
Appendix 1 - Review of Plans, Programmes and Policy Objectives 
 

Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

European Noise 
Directive 2002/49/EC 

The most relevant objectives of the 
Directive are: 

• Informing and consulting the public 
about noise exposure, its effects 
and the measures considered to 
address noise. 

The Directive states that Member 
States must draw up action plans 
to manage noise issues and 
effects, including noise reduction 
by 18th July 2008. However, the 
Directive does not set ‘ideal’ noise 
limits or targets to be met by 
2008. 

Noise can impact upon 
habitats and 
particularly some 
species and therefore 
should be considered 
when assessing the 
effects of the Core 
Strategy on European 
Sites. 

European 
Sustainable 
Development 
Strategy (ESDS) 
2001 

The ESDS focuses on four key priorities: 
1. Limiting climate change and increasing 

the use of clean energy; and 
2. Managing natural resources more 

responsibly. 

The ESDS sets a number of 
headline indicators to meet its 
priorities. These are: 
1. Limit climate change and 

increase the use of clean 
energy; and 

2. Manage natural resources 
more responsibly. 

Climate change and 
natural resources may 
have an effect on 
designated sites and 
therefore these 
aspects will need to be 
considered when 
assessing the effects 
of the Core Strategy on 
European Sites. 

Water Framework 
Directive 2000/60/EC 

Promote sustainable water use based on a 
long-term protection of available water 
resources; 
Contribute to mitigating the effects of 
floods and droughts; and ensure the 
progressive reduction of pollution of 
groundwater and prevent its further 
pollution. 

All inland waters to reach good 
ecological and chemical status by 
2015. 
By 2010 ensure adequate 
contribution from key sectors to 
the recovery of costs of water 
services. 

Water issues whether 
its use or protection 
may have an effect of 
designated sites and 
therefore this directives 
objectives should be 
considered when 
assessing the effects 
of the Core Strategy on 
European Sites. 

Kyoto Protocol to the The ultimate objective of the Convention is Does not include any targets. Atmospheric conditions 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

UN Framework 
Convention on 
Climate Change 
1999 

“to achieve stabilisation of atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases at 
levels that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic (human-induced) 
interference with the climate system”. 

have a bearing on 
European Designated 
Sites and therefore the 
objectives of this 
directive need to be 
considered when 
assessing the effects 
of the Core Strategy. 
 

European 
Biodiversity Strategy 
1998 

Aims to anticipate, prevent and attack the 
causes of significant reduction or loss of 
biodiversity at the source. A range of 
objectives is identified under four themes: 
1. Conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity; 
2. Sharing of benefits arising out of the 

utilisation of genetic resources; 
3. Research, identification and monitoring 

of information; and 
4. Education, training and awareness. 

No specific targets identified. Sustainable 
biodiversity is key to 
European Designated 
Sites and therefore the 
objectives of this 
directive will need to 
be considered when 
assessing the HRA of 
the Core Strategy. 

Air Quality 
Framework Directive 
96/62/EC 

The Directive seeks to define and establish 
objectives for ambient air quality to avoid, 
reduce or prevent harmful effects on 
human health and the environment as a 
whole. 

Prescribes limit values for certain 
pollutants that all member states 
must meet.  These targets must 
be adopted into UK legislation. 

European Designated 
Sites may be impacted 
upon by air quality and 
there the objectives of 
this directive need to 
be considered when 
assessing the impacts 
of the HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

EC Directive on the 
Conservation of 
Natural Habitats of 

The aim of the Habitats Directive is to 
create a coherent European ecological 
network known as Natura 2000. This will 

Concerns flora, fauna and natural 
habitats of EU importance. Seeks 
to establish a framework of 

The Habitats Directive 
is the reason why the 
HRA on the Core 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

Wild Fauna and 
Flora (Directive 
92/43/EC) 1992 

consist of a series of Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs), which will protect 
habitats and species of Community 
interest. 

protected areas and ensure 
biodiversity. 

Strategy is to be done 
and therefore must be 
in conformity with it. 

The UK Government 
Sustainable 
Development 
Strategy: Securing 
the Future, DTI – 
March 2005 

The following objectives are considered to 
be the most relevant for the HRA:   
 
Living within environmental limits – 
respecting the limits of the planet’s 
environment, resources and biodiversity, to 
improve our environment and ensure that 
the natural resources needed for life are 
unimpaired and remain so for future 
generations. 
 
Using sound science responsibly – 
ensuring policy is developed and 
implemented on the basis of strong 
scientific evidence, whilst taking into 
account scientific uncertainty (through the 
precautionary principle) as well as public 
attitudes and values. 

The Strategy introduces a set of 
high-level indicators; the UK 
Framework Indicators to give an 
overview of sustainable 
development and priority areas 
shared across the UK. 
There will also be a mix of 
indicators, targets and 
performance measures in the 
individual strategies for the UK 
Government. 

The relevant 
objectives’ of this Plan 
identify what is needed 
to achieve 
sustainability within the 
natural environment.  
These objectives 
should be followed 
during the production 
of the HRA of the Core 
Strategy.   

The Planning 
Response to Climate 
Change, ODPM – 
September 2004 

Provides planning professionals with an 
overview of current thinking and state of 
knowledge on planning response to climate 
change. 
It aims to stimulate planners to look for 
new strategies to respond to climate 
change in partnership with developers and 
the wider community. 
It aims to strengthen policies that will 
mitigate and reduce greenhouse gas 

The main relevant targets for HRA 
are as follows: 
LPA’s must be familiar with the 
UK’s commitment to its climate 
change programme. 
Recognise the availability of water 
resources in formulating 
development plans. 
Include climate change sensitive 
policies on biodiversity and 

The impacts of climate 
change could have 
implications for 
European Designated 
Sites and therefore an 
understanding, and 
where appropriate, 
implementation of the 
programme’s 
objectives from the 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

emissions. landscape. 
Set a context in which there is 
less need for travel. 
Set out a framework for 
minimising greenhouse gas 
emission. 

