Ledbury area – pedestrian, access and cycle local group

Meeting notes 19 February 2008

Present: Mark Edwards, Amanda Barton, Roger Hughes, Bella Johnson, Andy Sims, 

Steve Glennie Smith, Richard Leppard, Brian Clutterbuck.

Apologies: Rachel Rice, Keith Francis

Actions in BOLD

1. Service Delivery Review currently underway - The sub group would like to see the restructure chart when it is available – ME/RR
2. The sub group repeated its wishes to see the street scene team and a representative from Andrew Culley’s team at each meeting to enable direct dialogue and reporting – AB/ME
3. Worcester Road footway –Advanced stop lines due early in 2008 financial year (TRO’s are not needed). RR to update.

4. New Street pedestrian crossing – the position is being reviewed, the police have raised issues with the site. Group unsure of need for crossing, and want it only to be a zebra. Andrew Lee Jones to attend next meeting to discuss crossing.
5. Bye Street crossing – is programmed but delayed by Welsh Water works.

The group is keen to have Andrew Lee Jones to speak to them re what planning work has been done for BOTH of these crossings, and to see drawings, if build is due in the spring than an extra meeting prior to the next scheduled meeting would be necessary – Andrew Lee Jones to coordinate and discuss at next meeting. Outstanding action.
6. L2 Leadon Way to Barnett Avenue – RL is working with Development Control over potential developer funding, none currently. There is no dropped kerb into the industrial estate at the west end, this will be added to the Development Control list – RL outstanding action.

Request for dog bin on path L2 – John Bobin to action. Outstanding action.

ME to investigate Aggregates Levy/landfill £ with Dave Tristram. 

After the meeting: ME established a number of possibilities, however applications need to be made to individual operators and each have different conditions (eg distance from operators sites etc). In many cases local authorities are excluded from applying. ME to present summary of each grant option at next meeting
7. No waiting orders – Whole TRO scheduled undergoing review. New plans circulated but confusion over status of plans – at or prior to consultation stage. RL to feedback that cycle parking still not on TRO and car parking space to east of Bye Street is a visibility issue. RR to report back on TRO process.
8. Cycle parking – locations meeting took place after the meeting and 11 potential sites identified. RL to evaluate and implement and source appropriate brackets.

9. New Street cycle contra flow – It is in the cycle project ranking list, but wont happen for a year or so at least, it will need to be mandatory to enforce illegal car parking. 

10. Church Street, Church Lane damage by vehicles – on going issue with vehicles currently using pavement. 
11. Masefield Close uneven paving – works have been marked up by Elgar Housing, but not done. RH to check that this continues to be an issue with residents. Outstanding action.
12. Footway repairs Ledbury general - All to report to RR which footpaths (with specific description of the site eg: street name and house number/name) are in bad repair or have poor/non existent dropped crossing, so RR can add them to the maintenance programme. RL to update group on top 10 on the maintenance list. RL to add to list: a) Robinson’s Meadow: surface is deteriorating, especially Tesco end of road and Orchard Lane end. b) L6 New Street to Chestnut Close opposite Little Marcle Road Junction – encroachment and 2 dodgy drain covers. c) Homend Close junction with Homend Crescent needs a dropped kerb.
13. Absolute Fitness (formerly Xcell Gym) – ongoing pavement obstruction from parked cars. The Town Council has regular dialogue with the gym over this issue. 
14. Little Marcle Road – whole road in poor condition for cyclists, RL reported back it is low in the maintenance programme. Cycle hazard signs need replacing where the poles are – where the Town Trail joins the road.
15. Tesco cycle parking – it is inaccessible/liable to obstruction as it has been moved, RL  reported that the planning condition does not specify provision of cycle parking, the sign has now been removed. Suggested local groups and RL to write as well.

16. Homebase cycle parking – plant displays in summer obstruct the cycle parking. RL to write to Homebase

17. Private road by Queens Walk – Herefordshire Council have taken ownership, Youth Centre not now to happen. RL has put pothole filling on maintenance list.
18. Woodleigh road bridge – pot holes have been filled but poorly. Pot hole filling on A and B roads is currently higher safety maintenance priority. The whole junction from the bridge to New Street needs improvement, mobility scooters in conflict with cars, cars parked everywhere, and a pinch point for SRTS. Would need TRO for double yellow lines. ALJ to report back.

19. John Masefield High School – AS reported back on two productive school, council and police etc meetings, Travel Plan is being updated and reviewing original Halcrow report proposals and more school pupil data and accident point data is being collected. Pound Meadow path is an adopted highway. Group to research historic link from Pound Bank Meadow to Somerfield – currently subsumed into a private garden.

20. Lower Road Industrial Estate – signing discussed with lorry access issues. After the meeting SGS reported northbound bypass signage OK. Southbound there is only a warning sign (white letters on red background) at the exit onto Lower Road itself saying no HGV access to the industrial estate, but southbound traffic will have gone beyond the correct exit by then. At the town end (of Bye street) sign clutter is already a problem. Lorry symbol signs simply saying 'Industrial Estates' pointing straight on, on the Homend and High Street either side of Bye Street might work better here. ALJ to discuss at next meeting.

21. Welsh Water footpath diversions/temporary ramps and signage were reported as being generally cooperative regarding accessibility.

22. Feedback on road surfacing – especially on New Street and Little Marcle Road, the reported grit problem has been improved, but top-dressing now needs attention as it creates a danger for cyclists.
23. Orchard Lane bus stop by Tescos – the sub-group suggested moving this stop to Homend, however, the main operator using this stop was not in favour of relocating as turning on the Hereford road roundabout would add significantly to the journey timings over the day. RH to write to Jim Davies, Public Transport Manager to discuss this further.
24. Long Acres - drain gullies were repaired a week before the meeting.

25. Colwall, Old Church Road – since the bridge has been reopened, this route is better, but still badly cratered and covered in mud which often hides the craters and is a significant hazard to cyclists. The worst area is by the church. RL to investigate
Next meeting:

Tuesday 20-05-08, 1:30pm, at Ledbury Town Council Offices 

subject to attendance by Andrew Lee Jones
