Hereford area – pedestrian, access and cycle local group

Meeting notes 29 August 2006

Present: Clive Hall, Mark Edwards, Amanda Barton, David Price, Mo Burns, Paige Mitchell, Cynthia Spaull, Stuart Edinborough, 

Apologies: Tristan Morgan, Linda Ward, Jim Lawes, 

Actions in BOLD

1. High Town: Emergency vehicle access queried – there is no issue with this. Cycle parking and other street furniture to be in place soon. Discussion over dirty state of new surface, currently being cleaned and a maintenance schedule is being put in place, Recycling bins planned for High Town, possibly elsewhere too. Street scene via Bobbie Hadley is approaching retailers and undertaking education programme. CS to meet with Bobbie and retailers over cardboard and litter.
More cycle racks requested for High Town. ME to report on how many racks requested and how many provided.
2. The National Clarion request to use Hereford for a one day cycle event is not proceeding in High Town, due to costs of barriers, will instead do countryside route. Group expressed regret that this event has not happened in High Town, and the conflicting messages that are sent out by Councillors re cycling. CH to raise at main Forum on 5-12-06.
3. Bewell Street – CH reported on negotiations with developers to alter pavement levels, Bewell Street is being resurfaced in 2007 which will improve levels. Loading/unloading vehicles can make pedestrian and wheelchair access very difficult in Bewell Street.

4. Pedestrian and Access improvements list for Hereford is being worked on by CH – ready by 5-12-06 at main Forum. CH to update and circulate. PM and CH to look at how prioritisation of improvements could be undertaken. Highway Asset Management plan papers circulated – CH to send AB a copy and AB to collate any views. ARUP report table circulated.
5. Subway under Grey Friars Bridge and no pedestrian crossing at road level: CH has met with St Nicholas Community Group and Cllr Wilcox. CH will be discussing potential solutions with Highways Agency in December. CH to update group.
6. Top end of Holmer Road (below Starting Gate Roundabout), almost impossible to cross the road, Roundabout is also fast (could traffic be slowed) and therefore difficult to cross, but the A49 is Highways Agency, ME met on site with Highways Agency – will be 30mph soon. ME outlined feasibility plans for Great Western Way to Holmer extension.

7. Top of Grandstand Road (opposite Leo’s): there is a bus stop with no dropped kerb, CH to check.

8. Sainsbury’s and cyclists: CH to approach Sainsbury’s over height of vegetation as cars come into car park to enable car drivers to see cyclists approaching on GWW shared use path. Also shared use route that approaches GWW from west on Sainsbury’s land – needs splaying to allow cyclist to safely turn onto GWW. Vegetation has been lowered – but only a seasonal effect.

9. Canal Road badly rusted lamp standard on end of building – has been put on maintenance list. 

10. Union Street – request for open drain gulleys on footways to be upgraded to more access friendly versions. CH to investigate.
11. Saint Owen Street Cycle contra flow project – Group informed that Cycle Hereford has written to all Councillors objecting to the scheme as it stands, wanting instead to restrict width/slow traffic speeds. Herefordshire Council is preparing papers for consultation in December.

12. Suggestion raised for main Forum in March (6th) of a presentation by selected groups, PM and MB to put forward ideas to AB.
Next meeting:

10am Monday 19-2-07, venue = Hereford Shire Hall, Green Room