ODPM should be 
considered during the 
production of the HRA 
for the Core Strategy. 

Rural Strategy 2004, 
DEFRA – July 2004 

The strategy reviews the Rural White 
Paper, 2000 after the creation of DEFRA in 
2001. It sets out a new devolved and 
targeted approach to rural policy and 
delivery over the next 3-5 years. 
There are three priorities for rural policy of 
which one is relevant for the purposes of 
the HRA, this is: 
� Enhancing the value of our countryside 

– protecting the natural environment. 

The target most relevant for the 
HRA is to, make the countryside 
more accessible and promote 
sustainable tourism. 

The relevant objective 
and associated target 
of this strategy may 
have impacts on 
designated sites and 
therefore these should 
be considered when 
assessing the HRA of 
the Core Strategy. 

The First Soil Action 
Plan for England: 
2004-2006, DEFRA 
– 2004 

Contains 52 sections, ranging from soil 
management on farms to soils in the 
planning system, soils & biodiversity, 
contamination of soils & the role of soils in 
conserving cultural heritage & landscape. 
All actions make a step towards more 
sustainable soil use and protection. 

No specific targets. This is partly 
due to there being no right or 
wrong type of soil, for national 
targets to be set against. 

Soils can have a 
significant impact on 
designated sites and 
as such the objectives 
of this Plan need to be 
taken into 
consideration when 
conducting the HRA of 
the Core Strategy. 

Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) 
Reforms 

Agenda 2000: 
� Further reduction in intervention support;
� Introduced the Rural Development 

Regulation. 
2004 Reforms: 
� Encourage farmers to produce what the 

market wants, getting away from 

Reform will happen by: 
� Taking away the incentive to 

‘farm for the subsidy’ – via 
decoupling; 

� Committing the farmer to 
environmental stewardship – 
via cross compliance; 

Agricultural practices 
may have a significant 
impact on designated 
sites and therefore the 
objectives and targets 
of this Plan should be 
considered when 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Ke ves Most Relevant to HRA of y Objecti
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

‘farming for subsidies’; 
� Remove the environmentally negative 

incentives; 
� Improve and provide encouragement for 

more sustainable farming practices. 
Provide more money for rural 
development. 

� Maintaining some form of 
income support – via the single 
farm payment (SFP); 

Divert part of farmers SFP to rural 
development funds. 

assessing the HRA for 
the Core Strategy. 

Energy White Paper, 
DTI – Feb 2003 

Energy White Paper proposes to ensure 
that a strategic approach to energy is 
developed and implemented in each 
region. It is based on four goals and the 
following is the most relevant in terms of 
the HRA: 
� Cut the UK’s carbon dioxide emissions 

by 60% by 2050. 

Achieve carbon cuts of between 
15-25 million tonnes of carbon in 
2020. 
UK has a Kyoto Protocol 
commitment to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
12.5% below 1990 levels by 
2008-12. 

Carbon dioxide could 
have an impact on 
designated sites and 
therefore the objective 
and targets mentioned 
in this Plan should be 
considered when 
assessing the HRA for 
the Core Strategy. 

Working with the 
Grain of Nature: A 
Biodiversity Strategy 
for England, DEFRA 
– 2002 

The Strategy builds on the Biodiversity 
Action Plan, 1994 and aims to embed 
biodiversity in policy and decisions and 
society as a whole. The most relevant 
issues it addresses for the purposes of the 
HRA are as follows: 
Agriculture – encouraging the management 
of farmland and agricultural land so as to 
conserve and enhance biodiversity. 
Water – whole catchment approach to 
wise, sustainable use of water and 
wetlands. 
Woodland – management and extension of 
woodland to promote and enhance 
biodiversity and quality of life. 

Strategy aims to ensure 
biodiversity considerations are 
embedded in all sections of public 
policy. Sets out key species for 
concern in different environments. 
Aims to bring 95% of SSSIs into 
favourable condition by 2010. 
Aims to reverse the decline of 
farmland birds. 

Agriculture, water and 
woodland 
environments are all 
important aspects for 
consideration when 
assessing the core 
strategy in terms of the 
HRA.  Many European 
Designated Sites are 
made up of SSSIs and 
therefore the target on 
favourable condition 
will be directly relevant.  
All these points should 
be taken into 
consideration when 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

carrying out the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 

Directing the Flow – 
Priorities for Future 
Water Policy (Nov 
2002) 

Sets out what the priorities for policy on 
water should be in England over the longer 
term. These include: 
� Prudent use of water resources and 

keeping its use within the limits of its 
replenishment; 

� Tackling agricultural and urban diffuse 
pollution of water; 

� Achieving better integration between 
water and other policies and between 
different aspects of water policy. 

The document sets out a number 
of priorities for water but these 
mainly outline future actions and 
strategies rather than targets. 

These Plan’s 
objectives may be key 
in the protection of 
European Designated 
Sites and as such 
need to be 
incorporated into the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

Countryside Rights 
of Way Act 2000 
(CROW)  

The Act makes provision for public access 
to the countryside and to enable traffic 
regulation orders to be made for the 
purpose of conserving and enhancing 
areas natural beauty and to further protect 
the AONB. 

 There is potential for 
European Designated 
Sites to be located in 
or near to an AONB 
and therefore the 
objectives of this Plan 
need to be considered 
when carrying out the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

Air Quality Strategy 
for the UK, Working 
together for clean air, 
DETR – Jan 2000 

Aims to improve and protect ambient air 
quality in the UK in the medium term. 
Sets objectives for 8 main air pollutants to 
protect health. 
Performance against these objectives will 
be regularly monitored. 

