Community Building
Energy and Building Condition Audit Scheme
The delegated grants team offers grants to benefit the community and voluntary organisations.
Contact the team on: 01432 260753 or email delegatedgrants@herefordshire.gov.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Information Sheet
What is the Energy & Building Condition Audit Scheme?
The scheme is aimed at providing community building committees with a full report of the condition of the building, recommended items of works to make the building more energy efficient and identify any additional works that will improve the building.  
Who can apply?
Applications will only be considered under this scheme from Parish Councils, Village Hall Management Committees and other community organisations which are responsible for the repair of a community building.   A community building for the purposes of this grant scheme, is defined as ‘any building which is managed by a voluntary management committee, run for public benefit, open to the wider community and where activities for community benefit take place.  It includes almost all village and community halls, community centres, church halls open to the wider community, but excludes specialist facilities such as leisure centres and uniformed group halls, eg scout huts’.  Only not for profit organisations will be eligible to apply.
Other criteria elements
· Applications will be considered for audits of community buildings within Herefordshire. The exception is those buildings serving a community on the county border which will receive grant aid pro rata to the population served within the county.
· Retrospective applications will not be considered.

· Ability to provide 2 years of energy bills or invoices for bulk fuel supplies (eg oil, lpg, wood pellets). We will be unable to make an offer until this information is received.
Priority will be given to halls who have not received significant grant funding over the past five years; where improvements could substantially improve the sustainability of the hall and where the survey can make the most significant impact.
How do we apply?
You have to complete an expression of interest and a questionnaire and return them with 2 years of energy bills for the hall. If you have not received a copy please contact the delegated grants team on 01432 260753, or email delegatedgrants@herefordshire.gov.uk to register your interest and we will email or send you a questionnaire.  All halls on the Community Halls Website will be sent a copy automatically (www.herefordshire.gov.uk/communityhalls). 
What Happens Then?
· When we receive your expression of interest and completed questionnaire, we will acknowledge receipt of it within 7 days.  It will then be considered by an independent panel.  The panel will then make a decision as to whether to offer the audit, or not, based on the criteria and information received, this will happen within 4 weeks.
· Should the panel wish to offer this service, a letter of intent will be sent outlining the terms and conditions for both parties.
Start of the audit?

The Council has commissioned Amey to undertake the audits and once instructed they will contact you direct to organise the initial meeting and access to the community building. Always remember to ask for identification. It is important that they have access to appropriate members of the committee who will be prepared to engage in the process in order to make the best of the opportunity. 
Completion of the audit
When the audit has been completed you will receive a fully detailed breakdown of the measures recommended in an order of priority. There will be no cost to yourselves as this audit will be fully funded.  We will contact you in six months time to find out whether you have been able to follow up on any of the recommendations made.  
Funding advice for community buildings can be obtained from Rob Grunsell, Community Buildings Advisor, Community First 01432 262972 or email robg@comfirst.org.uk . 
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Please help us to help future applicants, by telling us if you have any queries which aren’t answered in this document.
If you would like help to understand this document, or would like it in another format or language, please contact the Delegated Grants Team at Herefordshire Council on 01432 260753 or email: delegatedgrants@herefordshire.gov.uk.
Address: Delegated Grants Team, Herefordshire Council, PO Box 4, Plough Lane, Hereford, HR2 0XH.


