
 
 
Background information to accompany the Herefordshire Key Housing Facts sheet 
to 30th September 2010 
This sheet is designed to accompany “Key Housing Facts as at 30th September 2010”. It gives data sources 
and dates for the information (although dates are also included where possible on the main Fact Sheet), plus 
the timing of future updates. 

Data Date for the data on the 
Fact Sheet  Data source Updating information 

Population estimates Herefordshire: mid 2009 
(ie. June 2009) 
Market towns: mid 2008 
  

Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) 
Mkt town popns are derived 
from ONS data by the 
Research Team 

New estimates become 
available from ONS 
annually 
There may be delay 
before the mkt town 
pops are available 

Households Numbers of dwellings, 
empty properties, 
uninhabitable properties, 
and second homes all 
updated on 13/10/10  

Council Tax section: 
dwellings minus empty 
properties minus 
uninhabitable properties, 
minus second homes 

Updated quarterly, apart 
from 2nd homes 
information which is 
updated annually 

Dwellings & empty 
properties 

30/9/10 Dwellings is from Council 
Tax section. 
Empty properties from 
Housing Needs & 
Development Team, who 
get data from Council Tax 
section 

Can be updated 
quarterly 

Tenure For the Market options 
[owned outright, owned 
with mortgage, privately 
rented, or “other” 
(includes tied 
accommodation)] the 
date is the 2001 census 
For the Affordable 
options, the date is 
30/9/09 

Market Options: Census 
 
 
 
 
Affordable Options: Stock 
List Maintained by the 
Housing Development Co-
ordinator 

The next Census will be 
in 2011 but the data will 
not be available until at 
least 2012 
 
The Stock List is due to 
be updated annually.  

House Condition data – 
number of Category 1 
Hazards found 

2005 House Condition survey 
carried out in 2005 

Can be updated when 
another House Condition 
survey takes place 

Additional information to explain the term “Category 1 Hazards”.  
Hazards are defined under the Housing Health & Safety Rating System (HHSRS) – 29 hazards are defined, 
divided into 4 main groups: 

• Physiological Requirements (e.g. damp & mould growth, excess cold, asbestos, carbon monoxide, 
radon, etc) 

• Psychological Requirements (crowding and space, entry by intruders, lighting, noise) 
• Protection Against Infection (domestic hygiene, food safety, personal hygiene, water supply) 
• Protection Against Accidents (e.g. falls on the level, on stairs and steps and between levels, electrical 

hazards, fire, collision, etc). 
The HHSRS scoring system examines the probability that in the next 12 months a deficiency, i.e. a fault in a 
dwelling (whether due to disrepair or a design fault), will lead to a harmful occurrence (e.g. an accident or 
illness).  The score is derived from a combination of the likelihood of the harmful occurrence and the severity of 
the outcome if it did occur. 
The score is used to classify the hazard as either Category 1, for the more severe hazards, or Category 2, 
where the hazard is less severe. 
The Local authority has a duty to deal with Category 1 hazards, and discretionary powers to take action on 
Category 2 hazards. 
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Data Date for the data on the 
Fact Sheet  Data source Updating information 

Affordable housing stock 
(total number) 

30/9/09 Stock List Maintained by the 
Housing Development Co-
ordinator 

The Stock List is due to 
be updated annually. 

Additional affordable 
housing provided 

2010/11 quarter 2 The Housing Development 
Co-ordinator 

Numbers are updated 
quarterly 

Median house price for 
Herefordshire 

Apr-Jun 2010 
DCLG has marked this 
figure Provisional so it is 
possible that it will be 
revised slightly 

Table 582, found at 
http://www.communities.gov
.uk/housing/housingresearc
h/housingstatistics/housings
tatisticsby/housingmarket/liv
etables/ 

Next update due 
December  2010 

Median earnings for 
Herefordshire 
(The figure used is for 
employees whose 
workplace is in 
Herefordshire, weekly 
earnings for a full-time 
worker on adult rates, 
multiplied by 52.14 to 
give an annual figure.) 

