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the right to take action 
against any unlawful 

street trading linked to 
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please telephone 01432 260095 

Herefordshire Council Herefordshire Council 

There is often a mix of  
different musical 

styles 

Working in partnership for the people of Herefordshire 



What is Busking? 

5.  Use should not be made of street fur-
niture such as lighting, benches or bins. 

6. No sign inviting payment may be          
displayed. 

7.  Proper use of public telephones 
should not be prevented, either because 
of noise or obstruction. 

8.  An entertainer should not locate in 
close proximity of another event.          
entertainer or musician who is already 
performing. No two 
performances should 
interfere with each 
other and any       
licensed Council 
bookings will always 
take priority. 

9.  An entertainer should immediately 
stop performing or relocate when         
requested to do so by a police officer or 
council representative. 

10. The quality of an 'act' should show a 
positive intention to entertain passers-by, 
not to solicit money through sympathy. 

The code of conduct: 

1.  Noise (for example music or voice) 
should not be so loud that it can be plainly 
heard at a distance of 50m. 

2.  Drumming should only be included as a 
minor part of the act. 

3.  An entertainer should not perform for 
longer than one hour in any location with-
out then taking a break of 30 consecutive 

minutes. Alternatively, you 
should relocate to another 
location at least 50 metres 
away, not returning to the 
original location within 3 
hours. 

4.  An entertainer should not compromise pub-
lic safety in any way. Nor should they obstruct 
free passage of pedestrians or vehicles on the 
highway (including pavements and  pedes-
trianised  areas), or allow an audience to do 
so. Access to shops, cycle-stands and  bus-
stops should be kept clear, as well as the tac-
tile path for the visually impaired, between the 
Buttermarket and WH Smiths in Hereford. 

Busking is: 
• Performing in a public place (usually 
singing, dancing, or playing of musical   
instruments) 
• The intention is for the people who 
are there to give money for                
performance.  

You do not currently need a licence 
to busk BUT 
This is a code of conduct that we would 
strongly encourage you to participate 
in. 
The code was written to prevent      
busking from: 
• Becoming int rus ive and an           
annoyance to people (usually by loud, 
continuous or repetitive noise) 
• Obstructing the highway  

If a busker is causing nuisance with 
noise from amplified music or with-
out amplification, the council has the 
power to take action. The police also 
have powers where they consider a 
public nuisance or obstruction is being 
caused.  

The Code of Conduct 

Buskers in High Town, 
Hereford 

Buskers in High Town, 
Hereford 


