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Gold Award - Residential section
The Residential is an opportunity to do something really exciting and memorable. It is a time to develop new skills and understanding, and demonstrate acceptance of responsibility. It is not a time to do something because it is the easy thing to do!
The requirements for the Residential section have been framed to allow each participant the maximum freedom to arrange an activity which really suits them. However there are regulations which govern this section, and they are strictly applied by the Regional and National Office. We have no discretion to make exceptions or exemptions.
Please read these criteria carefully. If you are in any doubt about whether your activity qualifies contact the Herefordshire DofE team. 
To qualify the residential must:
1. Be over 5 consecutive days and 4 nights.
2. Be away from your normal environment and routine. It must be away from ‘home’ and outside your normal ‘comfort zone’. 

3. Not be organised by a school, college or youth group. Work experience, exchange visits or simply staying with relatives or friends can not count.
4. Be with an organised group, registered charity, or DofE Approved Activity Provider.

5. Have a shared set of goals or objectives. This can include service to others, environmental or conservation projects, learning a new skill or taking part in an activity. Simply going on holiday or travelling with someone will not count.
6. Show that there was real preparation for the trip, and that training was undertaken to ensure safe participation.
All DofE participants taking part in a Residential must:

7. Join the residential as an individual and not as part of a team or group of friends. It therefore follows that the majority of the participants must be unknown to you. 

There may be times when participants might know some of the people on the residential before they go. This is acceptable if during the residential they have to work with others and get to know them, and not keep solely to their friends.

The residential can be with any age group, the participants do not have to be under 25 or registered with the DofE.

8. Keep a record of the activity and their progress towards their own goals. There should be a review and assessment of the activity covering such areas as personal relationships, responsibility, initiative, development, knowledge and general progress.

 If you are in any doubt about any aspect of the Residential talk to the Operating Authority (Herefordshire Council) on 01432 383027 or email dofe@herefordshire.gov.uk before committing yourself or making a booking.