April 2009 Annual Survey of Hours and 
Earnings (ASHE) 

ASHE figures for each 
year become available in 
November so this will be 
updated annually in the 
Fact Sheet as of 31st 
Dec. 

Average Housing 
Association rental 
(weekly amount) 

31 March 2009 RSL’s whose property forms 
the bulk of the stock in 
Herefordshire – 
Herefordshire Housing, 
Kemble, Marches, Elgar. 
Rental figures for non-
sheltered stock are taken 
from their annual reports, or 
obtained by request. The 
range of figures represent 
the RSL with the lowest 
average figure, up to the 
RSL with the highest 
average figure. 

To be updated annually, 
in the Fact Sheet as of 
31st Dec, or earlier if the 
annual reports are 
available before that 
date. 

Affordability levels to 
purchase 

2010/11 Affordable Housing 
Supplementary Planning 
Document for 2010/11 

To be updated annually, 
in the Fact Sheet as of 
30th June. 

Rent in Private Sector Based on earnings from 
ASHE, therefore relates 
to April 2009 

25% of gross earnings as 
recommended by guidance 
from DCLG. 

Updated annually in 
November / December 

Housing need in the city 
and market towns 

The quarter Jul - Sep 
2010 

Average number of bids per 
property obtained from the 
Home Point Quarterly 
Report 
 

Updated quarterly 

Housing need in the 
villages 

2004 to 30 Sep 2010 Need as found by Housing 
Needs Surveys 

To be updated with each 
quarterly Fact Sheet as 
new surveys are 
completed 
 

Additional pitches 
needed by Gypsies and 
Travellers 

2007 to 2017 University of Birmingham 
report dated July 2008 
“Gypsy & Traveller 

Updates not planned in 
the near future. 
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Data Date for the data on the 
Fact Sheet  Data source Updating information 

Accommodation 
Assessment for Shropshire, 
Herefordshire, Telford & 
Wrekin and Powys”  

Home Point information - 
number on the Housing 
Register, average 
number of bids per 
property, etc 

30/9/10 Home Point Quarterly 
Monitoring Report 
Note: the figure for 
“Accepted Offers” is used 
rather than “Properties 
Advertised” because the 
latter figure is affected by 
properties that are 
withdrawn after advertising 
and properties that are 
advertised more than once. 

To be updated with each 
quarterly Fact Sheet 

Properties advertised by 
Home Point, by key 
areas 

City & market towns: 
numbers over the quarter 
Jul-Sep 2010 
 
 
Top 5 villages over the 
year 2009/10 
 

Obtained by processing 
data from the Home Point 
Quarterly Monitoring 
Reports 
 
A file of all properties 
advertised obtained from 
Home Point 

To be updated quarterly 
 
 
 
 
To be updated annually.  

Information on 
homelessness 
Note: Numbers of 16/17 
year olds have previously 
been given, but since the 
“Southwark ruling” these 
are no longer classed as 
homeless so are no longer 
included in P1E returns 

Apr-Jun 2010 
NOTE Jul-Sep figures 
not yet available due to 
upgrade of Performance 
Plus software 

Performance Improvement 
Officer 

To be updated with each 
quarterly Fact Sheet 
following completion of 
the P1E returns by the 
Performance 
Improvement Officer 

Overall affordable 
housing needs 

2006 to 2026 Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment 2008 by 
Outside consultants, plus 
additional work by the 
Housing Market Research 
Officer 

 

Local Housing Allowance 
as an indicator of local 
private rental levels 

Sep 2010 Figures supplied by the 
government body, The 
Valuation Office Agency, 
and published at 
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/he
alth/social_policy/33725.asp 

Monthly updates are 
supplied, so the figures 
will be updated with each 
quarterly Fact Sheet 

Ratios of lower quartile 
house price to lower 
quartile earnings 

April 2009 Table 576, found at 
http://www.communities.gov
.uk/housing/housingresearc
h/housingstatistics/housings
tatisticsby/housingmarket/liv
etables/ 
Uses data from Annual 
Survey of Hours and 
Earnings (ASHE) 

Updated annually by 
DCLG following 
publication of the ASHE 
data (see above).  
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