MINUTES FOR THE HEREFORDSHIRE PEDESTRIAN, ACCESS AND CYCLE FORUM

HELD ON TUESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2007 AT

THE SHIRE HALL LIBRARY

5PM – 7PM

PRESENT:
Mo Burns (Cycle Hereford)


PC Kevin Carter (West Mercia Constabulary)



Stewart Edinborough (Hereford Wheelers)



Peter James (Owen Williams)



Jim Lawes (Hereford Access for All)

Paige Mitchell (Friends of the Earth/Cycle Hereford)



David Price (Hereford Access for All)

COUNCIL:
Richard Ball (Chairman)


Amanda Barton






Mark Edwards




Rachel Rice

	1
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies received from: Andrew Culley, Clive Hall, Roger Hughes, Tristan Morgan, Anne Rolfe, Gordon Selway, Andy Sims, Steve Thompson, Steve Trust, Linda Ward, Cllr Brian Wilcox, Kath England, Colin Mears.
	

	2
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

No declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda were received.
	

	3
	MINUTES – RESOLVED:

The minutes of the meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access & Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 6th June 2007 were approved as a correct record.
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING:

Toilets Access Lock

Lock fixed and vandalised numerous times since last meeting, ongoing issue. It was commented on that the area is not covered by CCTV.


	

	5.1
	ITEMS RAISED:

Police Questions & Answers

This is the first time the group has had the opportunity to speak directly with the Police since the meetings began. Police perspective is they have no specific policy on cycling etc.. but expect people to follow the Highway Code. If this is not carried out a common sense and discretionary policy is adopted by individual officers. The Police would like to be made aware of any specific issues at the time so they can attend and discuss. 

Contact details for PC Mears: colin.mears@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

08457444888
	ALL

	5.2
	SCHEMES UPDATE:

Moreton on Lugg

3 options put forward by Owen Williams to HC on 24/8/2007, council to report back on 21/9/2007. Option using existing rural routes parallel with the A49 is favoured.

Yazor Road

Shared use of footway / cycleway is favoured and the cabinet member has agreed this is the way to progress.

Aylestone Hill Zebra Crossing

Programmed for construction January 2008 with an aim to complete March 2008. This is all dependant on residential building still being carried out at the top of the hill.

Great Western Way – Southern Extension

Design to commence early 2008.

St Owen Street Cycle Lane

Public consultation in January 2007, cabinet report prepared. No formal decision has yet been made. To be discussed on Andrew Culleys return from holiday.

Holmer Cycleway

Very early stages, some initial plans have been sent out. It is an extensive scheme, which will need to be phased in.
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	5.3
	HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION RESTRUCTURE UPDATE:

Currently phasing in stage 1, Senior Management level. This includes 5 new development blocks. This will have an effect on contacts, more information will be given as the restructure progresses. 

See contacts box below for responsibility areas of senior managers.

Paige Mitchell would like it noted that they are keen to keep the relationship and processes that have been put in place and not lose this during the restructure.
	RB

	6
	BRIEF UPDATE OF SUB GROUP MEETINGS:

Ledbury Sub Group

Key issues discussed were general highway maintenance problems, delays being caused by Welsh Water works, pedestrian crossings in New St & Bye St, cycle park provisions and general traffic flow.

Hereford Sub Group

Key issues discussed were the restructure, Owen Williams attending next meeting, circulation of cycle parking sites, park street pavements, and improvement of subway on Great Western Way. Jim Lawes wished to make it known that the Hereford Access for All group were not happy with the way the meeting is carried out, they feel it is turning into a cycle forum and Pedestrian & Access issues are being left to the side. The group will no longer attend if this is not addressed.

Sub group workings to be reviewed.


	RB/RR

	7
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Connects 2

They are now building up to the TV programme scheduled for early Dec 2007 where the winning scheme will be picked by national telephone vote. A Connect 2 day will be held on 27th September 2007 where there will be information around the city to raise awareness.

HC Web Page

A cycling web page will soon be emerging with schemes and minutes to be available with the idea of developing further in the future. The link will be circulated once up and running.

Pedestrian / Access Issues

No information has been received on the proposal put forward by Hereford Access for All 18 months ago regarding a crossing being put on Grandstand Road near the Spar shop. They would like acknowledgement of this from HC. Also problems with rainwater channels not being covered in Green Street, Union Street, Bridge Street, & St Martins Street.

Paige Mitchell would also like it noted that she feels all members of staff within Highways & Transportation at Herefordshire Council should receive cycling training.
	ME
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	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

Main forum meetings:  Tuesday 11th December 2007 – 5-7pm 

                                     Venue:  Shire Hall library

Sub group meetings: 

Hereford: Thursday 22 November, 3pm, Hereford Shire Hall Library

Ledbury: Tuesday 20 November, 1.30pm, Ledbury Town Council Offices
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	Name of Lead Officers 
	Area of Responsibility and special interests
	Telephone 

01432
	Email Address

	Rachel Rice
	Service Development Manager
	261776
	rrice@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Clive Hall
	Highways Network Manager
	260786
	clhall@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Richard Ball
	Policy Development and Planning manager
	260965
	rball@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Andrew Culley
	Programmes and Contracts Manager
	261955
	aculley@herefordshire.gov.uk

	John Bobin
	Streetscene Manager
	383214
	jbobin@herefordshire.gov.uk

	PC Colin Mears
	Police
	08457444888
	colin.mears@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

	Amanda Barton
	Coordinator for Forum
	383007
	abarton@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Mark Edwards
	Cycling issues
	383653
	medwards2@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Steve Burgess
	Transport Planning
	260968
	Sburgess@herefordshire.gov.uk


