
	MINUTES of the sixth meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 6th March 2007 at the Shire Hall, Library starting at 5.00pm

	Present: Cllr Brian Wilcox – Highways and Transportation Cabinet Member - Chairman

Paige Mitchell – (Friends of the Earth); Mo Burns – (Cycle Hereford); Jim Lawes (Hereford Access for All); David Price – (Hereford Access for All;); Stewart Edinborough (Herefordshire Wheelers); Anne Rolfe (RNCB); Alison Roberts (Local Access Forum), Charles Pickles (Edgar Street Grid)
Officers   

Amanda Barton; Richard Ball; Mark Edwards; Andrew Culley.

	


	1
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Apologies were received from:-  Tristan Morgan, Linda Ward, Colin Meers, Andy Middlecote, Andy Sims, Kath England, Tom Davies, Clive Hall, Pele Bhamber.


	

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda were received.


	

	3
	MINUTES - RESOLVED:

The minutes of the meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 5th December 2006   were approved as a correct record. 


	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING 

Toilet Access Lock

The toilets on the slip road at the back of Maylord Orchard will be having RADAR locks fitted imminently.  

Bus station behind Tesco in Hereford
RB has fed back to the bus companies at the last Bus Operators Forum reminding drivers that bus engines should be turned off.

Road User Hierarchy

No feedback received.

Aylestone Hill work 

PM/Cycle Hereford would have liked to have seen the plans prior to construction, to enable constructive suggestions; the scheme was brought to the forum last year verbally - but no comments or requests were received. AC with Owen Williams to continue to ensure that papers/plans are sent to AB to circulate to Forum members when a scheme triggers consultation.

ARUP report 2000

No comments received.

Transport Ambition Group Conference

This is being rescheduled for summer 2007, no date yet.

Service buses and seat belts

The Councils Diversity Unit to give a presentation to the Bus Operators Forum,

Raised kerbs in Ledbury for buses

This is with the local are sub group to progress if appropriate.

Cycle lockers at Hereford Station

Arriva Trains Wales has been approached; Transec the transport safety inspectorate is currently reluctant.
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	5

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4
	Items raised by representatives of: council, local user groups, interest groups and organisations:

Presentation Charles Pickles on the Edgar Street Grid proposals 

Currently the plans are focusing extending the town centre northwards, with open space and access for all, and low signage. Work to start 2010 to 2016 to 2030. First phase is retail quarter and relief road.

PM – commented that impact on surrounding areas (eg Newtown Road) should also be included in assessment.

The Master Plan is due out for consultation in June by the Edgar Street Grid company (the Master Plan will be broad aspects about the developments proposed – details would be provided later by individual developers), also in June a supplementary planning document will also be issued for consultation by the Council as a design guide to assist developers.

AR – comment that shared space does not work for the visually impaired.

Local Group presentations

The Forum members requested that this item be moved to the Agenda for the next Forum as PB not present. New Director of Environment to be invited too.

10 minutes for each person, volunteers so far: 

Hereford Access for All (Jim Lawes)

Cycle Hereford, Friends of the Earth and St James & Bartonsham

Community Travel Plan (Paige Mitchell and Mo Burns)

RNCB (Anne Rolfe)

At new Council Members induction day in June – AB to provide information about the Forum to new Councillors.

Public Service services provision for disability

Brief presentation by AB on the Disability Equality Scheme and how in particular it relates to transport and the action plan, a briefing note to be circulated with minutes. For more details please visit the Councils web page, or email: diversity@herefordshire.gov.uk, or phone 01432 260216.

Public Consultation update 

Brief presentation by AC:

1) Yazor Road – Consultation period has just closed, Option 1 = 18, Option 2 = 16, Option 3 = 11, 10 said don’t do anything. The results are now to be appraised with a report created – the basic results will be on the Councils web site.

2) Saint Owen Street – Consultation period has closed, 30 comments received from 38 people attending the public exhibitions, 20 responses from letter drop. In all, 16 in favour, 27 against. Five options have emerged from the responses. AC is undertaking an appraisal of the consultation. PM requested agreement on the basic principles before Owen Williams look at the new detail of options. Discussion over how individual and group responses ought to be weighted for any consultation. PM requested that consultation protocols are followed – in that responses are categorised, and council responses to each comment and an explanation for the ultimate decision is all made available on the web site as a public document for each consultation.