Contains a number of national air 
quality targets that were updated 
by DEFRA in August 2002. 

Air quality is an 
important element of 
the protection of 
European Designated 
Sites.  Although these 
objectives mention 
pollutants to protect 
human health, these 
improvements will also 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

contribute to better 
environmental health 
for flora and fauna.  As 
such this Plan should 
be considered when 
carrying out the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 

PPS1 Delivering 
Sustainable 
Development, ODPM 
– 2005 

Sustainable development is identified as 
the key principle underlying planning. 
Planning is charged with addressing 
sustainable development in 5 key ways, 
the following is the most relevant of these 
in terms of HRA: 
� Protecting and enhancing the natural 

and historic environment, the quality and 
character of the countryside and existing 
communities. 

No specific targets. By fulfilling this 
objective protection is 
likely for European 
Designated Sites and 
therefore it should be 
considered when 
carrying out the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 

PPS7: Sustainable 
Development in 
Rural Areas, ODPM 
– 2004 

Key national objectives: 
To raise the quality of life and the 
environment in rural areas that are 7 main 
elements of promotion, 3 of these are 
relevant for the purposes of the HRA, 
these are: 
� Good quality, sustainable development 

that respects local distinctiveness and 
the intrinsic qualities of the countryside; 
and 

� A high level of protection for our most 
valued landscapes and environmental 
resources. 

� To promote sustainable, diverse and 
adaptable agricultural sectors. 

No specific targets. These 3 objectives of 
the Plan may have 
significant impacts on 
European Designated 
Sites and therefore 
they need to be 
considered when 
carrying out the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

PPG8: 
Telecommunications, 
ODPM – 2001 

Overall objective is to facilitate the growth 
of new communications systems in order to 
provide people with a wider choice, while 
protecting human health and keeping 
environmental impact to a minimum. 

No specific targets. Telecommunication 
services may be 
located in or near to a 
European Designated 
Site and as such the 
Plans objective needs 
to be considered 
during the HRA of the 
Core Strategy. 

PPS9: Biodiversity 
and Geological 
Conservation, ODPM 
– 2005 

The Government’s objectives for 
conserving and enhancing biological 
diversity are to promote sustainable 
development, conserve, enhance and 
restore the diversity of England’s wildlife 
and geology and contribute to rural 
renewal and urban renaissance by 
enhancing biodiversity in green spaces and 
ensuring that developments take account 
of the role and value of biodiversity. 

No specific targets. Biological and 
geological diversity 
may have an impact on 
European Designated 
Sites and as such the 
Plans objective(s) 
need to be considered 
in the HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

PPS12: Local 
Development 
Frameworks, ODPM 
2004 

The policies in PPS12 focus on procedural 
policy and the process of preparing Local 
Development Documents (these will 
comprise the Local Development 
Framework). 
The Core Strategy should set out key 
elements of the planning framework for the 
area, the long-term spatial vision and the 
strategic policies required to deliver that 
vision. The Core Strategy Development 
Plan Document should draw on any 
strategies of the local authority and other 
organisations that have implications for the 

No specific targets. This Plan identifies the 
process for the 
preparation of the Core 
Strategy and identifies 
the need for such 
Plans to carry out HRA 
amongst others.  The 
production of a HRA 
therefore must be in 
conformity with the 
Plan. 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

development and use of land. 
PPS22: Renewable 
Energy, ODPM – 
2003 

The Government’s policy on renewable 
energy will contribute to sustainable 
development objectives, the most relevant 
of these for the HRA ensures: 

• Reductions in emissions of 
greenhouse gases and thereby 
reducing the potential for the 
environment to be affected by 
climate change. 

 
Government objectives in relation to 
renewable energy are set out in full in the 
Energy White Paper. 
 

The Government has set a target 
to generate 10% of UK electricity 
from renewable energy sources 
by 2010 and 20% by 2020. 

By creating more 
sources of renewable 
energy, reductions in 
greenhouse gases can 
be predicted, which will 
benefit the European 
Designated Sites.  This 
objective should be 
considered when 
undertaking the HRA 
for the Core Strategy. 

PPS23: Planning 
and Pollution 
Control, ODPM, 
2004 

In accordance with national policies, the 
Government expects LPA’s to adopt a 
strategic approach to integrate their land 
use planning processes with plans and 
strategies for the control, mitigation and 
removal of pollution, as far as it is possible 
and practicable to do so. The overall aim of 
planning and pollution control policy is to 
ensure the sustainable and beneficial use 
of land (and in particular encouraging 
reuse of previously developed land in 
preference to greenfield sites). Within this 
aim, polluting activities that are necessary 
for society and the economy should also 
be so sited and planned, and subject to 
such planning conditions, that their 
adverse effects are minimised and 

No specific targets. Regard for the 
programmes objectives 
is required when 
undertaking the HRA 
of the Core Strategy to 
ensure the 
safeguarding of 
European Designated 
Sites as they could be 
adversely affected by 
pollution.   
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

contained to within acceptable limits. 
Opportunities should be taken wherever 
possible to use the development process 
to assist and encourage the remediation of 
land already affected by contamination. 

PPG24: Planning 
and Noise, ODPM – 
1994 

The planning system should ensure that, 
wherever practicable, noise-sensitive 
developments are separated from major 
sources of noise (such as road, rail and air 
transport and certain types of industrial 
development). It is equally important that 
new development involving noisy activities 
should, if possible, be sited away from 
noise-sensitive land uses. Where it is not 
possible to achieve such a separation of 
land uses, local planning authorities should 
consider whether it is practicable to control 
or reduce noise levels, or to mitigate the 
impact of noise. 

