ACL Thematic Group

Notes of Meeting Held on 29th April 2010
Riverside Community Learning Centre, Vicarage Road
Present:-

Peter Ding
Herefordshire Council
PD
Myfanwy Page
CSV
MP
Sarah Gosling
HALO
SG
George Driver
WRVS Community Learning Centre
GD
Benson Ferrari
Herefordshire Literacy Project
BF
Meg Hughes
WEA
MH

Paul Mason
JKHS
PM
Fiona Ritchie
ECHO
FR

Wendy Tolley
HCA
WT

1
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Sue Cobourne, Christianne Wakenham, Sue Bucknell, and John Hall, Helen Parker, Charlotte Davies
2
Minutes of the Meeting of 29th September 2009

The minutes of the meeting of 29th September were tabled and agreed
3
Matters Arising

Item 6 Transformation Fund. LEAFEA funding had been accessed and a number of activities with partner groups had been promoted. 
Item 7 Functional Skills Support – HELP were successful with their application, and the consultant had been engaged and delivered to the brief. Further details can be obtained form Julie Wilson-Thomas julie@helpvcs.co.uk
Item 8 ESF Technical Assistance – the proposed event had taken place, and further work has taken place to help support third sector organisations access ESF funding. A training and support package is currently being commissioned. Details of these events are being disseminated through third sector networks.

4 Learning Revolution
PD updated the meeting on two initiatives arising out of the Learning Revolution White Paper. 

Lead Accountable Body (LAB)

It is proposed that local authorities become Lead Accountable Bodies (LAB) for informal adult learning (IAL). As LAB, the local authority would:-
· Receive all Skills Funding Agency (SFA) adult learning funds ( it currently receives £640k, and it is understood that an additional £150k is current available to another provider in the County)

· Develop a plan for IAL in the County – the plan would encompass activity delivered through SFA funds, other public body funds, 3rd sector and private funds, and seek to delivery a cohesive service across the County.

· Commission SFA funding to deliver the plan

· Facilitate the alignment of other non SFA funding to the delivery of priorities within the plan.

Herefordshire Council has returned an Expression of Interest to become LAB for the County – further detail anticipated after the results of the general election.

School of Everything

A national competition was held to identify an organisation to provide a web based solution to linking learners and providers. The organisation ‘schoolofeverything’  (http://schoolofeverything.com) were successful and have now developed a site on which tutors are able to give details of the courses that they can offer. Prospective learners can access the site and search on activity and geographical area. PM said that he had accessed the site and found it usable, but needing some development.
Concerns had been raised in some local authorities around safeguarding. The site is putting in some developments to address these concerns.
5 Work and Skills Plan
Local Authorities are being required to develop and submit a Work and Skills Plan by March 31st 2011. It will be strongly linked to the Local Economic Assesment and its Worklessness Assesment.
The plan will:-

Identify the nature of worklessness in the County

Identify resources committed to addressing worklessness

Undertake a ‘customer mapping’ exercise to identify barriers to work

Develop a plan to prioritise activity directed to reducing worklessness

There is a link to the work of the ACL thematic group (amongst others) as provision of members of the group is focussed on employment skills.

PD will be leading the development of the plan, and will engage individual organisations and report back to the group on its progress.

6 Functional Skills Event
An event has been arranged on 10th June 2010 which will give an update on the current position with the Foundation Learning Tier, and provide workshops around functional skills. To be held at the Hundred House, Great Whitley. PD will provide further information and invites.
7 Safeguarding
The issue of safeguarding was discussed, as currently Ofsted have made this a limiting factor in their inspections. PD stated that Herefordshire council’s position is that they will require all tutors to be CRB checked. There was some concern as to whether this position was acceptable. PD to make further enquiries and to report back.
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