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Appointing the 14-19 Workforce
Recruiting Qualified Teachers in Maintained Schools or Non-Maintained Special Schools 
Apart from a very few exceptions, any teachers appointed, including newly qualified teachers (NQTs), must have Qualified Teacher Status (QTS).

The Pathway to QTS:

· Trainee teachers complete a training course accredited by the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) with an accredited teacher training provider
· During their course, trainees are given a Teacher Reference Number (TRN). This does mean that they hold QTS
· The provider informs the General Teaching Council for England (GTCE) that the trainee has met all the standards for QTS: these include the numeracy, literacy and ICT Skills Tests 
· GTCE awards QTS to the trainee and issues them with a certificate
· The Induction Period: once the trainee has been awarded QTS, they become an NQT and are required to begin their induction. If they fail their induction, they cannot work as a qualified teacher. The Local Authority informs GTCE of induction results. GTCE then issues the NQT with an Induction Certificate
The Skills Tests

From September 1 2008, trainees who have not passed the numeracy, literacy and ICT Skills Tests cannot lawfully work as teachers.

Teachers who were awarded QTS 

· prior to May 1 2000 do not need to take the Skills Tests

· between May 1 2000 and 30 April 2001 need to pass the numeracy test as part of their Induction Period
· between May 1 2001 and 20 April 2002 were only required to pass the numeracy and literacy tests and not the ICT Test
· teachers who have not yet passed the numeracy test but wish to teach in a maintained school or non-maintained special school, should contact the GTCE or TDA for further information
All new staff must have suitable CRB checks
Exceptions

There are a few exceptions to the usual QTS pathway above:

· Teachers qualifying in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the EU may request the GTCE to recognise their qualifications and award them QTS

· Teachers on employment–based routes such as the Graduate Teacher Programme, the Overseas Trained Teacher Programme and Teach First will need to pass the Skills Tests and obtain QTS when they have completed their school-based training
· Overseas Trained Teachers, specialist instructors and support staff under supervision
· Trainees completing a PGCE will need to meet the QTS standards, including the Skills Tests, before being awarded QTS

· The PGCE for the Post-16 sector does not lead to the QTS award. Many FE teachers are now taking the new Qualified Teacher: Learning and Skills (QTLS) qualification. Conversions between QTLS and QTS are currently in development as are FE Skills Tests. 
From September 1 2008, the following people are allowed to teach:

· Teachers with QTS

· Trainee teachers on employment-based routes to QTS

· Overseas Trained Teachers (OTTs) who have worked in England for less than 4 years since they started in their post and where the school is satisfied that their competence and experience meets the need of their school. OTTs who wish to obtain QTS must achieve the award before their four-year exemption period ends 
· Instructors: these unqualified teachers can be employed to

· Give instruction in any art or skill or other subject where special qualifications or experience are required (for example an artist, a hair and beauty technician, a car mechanic, a linguist, a musician, a carpenter, an actor) and where the school or local authority is satisfied that he/she has the necessary qualifications to do so

· If there is no suitable qualified teacher, including a registered or graduate teacher or one on an employment-based route, available to give such instruction and only for the period that no such qualified teacher is available
· Support staff with supervision by a qualified teacher
There is no longer a category of ‘unqualified teacher who has yet to pass their Skills Tests’.

Contacts
QTS enquiries for specific individuals may be made to the GTCE
0121 345 0140 
Further information is available from the DCSF 
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