No specific targets. Noise can affect 
habitats and the 
species that occupy 
them and as such 
under the objective 
that refers to 
development away 
from noise sensitive 
land uses, the natural 
environment, including 
European Designated 
Sites, are included 
here.  As such the 
objectives of this Plan 
should be taken into 
account when 
undertaking the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 

Regional    
Regional 
Sustainable 
Development 
Framework Jun 06  

There a 4 main objectives of this Regional 
Plan, the following 2 are those most 
relevant in terms of the HRA: 

• Ensure natural resource protection 
and environmental enhancement 

• Reduce overall energy use and 
increase use of renewable sources. 

No specific targets. Protecting natural 
resources and using 
energy more efficiently 
could both have 
significant impacts on 
European Designated 
Sites.  As such these 
objectives should be 
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& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

considered when 
carrying out the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 

Restoring the 
Region’s Wildlife: 
The Regional 
Biodiversity Strategy 
for the West 
Midlands, Final Draft, 
January 2005 
 

Maintaining and improving the condition of 
habitats, species and ecosystems 
developing an area based approach to 
restoring wildlife. 

• Further develop a coordinated and 
integrated spatial framework, 
incorporating other aspects such as 
landscape and historic elements as 
appropriate 

• Establish spatial biodiversity 
objectives for the region, linking to 
the habitat targets. 

• Monitoring the condition of habitats, 
species and ecosystems 

 

Twenty-three UK priority habitats 
occur in the West Midlands, and a 
much larger number of priority 
species, and each of these has 
targets for their maintenance, 
restoration and creation or 
expansion. 
A set of regional habitat targets 
has been included in the RSS and 
the West Midlands Biodiversity 
Partnership is continuing to work 
with local biodiversity partnerships
to further develop these.  

The European 
Designated Sites will 
form part of this 
Regional Biodiversity 
Strategy and therefore 
the Plans objectives 
need to be considered 
when undertaking the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

A Water Resources 
Strategy for the West 
Midlands, 
Environment Agency 
2005 
 

Underpinning principles: 
• prudent and sustainable use of 

natural resources 
• to seek the efficient use of water 

while bringing forward timely 
proposals for resource 
development (the ‘twin-track’ 
approach) 

• the need for the strategy to be 
robust to uncertainty and change 

• where there is uncertainty about the 
consequences of a proposal, 
decisions taken should ensure that 
the environment is protected (the 

Estimates of reductions in 
groundwater licences required to 
achieve sustainable levels of 
abstraction amount to up to 100 
Ml/d region-wide. 
By 2025, the Agency expects to 
see water savings of up to 140 
Ml/d compared to the highest 
growth scenario, in addition to 
water savings through maintaining
current active leakage control 
targets. 
 

European Designated 
Sites are likely to be 
significantly affected by 
water resources.  
Therefore this Plans 
objectives need to be 
considered when 
carrying out the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

‘precautionary principle’). 
Water abstraction cut-backs are necessary 
in some areas to improve the environment. 
Water resource options that are flexible to 
the possible impacts of climate change are 
preferred. 

Valuing People and 
Places: Priorities for 
Action, Culture West 
Midlands, June 2005 

There are 6 main objectives of this Plan, 3 
are considered relevant for the purposes of 
the HRA, these are as follows: 

• Improved management and 
promotion of nationally and 
internationally significant cultural 
destinations, for example SSSI’s 
and AONB’s 

• Encouraging partnership working 
aimed at improving the 
development and delivery of 
cultural opportunities, at 
neighbourhood, local, sub-regional 
and regional level 

• Further development of joint 
working with local services and 
community groups to improve 
cultural opportunities in 
disadvantaged urban and rural 
areas. 

 European Designated 
Sites are covered in 
this Plan for 
improvement and 
promotion; partnership 
working; and joint 
working with local 
community groups and 
the like.  These 
objectives have an 
impact on the HRA 
both in the process 
followed to assess the 
Core Strategy 
(partnership working 
etc) and through the 
potential risk that 
promotion of such sites 
may have.  These 
objectives should 
therefore be 
considered when 
undertaking the HRA 
for the Core Strategy. 

Enriching our 
Region: An 

There are 35 actions required to achieve 
the vision for 2025, of these 16 are most 

 The objectives may 
have a significant 
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Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

environmental 
manifesto for the 
West Midlands, West 
Midlands Regional 
Sustainability Forum, 
2005 

relevant in terms of the HRA, these are: 
• Reduce consumption of natural 

resources 
• West Midlands to become a leader 

in energy efficiency 
• Promoting consumption of local raw 

materials 
• Equitable protection from effects of 

development 
• Encourage new ways of working 
• Amended food policy in favour of 

local producers 
• Concentrating housing and 

economic development in urban 
areas 

• Design car free communities 
• No large development in rural areas
• Sensitive planning 
• Greater care of natural assets 
• Planning policies to recognise and 

provide for quality, diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscapes 

• Radical improvement in air quality 
• Recovery of threatened wildlife 

species 
• Expansion of important habitats 
• Introduce water conservation 

measures. 

impact on European 
Designated Sites in 
one capacity or 
another.  
Understanding and 
acknowledging these 
will be important in the 
undertaking of the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

Regional Spatial 
Strategy: West 
Midlands (formerly 

There are 8 main objectives of the RSS 
and of these 1 is most relevant for the 
HRA, this is: 

The most relevant headline 
indicator is for: 

• Changes in the number of 

This general objective 
applies to European 
Designated Sites and 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

Regional Planning 
Guidance – RPG) 11 
- June 2004 

• To ensure the quality of the 
environment is conserved and 
enhanced across all parts of the 
region. 

 

days (i.e. fewer) with poor 
air quality. 

therefore its aim will 
need to be considered 
when carrying out the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

West Midlands 
Regional Energy 
Strategy – 2004 

The energy strategy has 4 main objectives, 
2 of these are most relevant for the HRA, 
these are: 

• To improve energy efficiency; and 
• To increase use of renewable 

energy. 

