Suggestions were made to improve the festival with the most popular requests being for postcodes to be included in the joining instructions where possible, so that the start of walks can be located by sat.nav more easily, and for the number of stiles for each walk to be listed as some walkers struggle to get over them. There were also requests for more walks along the Golden Valley, sections of Offa’s Dyke, North and East Herefordshire and the 154 miles of the Herefordshire Trail.
2011 sees the 10th Anniversary of the Walking Festival and we hope to provide more walks by extending the opportunity to lead walks to the many organisations, parish councils, interest groups and local tourist associations’ across the county. In addition we wish to widen the promotion of the festival to other walking groups across the UK and overseas. 
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