3) Saint Thomas Cantilupe School – consultation was undertaken last year, the street lighting is being done this financial year and the rest of the work will happed next financial year.
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	A brief update of pedestrian, access and cycle schemes – report back from sub groups/meetings: 20-2-07, 27-2-07: Mark Edwards and Amanda Barton 

Hereford

ME reported that Chris Oakley from Crowd Dynamics presented the proposals for the Edgar Street Grid development, discussion took up most of the meeting. The Hereford flood alleviation plans were also looked at; as requested by JL.

Ledbury

AB reported that it was held on 27th February with 7 attendees. Many local issues were discussed and a number of actions agreed as reported in the meeting notes.

General comment: if Forum members are not on the list to be sent either the Ledbury or the Hereford sub group meeting notes, and would like to receive them, pleases contact AB.


	All if appropriate



	7
	Any other business
ME told the Forum about the planned High Town sustainable travel in bike week event on Wednesday 20th June, at which there will be cycle promotion/Doctor Bike/Smoothie bike, possible postcode security by the police and sustainable travel stalls, any group interested in being involved to contact ME by the 6th April. MB suggested info panels on cycle info and cycle schemes.

Bike Week events will be promoted with a flyer this year – all submissions for events that want advertising to be with ME by 7th May. PM suggested leaflets in the Admag, about cycling more generally, not just bike week events. Plus newspaper editorials.

ME updated the Forum about the Connect 2 project. 

The aim of he project was to link communities with a walking and cycling link (not just cycling). Development of a river crossing between the city and Rotherwas has been on the council’s wish list for many years and would have been tackled in the next few years. Sustrans’ Connect2 projects is a collection of schemes bidding for the Big Lottery Fund: the people’s millions this coming Autumn. There are five other projects competing against Sustrans Connect2 for a £50m pot. The winner will be decided by a television vote. 

Sustrans have already whittled down over 400 schemes around the country to a long list of 130 schemes. Sustrans now need to reduce the number of schemes to 75 to take forward into their Connect2 project. To help them gauge local support for schemes, they have been posted on the web at: www.sustransconnect2.org.uk/projects/project_detail.php?id=92 and votes and expressions of support invited. Within the first week of posting our scheme was the most supported connect2 scheme nationally. Please register your support. On the website.

HC have asked consultants Owen Williams to prepare an outline feasibility report due by the end of March, and the cabinet member has been asked to confirm council support for the scheme. Cllr Wilcox confirmed he was keen to see the scheme go ahead.

PM said she had a bridge design that might be appropriate.

DP – pot holes outside Saint Thomas Cantilupe school need filling.

MB inquired about nursery schools being involved in Travel Plans/Safer Routes to School/20mph zones, MB to liaise with Linda Sinker over possible ways forward.

MB inquired if the Council is involved in global road safety week in April. Follow up note: no we are not, we are focusing our resources on other events through the year.

Thanks were expressed to Councillor Wilcox for his chairmanship of the Forum meetings.
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	DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next main Forum meeting will be on Tuesday 5th June 2007, 5.00 to 7.00 pm, Hereford Shire Hall, Library 

Subgroup meetings:

1) Hereford sub group meeting: Thursday 10th May 2007, 2pm, Hereford Shire Hall, Green Room.

2) Ledbury sub group meeting: Tuesday 22nd May 2007, 1.30pm, Ledbury Town Council Offices.
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	Name of Lead Officers 
	Area of Responsibility and special interests
	Telephone 

01432
	Email Address

	Tom Davis
	Area Manager North
	261776
	tedavies@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Clive Hall
	Area Manager Central 
	260786
	clhall@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Andrew Middlecote
	Assistant Area Manager South
	383392
	amiddlecote@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Amanda Barton
	Coordinator for Forum
	383007
	abarton@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Mark Edwards
	Cycling issues
	383653
	medwards2@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Steve Burgess
	Transport Planning
	260968
	Sburgess@herefordshire.gov.uk