Targets include: 
• Reducing industrial CO2 

emissions by 2.4 Mt (18%) 
by 2010 and an additional 
4.3Mt (32%) by 2020 

• Reducing commercial and 
public sector emissions by 
2.0Mt (36%) by 2010, with 
a 1.5 Mt (26%) reduction 
by 2020 

• Reducing domestic 
emissions by 2.4Mt (195) 
by 2010 and an additional 
3.7Mt (29%) by 2020 

• Stabilise transport 
emissions by 2010 and 
reduce by 0.7Mt (7%) by 
2020 

• Target of 1,000 MWe by 
2010 for production of 
Combined Heat and 
Power 

• 10% of electricity  
consumption by 2010 to 
be from renewable energy 

• Production of 460 GWh of 
liquid biofuels per year by 

These objectives are 
relevant to the HRA in 
terms of the location of 
such development and 
the air quality resulting 
from them, both these 
factors could have an 
impact on a European 
designated site and as 
such these objectives 
need to be considered 
when undertaking the 
HRA for the Core 
Strategy. 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

2010. 
West Midlands 
Regional Forestry 
Framework 2004: 
Growing our Future 

There are 6 main objectives of this 
Programme and of these 3 are most 
relevant for the HRA, these are: 

• Meet national targets for Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
and the priority habitats and 
species of the UK Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP) 

• Protect and enhance ancient 
and/or semi-natural woodland 

• Clarify the contribution of the 
woodland and forestry sector to air 
quality, soil quality, protect water 
quality and conserve water 
resources both at a national and 
local level through appropriate 
woodland creation and 
management. 

 The objectives may 
have a significant 
impact on European 
Designated Sites in 
one capacity or 
another.  
Understanding and 
acknowledging these 
will be important in the 
undertaking of the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

West Midlands 
Regional Transport 
Strategy (see RSS) – 
2004 

There are 6 main objectives of this Plan, 2 
of which are most relevant for the HRA, 
these are: 

• Tackling congestion 
• Protection of the environment. 

 The impacts of air 
quality and general 
environmental 
conditions on 
European Designated 
Sites may be 
significant and as such 
will need to be 
considered when 
carrying out the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 

The West Midlands 
Rural Delivery 

There are 3 high level Government’s 
priority strands for rural policy and 1 of 

There are 3 main targets within 
the Plan and again 1 of these is 

The Plan’s identified 
objective and target 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

Framework 2006 these is relevant in terms of the HRA, this 
is: 

• Enhancing the value of our 
countryside, protecting the natural 
environment for this and future 
generations. 

relevant for the HRA: 
• All policies and 

strategies include both 
mitigation and 
adaptation measures. 

(although in terms of 
the Habitats Directive 
and UK Regulations 
avoidance should be 
sought prior to the 
need for mitigation or 
compensatory 
measures for 
European Designated 
Sites), should be 
considered when 
undertaking the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 

Regional 
Sustainable 
Development 
Strategy Feb 2000 

There are 4 main objectives of this 
Programme, 2 of which are most relevant 
for the HRA, these are: 

• Enhance and protect the 
environment 

• Ensure prudent and efficient use of 
natural resources. 

 These objectives 
should be considered 
in the HRA of the Core 
Strategy as they may 
have impacts on 
European Designated 
Sites. 

Local    
Herefordshire 
Community Strategy 
–June 2006 

There are 5 guiding principles of this Plan, 
3 of which are considered most relevant for 
the HRA, these are: 

• Integrate sustainability into all our 
actions 

• Protect and improve 
Herefordshire’s distinctive 
environment 

• Build on the achievements of 
partnership working and ensure 
continual improvement. 

 The objectives of this 
Plan are more 
procedural than 
directly applicable to 
impacts likely on a 
European designated 
site.  However, the 
identified guiding 
principles need to be 
considered in the 
undertaking of the 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

HRA of the Core 
Strategy as non-
compliance may result 
in negative impacts on 
such sites. 

Herefordshire 
Cultural Strategy 
2004 

There are 10 ambitions of the strategy and 
1 of these is considered most relevant in 
terms of the HRA, this is as follows: 

• Protect and enhance Herefordshire’s 
distinct environment – promote and 
preserve the historic and rural 
landscape, with schemes linked to 
tourism, distinctiveness and 
archaeological sites.  

There are 8 Key targets for the 
strategy, 3 are most relevant for 
the HRA as follows: 

• To increase visitor numbers 
to specific sites and 
activities 

• Increase the number of 
people travelling to work or 
school or for recreation by 
cycling and walking 

• Schemes to identify, protect 
and enhance the County’s 
natural and historic 
landscape. 

The objective and 
identified targets will 
need to be considered 
during the HRA of the 
Core Strategy as a 
balance will need to be 
struck with increases in 
visitor numbers and 
their activities.  These 
factors may adversely 
impact upon European 
Designated Sites, e.g. 
effects of trampling, 
noise and pollution 
from activities and 
more vehicles.  

Herefordshire 
Council Corporate 
Plan 2005/2008 
“Action for a better 
Herefordshire” 

The Corporate Plan identifies the need to 
involve communities in establishing 
objectives and working in partnership and 
highlights priorities for Council investment.  
There are 4 top sustainability objectives for 
this period within the Plan and 1 of these is 
relevant for the HRA: 

• To protect the environment, 
including by recycling much more 
waste and significantly reducing 
carbon emissions. 

Numerous detailed targets are 
identified in the Plan and some of 
these may be relevant for the 
purposes of the HRA. 

