Ledbury area – pedestrian, access and cycle local group

Meeting notes 20 May 2008

Present: Brian Clutterbuck.Mark Edwards, Keith Francis, Steve Glennie Smith, Roger Hughes, Andrew Lee-Jones, Richard Leppard, Andrew Middlecote

Apologies: Amanda Barton, Rachel Rice, Bella Johnson, Andy Sims,

Actions in BOLD

1. Service Delivery Review currently underway – one of three concurrent reviews. Merger with Public Care Trust has led to reorganisation of Directorates within the council. Transportation team (dealing with Policy, Public Transport & Development Control ) now in a new “Regeneration” directorate with Planning and Economic Development reporting to Geoff Hughes [AB/ME]. Highways (Delivery, Streeetscene, Construction and programming) remain in the Environment Directorate under Michael Hainge [ALJ/RL/AM]. No details of structure below head of service level available yet. 
 The sub group would like to see the restructure chart when it is available – ME/RR
2. Andrew Culley left the council in April and Mairead Lane is acting his job until further notice. Andrew Middlecote is area manager for outside the Hereford City Area. Andrew Lee-Jones is Lead Engineer Traffic. Richard Leppard although now working on other projects is dealing with the Homend cycle parking.

3. Worcester Road footway –Advanced stop lines now due June 2008 with a feeder lane on the left hand side. Double Yellow lines being considered separately with the Town Council (see below), but will continue to Woodleigh Road. ALJ
4. New Street pedestrian crossing – Likely to be in discussed in the summer holiday opposite no 41, though position is being reviewed. ALJ
Bye Street crossing – is programmed this financial year. Possible locations near the Sports Shop or by the Funeral Directors. The meeting felt higher up the road the better. ALJ
5. L2 Leadon Way to Barnett Avenue – ME is looking with Development Control over potential developer funding, none currently, though there may still be some from the Homebase intended for a coach park. Possibly was used for coach parking at Countrywide. There were no signs to the Countrywide coach park . Also need to let Confederation of Passenger Transport know (originally notified 28 October 2003 when coach park was proposed). KF copied a letter to the meeting (attached) confirming they would be happy to promote the new coach park to their members. ALJ to investigate.  

There is no dropped kerb into the industrial estate at the west end, this will be added to the Development Control list – RL outstanding action.

Request for dog bin on path L2 – AM. outstanding action.

ME presented summary of the landfill and aggregates levy grant options at the meeting. These funds were not available to local authorities, but were open to community organisations.

6. No waiting orders – TRO processing was delayed in 2007 while there was a review of resources and prioritisation. ALJ to advise of timing.

Car parking space to east of Bye Street was not considered a visibility issue by members of the Town Council. 

7. Cycle parking – locations meeting took place after the meeting and 11 potential sites identified. RL has sourced appropriate brackets, but meeting advised against wheel claps as these would potentially bend the wheels. Possible brackets will more likely be anchored into the pavement and then clamp to the hanging basket pole. Next stage is to consult the town council.

TRO not required for cycle parking in the High Street, but was required originally to rearrange space on the road. Now this has been done an option to rearrange kerbing and paving in the motorcycle parking space has been suggested. (see attached photomontage).
8. New Street cycle contra flow – It is in the cycle project ranking list, but wont happen for a year or so at least, it will need to be mandatory to enforce illegal car parking. 

9. Church Street, Church Lane damage by vehicles – on going issue with vehicles currently using pavement. Consider billing the bakery for repairs? AM
10. Masefield Close uneven paving – works have been marked up by Elgar Housing, but not done. Brian Hall to talk to Elgar Housing. Illegal Parking and Lorry access to Tudor Yard are problems. Who owns the land? ALJ to check. Outstanding action.
11. Footway repairs Ledbury general - All report to streets@herefordshire.gov.uk which footpaths (with specific description of the site eg: street name and house number/name) are in bad repair or have poor/non existent dropped crossing, so RR can add them to the maintenance programme. AM to update group on top 10 on the maintenance list. AM to add to list: a) Robinson’s Meadow: surface is deteriorating, especially Tesco end of road and Orchard Lane end. b) L6 New Street to Chestnut Close opposite Little Marcle Road Junction – encroachment and 2 dodgy drain covers. c) Homend Close junction with Homend Crescent needs a dropped kerb.
12. Little Marcle Road – whole road in poor condition for cyclists, cycle hazard signs need replacing where the poles are – where the Town Trail joins the road. AM. Visibility at Albert Road junction also poor. Mirror discounted as Department for Transport need to approve them and are reluctant to do so.
13. Tesco cycle parking – it is inaccessible/liable to obstruction as it has been moved, RL reported that the planning condition does not specify provision of cycle parking, the sign has now been removed. Suggested local groups and RL to write as well.

14. Homebase cycle parking – plant displays in summer obstruct the cycle parking. RL to write to Homebase. ME to check with Development Control to see if enforcement can take action.

15. Private road by Queens Walk – Herefordshire Council have taken ownership, Youth Centre not now to happen. RL has put pothole filling on maintenance list. All to submit on Streets@herefordshire.gov.uk. AM to advise Steve Jay.
16. Woodleigh road bridge – pot holes have been filled but poorly. Pot hole filling on A and B roads is currently higher safety maintenance priority. The whole junction from the bridge to New Street needs improvement, mobility scooters in conflict with cars, cars parked everywhere, and a pinch point for SRTS. Would need TRO for double yellow lines. ALJ to reported on possible to footway works programmed currently. Also will look at shared use possibilities. ALJ / ML to liaise.

17. John Masefield High School – AS reported back on two productive school, council and police etc meetings, Travel Plan is being updated and reviewing original Halcrow report proposals and more school pupil data and accident point data is being collected. Pound Meadow path is an adopted highway. Group to research historic link from Pound Bank Meadow to Somerfield – currently subsumed into a private garden.

18. Lower Road Industrial Estate – signing discussed with lorry access issues sign required on the Homebase roundabout. ALJ discussed weight restriction on Lower Road. SGS queried why an exclamation sign in a triangle was used when there was a legitimate sign. ALJ to respond.

19. Welsh Water footpath diversions/temporary ramps and signage were reported as being generally cooperative regarding accessibility.

20. Feedback on road surfacing – especially on New Street and Little Marcle Road, the reported grit problem has been improved, but top-dressing now needs attention as it creates a danger for cyclists. Sweeper operator now aware of problem.
21. Orchard Lane bus stop by Tescos – the sub-group suggested moving this stop to Homend, however, the main operator using this stop was not in favour of relocating as turning on the Hereford road roundabout would add significantly to the journey timings over the day. RH to write to Jim Davies, Public Transport Manager to discuss this further.
22. Colwall, Old Church Road – plans for new bridge look good.

23. L3 path closure. L3 path is not on the Public Rights of Way definitive map but linked Queensway with the shared use path top the primary school. Could this be reopened via DC enforcement team? ME to check with Dave Davies in Development Control
24. Footway Improvements. Could DC ensure with new factory developments taking pace that opportunity is taken to improve footways: eg Bosbury Road. Redbank Farm. ME to check with DC
Next meeting:

Tuesday 9-09-08, 1:30pm, at Ledbury Town Council Offices 

