COUNTY OF HEREFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL


	HEREFORDSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM
	15.07.09



	MINUTES of the meeting of the Herefordshire Local Access Forum held at Village Hall, Callow, Hereford, on Wednesday 15th July 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

	Present:     Hugh Black, Neil Barnes, Phil Edwards, Richard Gething, John Hope, David Judson, Arthur Lee, Ben Nash, Peter Newman, Aubrey Oliver, Colin Palmer, Stuart Thomas, Derek Wareham, Joy Williams.  

Officers of Council :  Spencer Grogan, Rob Hemblade, Bianca Williams   
 

Observers:    members of the public, Cllr Wilcox and John Maddy of Amey Wye Valley plc

	


272. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Dennis Downey, David Boddington, Deborah Crowley and Charlotte Morgan


273. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting of 22nd April 2009 were signed as a true record of that meeting (subject to an amendment of the minutes’ numbering).

AGREED That:
Minutes from the meeting, 22nd April 2009 be signed as a true record.


274. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION POINTS

255 Regarding requirements for signage at Upper Lugg Meadows, it was recommended that the Parish Council deal directly with Herefordshire Nature Trust.  Contact details to be given to
265 Completed.

266 Path closures to be included in the next ROW Manager’s report

268. Working Groups: the minutes and dates for the next meetings have been circulated.  

269. Definitive Map Modification Orders – staffing issues in the HC Legal Section have led to delays in processing DMMOs. The HLAF will continue to monitor and it is hoped that the situation will improve.
270. P McKay to give his presentation tonight instead to the Route Development Group 
275.      FORUM BUSINESS 
The Chairman, vice-Chairman and RH are to meet with Amey prior to HLAF meetings to discuss LAF issues and other ROW matters. 

The Chair welcomed Mr John Maddy, Amey Wye Valley Business Operations Manager, who stated that an Amey PROW Manager has been appointed and further recruitments would take place once he has taken up his post. The existing HC PROW Team, based at Queenswood Country Park will transfer to Amey and move to the main Amey depot at Thorn Business Park at commencement of the contract. (After Minute: this happened on 1St September 2009)

It was noted that there were currently 5 vacant posts in the ROW team. 

SG’s Manager’s Report of the PROW current details can be found on the Council’s website. 
It was agreed that RH would brief the next HLAF meeting on the ROW responsibilities being taken over by Amey. RH confirmed that Amey will maintain all the Highways including unclassified highways.

The Chairman would be seeking a meeting to “bottom out” the relationship between HLAF and Amey, which would include HLAF secretarial support arrangements and publicity issues. 
Councillor Wilcox stated that the HLAF will get the same service from Amey as it does now from HC. Any issues arising after the transfer will be dealt with by himself and/or the Director.

The Chairman had received a letter from the new Minister at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) regarding his appointment and his continued support of LAFs. Any members wishing to receive a copy can request these from BW. 
In response to a request for HLAF to be co-opted onto the Environment Scrutiny Committee, the Chairman had received a letter from HC stating that HLAF would be invited to attend when ROW items are on the agenda. 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority had informed HLAF that they are planning to carry out regeneration work on Access land in the Black Mountains SSSI. The meeting was briefed on the details of the proposed work and these were endorsed by the HLAF. It was suggested that a visit to the site be arranged.  
West Midlands Spatial Strategy Phase 3 – revision is now available online.

PE suggests HLAF to write in paragraph, specifically regarding Items 4 & 5. RG will coordinate a response.

RH explained the use of S116 and S119:
S119 is the preferred section under the Highways Act when it comes to Diversions. This gives full consultation and is done in public.

S116 is only used under specific circumstances and goes straight to the Magistrate’s Court. To the knowledge of RH this has only been used once in the last 10 to 15 years and was for the same path with the same landowners as is the case now.
AL believes HC should only use S119, but HC should tell HLAF straight away if S116 is being considered. RG would like to monitor the use of S116. The general wish of HLAF is to advice to HC not to use S116 at all. AL agreed to draft letter for the Chairman to send to HC.