Air and soil quality are 
important factors in 
European Designated 
Sites and therefore this 
identified objective and 
any appropriate targets 
will need to be 
considered when 
undertaking the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

Herefordshire 
Council Corporate 
Environmental 
Strategy 2005-2011 

To meet their commitments Herefordshire 
Council has identified 8 actions it will do, 6 
of these are considered most relevant for 
the HRA, these are: 

• Make efficient use of natural 
resources including water, heat and 
electricity and promote the use and 
development of appropriate 
sources of renewable energy and 
recycled products 

• Take action to prevent pollution and 
minimise environmental risks 

• Implement a waste strategy to 
reduce the amount of waste 
entering the waste stream and 
increase recycling, while ensuring 
that all waste generated is dealt 
with in a way that reduces its 
impact on the environment 

• Respond to the challenges posed 
by climate change by significantly 
reducing carbon emissions from its 
own activities and acting, where 
possible, to address and mitigate 
wider potential impacts 

• Protect natural habitats and 
species to maintain and improve 
the wealth of biodiversity in the 
County 

• Provide a planning system that 
ensures that development is 
sustainable. 

 In the assessment of 
effects of the Core 
Strategy on European 
Designated Sites for 
the HRA, regard will 
need to be given to 
these objectives. 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Ke  Tay rgets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

Herefordshire 
Partnership Climate 
Change Strategy 
2005/6-2011/12 

Reduce emissions of carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases: 

• Decrease emissions of carbon 
dioxide equivalent emissions per 
head of population per year 

• Reduce the fossil fuel and 
electricity consumption of 
operational council properties 

Support and promote energy efficient 
measures: 

• Reduce the average street lamp 
circuit wattage 

• Improve the energy efficiency of all 
housing sectors 

• Reduce the energy consumption of 
operational council properties. 

Support and promote the use of renewable 
energy: 

• Support the use of renewable 
energy sources where they are 
economically and environmentally 
sustainable, through the Unitary 
Development Plan. 

• Reduce carbon dioxide 
equivalent emissions from 
activities directly 
controlled by the Council 
or upon which it has an 
influence by 1.25% per 
year to 2012 

• To secure 100% 
renewable electricity for 
operational council 
properties. 

These objectives 
appear to be more 
relevant to the Council 
as an organisation 
rather than there 
implications for the 
County as a whole, 
however, there 
objectives, in principle, 
will need to be 
considered when 
embarking on the HRA 
of the Core Strategy. 

Herefordshire 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan, 2005 

Protect and enhance the County’s 
biodiversity assets: 

• Improve the condition of Council 
owned Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) 

• Prepare and implement a 
Biodiversity Action Plan complete 
with an effective monitoring, 
reporting and review system 

 Some European 
Designated Sites 
incorporate SSSIs and 
any monitoring or 
enhancements 
schemes may have an 
impact on the 
European Designated 
Sites.  As such the 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

• Protect and enhance the 
biodiversity on Council owned land. 

HRA will need to take 
account of these 
objectives when 
assessing the Core 
Strategy. 

Herefordshire Local 
Transport Plan 2 
2006/7- 2010/11 

This Plan has 4 main shared priorities in 
Herefordshire LTP2 objectives, 3 of these 
are, in part considered appropriate for the 
HRA, these are: 
Tackling Congestion: 

• Reduced congestion 
• Increased use of sustainable 

modes of travel. 
Safer Roads: 

• Increased use of sustainable 
modes of travel. 

Better Air Quality: 
• Safeguarded environment 
• Reduced congestion 
• Increased use of sustainable 

modes of travel. 

• Increasing bus patronage 
by nearly 80,000 journeys 
by 2010/11 

• Increasing cycling trips by 
18% by 2010/11. 

 
 

Air quality has an 
impact on European 
Designated Sites and 
therefore this Plans 
objectives will need to 
be taken into account 
when carrying out the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

Herefordshire 
Carbon Management 
Plan, 2005/6 – 
2011/12 

The broad objectives are: 
• The adoption of a carbon 

management hierarchy based on 
avoidance - minimisation of energy 
use, efficiency – increased 
efficiency of energy use and; 
renewables – switching to 
renewable energy, including 
electricity 

• Alignment of the CMAP with the 
Herefordshire Partnership Climate 

• The Council target is to 
achieve a 12.5% reduction 
on the 2002 baseline by 
2012 and a total 20% 
reduction by 2020 

• total emissions from waste 
management are 
projected to reduce to 
around 25% of 1990 levels 
by 2020 

Air quality can have a 
significant impact on 
European Designated 
Sites and therefore the 
objectives of this Plan 
need to be considered 
when undertaking the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Ke  Tay rgets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

Change Strategy, including 
adoption of targets for 
Herefordshire Council’s contribution 
to emissions reduction 

• The identification of changes to 
Council policies and procedures 
designed to enable the furtherance 
of the CMAP, by the adoption of 
low cost energy measures in 
corporate buildings and schools. 

• Sourcing at least 10% 
electricity from renewable 

             sources by 31 March 
2008, sourcing at least 
15% of electricity from 
Combined Heat and 
Power (CHP) by 2010. 

Herefordshire 
Unitary Development 
Plan 1996 – 2011 – 
Adopted March 2007 

There are 4 main objectives of the UDP 
that will contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development, by developing 
land use policies and proposals, 2 are 
appropriate in terms of the HRA and these 
are to ensure: 

• effective protection, restoration and 
enhancement of the environment 
and of Herefordshire’s 
environmental capacity; and 

• sustainable use of natural 
resources. 

The Annual Monitoring Report will 
set out core output indicators, 
local indicators and significant 
effects indicators. 

The general objectives 
of this Plan to 
contribute to 
sustainable 
development will 
impact upon European 
Designated Sites and 
therefore these 
objectives will need to 
be considered when 
undertaking the HRA 
of the Core Strategy.  

