MINUTES FOR THE HEREFORDSHIRE PEDESTRIAN, ACCESS AND CYCLE FORUM

HELD ON TUESDAY 11th DECEMBER 2007 AT

THE SHIRE HALL LIBRARY

5PM – 7PM

PRESENT:
Mo Burns (Cycle Hereford)


Stewart Edinborough (Hereford Wheelers)



Cllr Mark Hubbard (Hereford City Council)



Paige Mitchell (Friends of the Earth/Cycle Hereford)



Steve Trust (RNC)

COUNCIL:
Richard Ball (Chairman)


Amanda Barton






Mark Edwards




Clive Hall
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies received from: Cllr Wilcox, Andrew Culley, Andy Sims, Roger Hughes, Kay & Chris Dartnell, Steve Glennie Smith, Rachel Rice, Kate England.

Gordon Selway has sadly passed away. The group announced that he will be sadly missed and that his knowledge was very valuable to them.
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	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

No declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda were received.
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	MINUTES 

Amendment to previous minutes – St Owens Street Cycle Lane section to read “Cabinet report recommends designing scheme that allows informal one way contra flow”
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	MATTERS ARISING:

Item 5.1 Request for Road Safety section to issue a press release for young people with regard to the dangers of cycling without lights.

Item 7 Sub groups and coverage of pedestrian and access works; additional meetings have been suggested to Hereford Access to All to cover their concerns.

The future of the format of the sub groups is currently being reviewed.

HC cycle web page outstanding action for ME.

Outstanding: all members of staff within Highways & Transportation at Herefordshire Council should receive cycling training, and Amey staff.
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5.1
	ITEMS RAISED:

Bicycle Library

We have approached HALO who has expressed an interest in the bike-hiring scheme. Another meeting to be arranged with them to discuss costings etc. plus we will need to contact bike hire companies to get one on board. Possible trial Summer 2008 if in a position to do so.
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	PEDESTRIAN AND ACCESS SCHEMES UPDATE:

A draft list has been collated from various meeting notes regarding pedestrian access problems sites. This needs to be reviewed to put into some sort of ranking order. Discussion that individual works might be better incorporated into a strategic or route based approach. Cllr Hubbard will mention this at the next meeting of Hereford City Council. 

There needs to be more input for issues to the south of the river in Hereford. 

List to be circulated with minutes.

Update from previous minutes:

Moreton on Lugg

Beginning of 2008: consultation stage, via questionnaire. Consultation will go out to local residents, businesses in Holmer Road area and Moreton on Lugg.

Yazor Road

Decision notice received 22 November 07 includes widening the footway and reclassifying as a shared cycle/footway. Comment made that logos need to go down on the ground.

Aylestone Hill Zebra Crossing

Developer in area no longer needs access. Work has been ordered and should start early next calendar year.

Great Western Way – Southern Extension

Design to commence early 2008.

St Owen Street Cycle Lane

Cabinet member decision received (22-11-07) and proposal has been accepted that St Owens Street contra flow cycle lane has been reviewed with the aim of imposing traffic speed control not adversely affecting the ambience of the road and a 20 mph zone be introduced.

Holmer Cycleway

Phased work will start on this early next calendar year
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	BRIEF UPDATE OF SUB GROUP MEETINGS:

Ledbury Sub Group

Pedestrian crossings in New St & Bye St discussed with more data provided on pedestrian counts, plus discussion on detailed maintenance and other improvements elsewhere in the town.

Hereford Sub Group

No cycle parking has been provided at new dentist near ASDA. Legal section will be asked to chase on planning enforcement for provision of cycle parking.

A design guide is available on the HC web site; Link for the design guide is:

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/docs/Highways_Design_Guide_for_New_Developments.pdf
Cycle parking specifications start on page 33 with level of provision standards listed from page 38.

Cllr Hubbard commented regarding the increasing difficulty in finding a free cycle rack space in the city and requested this be looked into.
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	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Connect 2

Voting closed Monday 10 December at noon. Decision to be announced in the evening news on Wednesday 12 December. Initial indications for Connect 2 are very good. The group thanked all the people involved for their hard work. If we are unsuccessful a bid would go to the capital programme bid and then to cabinet to formally consider funding the scheme in the next financial year. It was hoped that this would not be at the expense of any other schemes. 

Post meeting announcement: We won, with 42% of the vote.

HC Web Page

No progress since last meeting. Now Connect 2 is complete more emphasis can be put into the web pages – these are due imminently.

Cycle England

Cycle England will shortly be looking for candidates for more cycling demonstration towns. Herefordshire Council have expressed their interest. Awaiting further information to formally appear. Cycle England next funding opportunity is 'Bike for the Future II' here's the link:
http://www.cyclingengland.co.uk/docs/bike-for-the-future-II.pdf
Annual capital settlement
For Highways and Transportation from DfT, total for 2008/09: £11.2 million, which is: £2,341,000 for integrated transport and £8,871,000 for capital maintenance.

Discussion on Local Area Agreements (LAA): confirmed that currently the LTP is separate from LAA funds. The LAA is an agreement for the next three years between the government and Herefordshire Council for indicators to decide where funds should be focused; the indicators are currently being discussed with stakeholders at workshops, and will be finalised by the end of January, and signed off in June.
	ME

ME

	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

Main forum meetings:  Tuesday 11th March 2008 – 5-7pm 

                                     Venue:  Shire Hall Library

Hereford Sub Group: Tuesday 12th February 2008 2pm Hereford Shire Hall Library

Ledbury Sub Group:  Tuesday 26th February 2008 1:30pm Ledbury Town Council Offices
	