RG stated that The National English Forum has been established and from the 8 regions of the UK each region provides 2 members. For West Midlands one member has been provided from Worcestershire and one from Staffordshire. RG has been appointed as a reserve member. However there is a lack of communication as the Staffordshire member has not attended any of the meetings but RG had not been asked to cover. The suggestion has been made to send a formal letter by HLAF and RH suggested also sending a formal letter to DEFRA.
CP briefed the meeting on permissive routes. 
ST suggested a site visit to The Duchy’s property, near the village hall, Callow, where the landowner has provided a variety of permissive routes for the public. It was agreed that this should be arranged at a future date. 
Several Forum Members (Myra Chilman, Dennis Downey, Joy Williams, Dick Makin, John Nash, Peter Newman, Cllr Edwards, Cllr Hope) have completed the 3 years and their membership is up for renewal. SW will send formal letters to those affected.
ACTIONS:

RG to arrange a meeting between HLAF, Amey and HC to discuss the role of the secretariat supporting the HLAF
RG to discuss how the HLAF is promoted with RH and Amey
BW to circulate the letter by the new Minister received by RG to members

SW to arrange site visit to Brecon Beacons
RG to coordinate a response regarding the West Midlands Spatial Strategy – Phase 3

AL to draft up the letter regarding the wish for HC to commit not to use S116
A formal letter to be sent to NEF by HLAF and one to DEFRA regarding lack of communication

SW to send out formal letters to members whose membership is due to expire
276.   ROW MANAGER’S REPORT
A question was raised about the content of the Managers report. The Chairman reminded the meeting that the content of the original report has been agreed by HLAF in advance and changes would only be made in agreement with the HLAF and HC.
An update was given by SG regarding ongoing ROW work and details can be found on HC website.

Several PRoW’s have had to be closed due to hazardous bridges. AL’s opinion is that the money to repair them should come from a Capital Budget, not Maintenance Budget as was highlighted in the last meeting.
A profile of Defects will be given annually at the July meeting of the Environment Scrutiny Committee. PE stated for clarification that the Scrutiny Committee is there to monitor and is not a decision making body. 

277.   WORKING GROUP REPORTS


· Route Development Group

· Legislative Group

· ROWIP Group

Route Development Group:

- CP has been appointed chairman.

- The terms of Reference have been agreed.

- The next meeting will be Wednesday 22nd July at 14.30 at Queenswood.
CP gave a short presentation about white roads.
RH mentioned that the policy is under review by the Environment Scrutiny Committee.

Neither the ROWIP Group nor the Legislative Group has held a meeting for a while.

ACTIONS:

BW to arrange meeting room at Queenswood to be available 1 hour before the RDG meeting
278.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Concern was expressed about people and/or their dogs injured by livestock issue on landowners. This year in 2 cases the injured party has been awarded a big cash amount. After discussion it was agreed that the Chairman should ask the ROWRC to discuss the issue at a future meeting. 
There were no other matters raised by the public.
ACTIONS:

RG to raise the issue with ROWRC.
AL to request information from the Ramblers regarding advice to dog walkers.

279.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


AL gave a report regarding the Herefordshire Walking Festival and said that
the event had been a great success and that many participants said they would be coming back next year.

It was agreed that thanks and congratulations to the PRoW Team and HC Tourism staff be recorded in the Minutes. 
MW stated that it is very difficult for elderly or infirm people to negotiate the standard stiles. A suggestion was made to add a handrail. RH said that this is difficult to do to 
existing stiles and could be potentially dangerous as the tops often got cut off when trimming hedges. There is an existing policy for standard stiles.

However the Countryside stiles (this is with handrails) might be able to be used when existing stiles get replaced. The priority though is to replace stiles with gates where possible.

RH mentioned that the replacement of stiles with handrail stiles needs to be assessed on an individual basis. 
HLAF would wish HC to retain the current level of PROW’ budget for the next financial year.

Next meeting 7pm 21st October 2009 at Brockington. 
The Meeting ended at 9.45 pm
Chairman: ____________________________

Date: ____________________________
15th July 2009, Village Hall, Callow