Malvern Hills AONB 
Management Plan 
2004 - 2009 

Future management objectives for the 
Malvern Hills include: 

• To prevent encroachments – this 
principle refers to encroachments 
resulting from enclosure of land or 
building. 

• To keep the Hills open and unbuilt 
on for the benefit, recreation and 
enjoyment of the public. To provide 
opportunities for informal outdoor 

 Although the Malvern 
Hills are not 
designated at a 
European level it 
should be accepted 
that these areas are 
often passages for 
wildlife to move from 
place to place and as 
such could be 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Strategy 

Implications for HRA 

recreation by the public, both visitor 
and resident. 

• To conserve and enhance the 
character and quality of the existing 
landscape – this includes all types 
of natural flora and fauna.  To 
conserve and enhance the existing 
wildlife of the Hills and Commons. 

• To protect the interests of the 
commoners. 

• To improve the public’s knowledge, 
understanding and respect for the 
Malvern Hills. 

• To have regard for the social and 
economic well-being of the people 
living in the area in a manner 
compatible with the conservators’ 
other purposes. 

• To seek influence on planning 
control and development in the 
area to ensure that this is not 
inconsistent with the objectives of 
the conservators. 

important in the 
preservation of the 
European Designated 
Sites in and around the 
County.  Therefore, the 
objectives of this Plan 
should be considered 
when undertaking the 
HRA of the Core 
Strategy. 

Wye Valley AONB 
Management Plan, 
2004-2009 

• To conserve and enhance, where 
this is needed, the natural beauty of 
the landscape in the Wye Valley 
AONB, with it’s natural and cultural 
features and processes. 

• To conserve, enhance and restore 
the characteristic biodiversity. 

• To conserve and enhance the 
geodiversity of the AONB. 

There are 17 targets / indicators 
for 2009 14 of which are relevant 
for the HRA, these are: 

• 1% of average domestic 
energy requirement in the 
AONB generated from 
renewable sources within 
the AONB 

• No new over ground lines 

The Wye Valley AONB 
is not designated at the 
European level, 
however similarly to 
the Malvern Hills 
AONB it has European 
Designated Sites 
within it (important for 
bats) and furthermore 
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Plans, Programmes 
& Policies 

Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Str egat y 

Implications for HRA 

• To conserve, safeguard and 
enhance the historic environment of 
the AONB, with its wealth of 
cultural associations. 

• To foster viable farming enterprises 
that manage the land in ways that 
protect the natural resources and 
distinctiveness of the AONB and to 
enhance them where need arises. 

• To ensure woodland throughout the 
Wye Valley AONB is managed 
sustainably in a way that protects 
and enhances the outstanding semi 
natural wooded character of the 
area, and provides economic, 
environmental and social benefits. 

• That sustainable tourism, based 
upon the natural beauty and local 
distinctiveness of the AONB, 
continues to enrich the lives of 
visitors, operators and employees 
while contributing positively to the 
conservation and enhancement of 
the area. 

affecting skylines or 
important views 

• No new aggregate 
quarries in the AONB 

• No net loss of tree cover 
• No decrease in ancient 

woodland 
• Increase in farmland and 

hedgerow trees planted 
and protected 

• No loss of habitats or 
features due to 
inappropriate agricultural 
practices 

• 10% of AONB in higher 
tier agri-environment 
schemes 

• Increase area of farmland 
under agri-environment 
schemes and organic 
farming 

• No increase in light 
pollution from within the 
AONB 

• Increase in affordable 
housing in AONB 

• Increased markets for 
local organic and 
woodland produce 

• Increase in use of 
renewable energy, such 

the area it covers is 
accepted as potentially 
being a safe haven for 
species which may 
move between natural 
habitats which may 
include European 
Designated Sites.  
Therefore it is 
considered necessary 
to include this Plan 
when undertaking the 
HRA for the Core 
Strategy. 
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Key Objectives Most Relevant to HRA of 
the Core Strategy 

Key Targets & Indicators 
Relevant to HRA of the Core 
Str egat y 

Implications for HRA 

as wood fuel, and 
recycling 

• Increased use of public 
transport, town and village 
facilities by recreation 
users. 
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Appendix 2 - European Sites in Herefordshire County and within a 15km   
  Boundary of the County 
 
Herefordshire 
 
River Clun 
Downton Gorge 
River Wye (shared with Gloucestershire, Monmouthshire and Powys) 
Wye Valley Woodlands (shared with Gloucestershire and Monmouthshire) 
 
 
Worcestershire 
 
Lyppard Grange Ponds (unclear due to scale of map – see Appendix 3A) 
 
Gloucestershire 
 
Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Bat Sites (7 sites within Gloucestershire) 
Walmore Common 
River Wye (shared with Herefordshire, Monmouthshire and Powys) 
Wye Valley Woodlands (Runs from border of Herefordshire and between 
Monmouthshire and Gloucestershire) 
Severn Estuary 
Cotswold Beechwoods and Rodborough Common are on GIS map but outside 15km 
boundary. 
 
 
Monmouthshire 
 
Coed y Cerrig 
Sugar Loaf Woodlands 
River Usk 
Cwm Cldach Woodlands 
Usk Bat Site (Between Powys and Monmouthshire) 
River Wye (shared with Herefordshire, Gloucestershire and Powys) 
Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Bat Site 
Wye Valley Woodlands (shared with Herefordshire and Gloucestershire) 
 
 
Powys 
 
Rhos Goch 
River Wye (shared with Herefordshire, Gloucestershire and Monmouthshire) 
Drostre Bank (unclear due to scale of map – see Appendix 3A) 
Llangorse Lake 
Usk Bat Sites (shared with Monmouthshire) 
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Appendix 2A - Map of Screened European Sites 
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Refer to Table 11 

 
Refer to Table 12 
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Refer to Table 13 

 
Refer to Table 14 
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Refer to Table 15 

 
Refer to Table 16 
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Refer to Table 17 

 
Refer to Table 18 
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Refer to Table 19 
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Appendix 4: Methodology for Considering the Core Strategy Objectives    
and Strategic Options Affecting European Sites 

 
 
 
 
 

Key: 
 
  
 Stage 1:  Screening 
 
 
  
 Stage 2:  Appropriate Assessment 
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Assess implications for
site's conservation
objectives

Redraft the Core
Strategy Options

Will the Core Strategy adversely
affect integrity of site?

