
	MINUTES of the fifth meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 5th December 2006 at the Shire Hall, Library starting at 5.00pm

	Present: Cllr Brian Wilcox – Highways and Transportation Cabinet Member - Chairman

Paige Mitchell – (Friends of the Earth); Mo Burns – (Cycle Hereford); Jim Lawes (Hereford Access for All); David Price – (Hereford Access for All;); Gordon Selway (CTC); Stewart Edinborough (Herefordshire Wheelers); Vince Godber (RNCB); Rob Hemblade (Local Access Forum)
Officers   

Amanda Barton; Richard Ball; Mark Edwards; Clive Hall; Tom Davies; Kath England; Andrew Culley.

	


	1
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Apologies were received from:-  Tristan Morgan, Linda Ward, Colin Meers, Kay and Chris Dartnell, Graham Dunhill, Steve Glennie-Smith, Roger Hughes.
	

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda were received.
	

	3
	MINUTES - RESOLVED:

The minutes of the meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 5th September 2006   were approved as a correct record with the following error: Gordon Selway apologies for absence.
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING 

Toilet Access Lock

The toilets on the slip road at the back of Maylord Orchard - issue outstanding. The Council needs to formulate a policy on RADAR keys.  DP highlighted that there are not enough disabled accessible toilets in Hereford and need to publicise use of RADAR keys. They are available from Tourist Info Centre and Hereford info shop.

High Town 

Tactile lines have been installed in High Town to assist the blind/partially sighted; the RNC continues to discuss access issues with the Council. 

Traffic Order (Cycling in High Town) 

Noted that a new order was being progressed to bring High Town and Widemarsh Street in line with each other by prohibiting cycling on any day between 10.30 and 4.30.  

Road User Hierarchy

Herefordshire Council has new revised design guide for cycle provision for new developments (prior to the new national design guide for Roads and Bridges being issued by the government). 

PM met with ME and CH, after which CH had drafted the Highway Asset Management methodology for prioritising pedestrian/access schemes for Hereford City. This has been circulated to the Hereford sub group, but will also be circulated with these minutes, all to feedback to AB on this proposed prioritisation by end of January 2007.

Aylestone Hill work – substantially complete. When Carfax house development is complete it is planned to install a pedestrian crossing across the main road.

Bus station behind Tesco in Hereford. JL has previously stated that the buses never turn off their engines, which they are supposed to do. RB to feedback to the bus companies at the next Bus Operators Forum.

PM asked if the casualty figures could be linked to mode and exposure so it is possible to look at correlation between the increase in cyclists compared to the amount of cycling accidents. ME to resend data to PM.
	CH

All by 31Jan 07

AB

RB

ME

	5

5.1


	Items raised by representatives of: council, local user groups, interest groups and organisations:

Presentation by Clive Hall on consultants report on Access to the City Centre (ARUP) from 2000. The report gives a strategic overview concentrating on routes. Clive has audited the original tables of proposals to assess how much is completed.

AB to circulate the table to all (as previously circulated to Hereford sub group), all to feedback on outstanding projects by end of January 2007 to AB – should the outstanding projects be retained for action/what is the perception of the routes highlighted?

RB mentioned the effect of Edgar Street Grid proposals on the different routes for improvements as originally proposed. The Edgar Street Grid consultants are aware of the report.
	AB

All by 31Jan

07




	6
	A brief update of pedestrian, access and cycle schemes – report back from sub groups/meetings: 21-11-06, 28-11-06: Clive Hall and Tom Davies 

Ledbury

TD explained that the main issue was the situation with Welsh Water in Ledbury, who will probably be working in Ledbury for a couple of years. Focusing on water quality, surveys will be undertaken first to see the extent of repairs needed. TD is in close contact with Welsh Water. Both the New Street and Bye Street crossings could be affected.

The sub group had discussed issues over the recent Traffic Regulation Orders and put forward complaints, TD to meet with relevant parties.

Hereford

CH covered items discussed at the Hereford sub-group meeting; including Cycle Hereford requesting more cycle parking for High Town than was there prior to refurbishment, but this has not been delivered. Discussion of mixed messages over support/encouragement for cyclists from the Council, particularly ref restrictions to cycle access in town centre. PM suggested that new Head of Service for Highways and Transportation attend next main Forum meeting with local groups each giving a five minute presentation. Any group wishing to give a presentation please contact AB by 31st January 2007.

JL expressed concern that the one project they had put forward for this year (crossing by Grandstand Road shops) was not on any action tables. CH to put on agenda for Hereford sub group.

General information: 

Head of Service for Highways and Transportation – Pele Bhamber from 2-1-07.

Director of Environment – Mr Haige from 2-4-07.
	All by 31Jan 07

CH

	7
	Any other business
Request for suggestions for workshop topics – for Transport Ambition Group Conference in March 2007, the following suggestions were put forward:

· Manual for Streets (if it has been published).

· How the Council is undertaking the review of speed limits in the County.

· Climate change and transport in Herefordshire (update on carbon management plan and Nottingham Declaration).

· Development Control and transport delivery – supplementary planning guidance, and land use planning.

· Road Safety Strategy (if it has been published).

JL – Service buses could do with seat belts, especially for wheelchairs, however the Department for Transport standards do not require them.

GS - Leominster rail access scheme. Disabled access design work has been carried out, and currently in discussions with Arriva. The Bridge is capable of having ramps, but it wasn’t a requirement when it was installed.

JL – A wheelchair user was not allowed on a bus, Sargents buses policy is to assist and use manual ramps, wheel chair user should when on board face backwards and apply their wheelchair brakes. RB to feedback to the bus companies at the next Bus Operators Forum so that there is a consistent approach countywide.

JL - What was the council's policy on installing platforms at bus stops. In particular he reported that the main bus stop in Ledbury outside the Market Hall had no platform. 

RB stated that there is a rolling program of bus stop improvement around the county.
SE – request for cycle lockers at stations (as Great Malvern has new lockers on the platform). ME to approach Arriva Trains Wales.

GS – Query over new law on Public Service services provision for disability, this would include permeability of city centres. Herefordshire Council will review the act and produce a briefing note on the act and how it impacts on the work of Highways and Transportation.

PM – Saint Owen Street cycle contra flow issues over the procedure so far and that the current plan does not cover the social function of the street,  or reduce speed and volume of traffic, PM would like project brief revisited and consultation deferred,  AC advised that the scheme was going out to consultation soon, with some variations suggested and all feedback was welcome.

AC, RB and Cllr Wilcox will discuss with Graham Dunhill.
	SB

RB

JD

ME

RB

AC

	8
	DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next meeting will be on the 6th March 2007, 5.00 to 7.00 pm 

Venue is Shire Hall Library

Future date: 5 June 2007

Subgroup meetings:

Hereford sub group meeting: Monday 19th February 2007, 10am, Hereford Shire Hall, Green Room.

Next Ledbury sub group meeting: Tuesday 27th February 2007, 1.30pm, Ledbury Town Council Offices.
	AB

CH

TD/BE




	Name of Lead Officers 
	Area of Responsibility and special interests
	Telephone 

01432
	Email Address

	Tom Davis
	Area Manager North
	261776
	tedavies@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Clive Hall
	Area Manager Central 
	260786
	clhall@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Andrew Middlecote
	Assistant Area Manager South
	383392
	amiddlecote@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Amanda Barton
	Coordinator for FORUM
	383007
	abarton@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Mark Edwards
	Cycling issues
	263653
	medwards2@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Steve Burgess
	Transport Planning
	260968
	Sburgess@herefordshire.gov.uk