Are there any alternative
solutions

Does the site host a priority
habitat or species?

Are there imperative reasons
of overriding public interest

Are there human health and safety
considerations or important
environmental benefits?

Authorisation must not be
granted

Authorisation may be granted
for other imperative reasons of
overriding public interest,
following
consultation with the Commission.
Compensation measures have
 to be taken

Authorisation may be
granted
Compensation measures
are taken.
The Commision is
informed

Authorisation
may be granted

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes No

No

No Yes
No Yes

Is the Core Strategy Option likely to have significant effect on the
site?

Is the Core Strategy Option directly connected with or necessary
to the site management for nature
conservation?

YesNo
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Appendix 5: Compliance with Habitats Directive 
 

Review Criteria Comments 
 

1. Features of the Project or Plan  
1.1 The Purpose(s) and objectives of the 
project or plan are fully explained 

Core Strategy Developing Options Paper, 
June 2008, Section 4 

1.2 Plans, diagrams and maps are 
provided which clearly indentify the 
location of the proposed project or plan 

Core Strategy Developing Options Paper, 
June 2008, Section 5 

1.3 The size, scale, area and land 
take/cover of the project or plan are fully 
explained 

Core Strategy Developing Options Paper, 
June 2008, Section 5 

1.4 Provides details of the physical 
changes that will take place during the 
various stages of implementing the 
project or plan. 

Core Strategy Developing Options Paper, 
June 2008, Section 5 

1.5 Describes the resources 
requirements for the 
construction/operation and 
decommissioning of the project or plan 
(including water resources, construction 
material and human presence). 

Core Strategy Developing Options Paper, 
June 2008, awaiting further evidence 

1.6 Describes the timescales for the 
various activities that will take place as a 
result of implementing the project or plan 
(including likely start and finish dates). 

Core Strategy Developing Options Paper, 
June 2008, Section 1 – timescale for 
production of the Plan. 

1.7 Describes any wastes arising, or 
other residues (including quantities), and 
their means of disposal 

Core Strategy Developing Options Paper, 
June 2008, awaiting further evidence 

1.8 Identifies any wastes and other 
residues (including quantities) that may 
be of particular concern in the context of 
the Natura 2000 site. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Appropriate Assessment Report, awaiting 
further evidence 

1.9 Describes any additional services 
required to implement the project or plan 
including pipelines, overhead electricity 
lines etc, their location and means of 
construction. 

Core Strategy Developing Options Paper, 
June 2008, Section 6 – Delivery. 
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2. Cumulative Effects  
2.1 Identifies all projects or plans that 
may in combination with the proposed 
project or plan, give rise to adverse 
effects on the Natura 2000 site 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Section 6.8 and 
Appendix 1 

2.2 Defines the boundaries used when 
identifying cumulative effects 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Section 6.2 and 
Appendix 2 

2.3 Defines the timescales over which 
cumulative effects have been considered 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Appropriate Assessment Report at next 
stage 

2.4 Identifies the potential cumulative 
pathways. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Appropriate Assessment Report at next 
stage 

3. Description of the Natura 2000 Site  
3.1 Describes the site in terms of its 
physical area, habitat types, presence of 
key species etc. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Appendix 3 

3.2 Sets out in full the conservation 
objectives of the site including the factors 
that contribute to the conservation value 
of the site 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Appendix 3 

3.3 Explains any planned or 
contemplated nature conservation 
initiatives likely to affect the site in the 
future. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Appendix 3 

3.4 Explains the existing baseline 
conditions – including species and 
habitats dynamics and ecology (including 
seasonal fluctuations), the physical and 
chemical composition and the key 
structural and functional relationships 
that maintain the site’s integrity 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Appendix 3 

3.5 Provides details of the value of the 
site to the Natura 2000 network (e.g. 
15% of population in the Member State) 

 

3.6 Provides an indication of how the 
baseline conditions of the site will 
change in the future in the absence of 
the project or plan. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Appropriate Assessment Report at next 
stage 

3.7 Describes the methodologies used to 
gather information on the baseline 
conditions of the site. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Section 6 (6.3) 

3.8 Identifies the organisations consulted 
to gather information on the baseline 
conditions of the site. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Section 6.3 

3.9 Provides details of the organisations 
consulted to gather information on the 
baseline conditions of the site 
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4. Screening  
4.1 Where no significant impacts are 
predicted on the Natura 2000 Site, a 
“Finding of No Significant Impacts” 
statement is provided which clearly sets 
out why this conclusion has been drawn 
and provides evidence that the relevant 
nature conservation agencies and 
authorities are in agreement with this 
finding. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Section 6.5 and 6.6 

4.2 Where likely significant impacts are 
identified these are clearly explained and 
where possible quantified. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Section 6.7 

4.3 Evidence is provided of the 
assessment methodologies used in the 
screening process. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Section 6.4 

4.4 There is clear evidence in the 
documentation that sufficient account 
and assessment has been taken of the 
possibility of cumulative impacts from 
other projects or plans. 

Habitat Regulation Assessment 
Screening Report, Section 6.2 and 6.8 
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If you need help to understand this document, or would like it 
in another format or language, please call the Forward 
Planning Team on 01432 260000 or send an email to: 

ldf@herefordshire.gov.uk

www.herefordshire.gov.uk




