
	MINUTES of the fourth meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 5th September 2006 at the Town Hall, Committee Room 1 starting at 5.00pm

	Present: Cllr Brian Wilcox – Highways and Transportation Cabinet Member - Chairman

Paige Mitchell – (Friends of the Earth); Mo Burns – (Cycle Hereford); Jim Lawes (Hereford Access for All); David Price – (Hereford Access for All;); Roger Hughes (Ledbury Access for All); Stewart Edinborough (Herefordshire Wheelers); Lydia Garlick, minutes (Herefordshire Council).
Officers   

Amanda Barton; Richard Ball; Steve Burgess; Mark Edwards; Clive Hall; Kath England; Justine Heath; Andy Middlecote; Bruce Evans; Alison Roberts; Andrew Culley.
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Apologies were received from:- Anne Rolfe; Tom Davies; Shirley Mackay; Kay and Chris Dartnell, Colin Meers, Rob Hemblade, Stewart Barton, Steve Glennie Smith.
	

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda were received.
	

	3
	MINUTES - RESOLVED:

The minutes of the meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 2nd May 2006   were approved as a correct record with the following grammatical errors:
3rd paragraph of ‘Matters Arising’ – first sentence should read ‘Noted that the toilet at Maylord Orchards’ (not ‘in Maylord Orchards’).

2nd paragraph of ‘Ambition Group’ – ‘Jennifer Hopkins’ should read ‘Jennifer Watkins’.

2nd paragraph of ‘Road User Hierarchy’ – ‘proscribed’ should read ‘prescribed’.

1st paragraph of ‘Any Other Business’ – ‘advanced fenced off lines’ should read ‘advanced stop lines’.
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING 

Toilet Access Lock

There was confusion over which toilets were being discussed and whether or not the council were responsible for them. It was confirmed that the toilets on the slip road at the back of Maylord Orchard are owned by the council and therefore the council are responsible for them. It was also confirmed that these toilets are in working order but there is still an issue with the use of radar keys. This piece of work is still progressing. A report back on progress made will be provided at the next meeting.

High Town 

The project board met yesterday. There are proposals to introduce tactile pavements and a crossing point in the middle of High Town (outside Butter Market) for use by the blind. The east side of Butter Market would be aesthetically more pleasing but the west side would be more practical. Therefore the west route will be pursued. 

Traffic Order (Cycling in High Town) Noted that a new order was needed to eliminate the inconsistency between High Town and the new Widemarsh Street order.  The new order would bring the two areas in line with each other by prohibiting cycling on any day between 10.30 and 4.30.  This matter is being progressed. An average order takes 12 months.

Joined Up Programme

All copies of JUP went out to members prior to the meeting.

Bench Marking Project 

A copy of the report with key benchmarks was distributed with the previous minutes.
Road User Hierarchy

It was noted that Herefordshire Council applied national and professional guidance on Design Quality and many of the principals including the hierarchy itself were in line with those suggested in the paper and reflected in the Local Transport Plan. 

PM noted that the minutes did not clearly state that the forum had accepted adopting the principles. 

PM was supposed to meet with ME and CH. This has not happened due to annual leave clashes but they will now arrange a suitable time.

Aylestone Hill Work started yesterday on the Aylestone Hill scheme and an improvement should be seen in the next few weeks. The scheme introduces advanced stoplines in Station Approach and an uphill cycle lane to the top of Aylestone Hill (see 9 in item 5.3 below).

Consultants report on Access to the City Centre (Atkins) was going to be presented at this meeting however, ME was unable to track down this report. This is because it is not Atkins, it is ARUP. RB noted that it would be useful to review the report and that he would work with ME to find the report. The report may not be up-to-date but it will be a useful historic comparison to look at how far we have come. This will be an agenda item at the next meeting.


	CH

PM/ME/CH

CH
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5.1

5.2

5.3
	Items raised by representatives of: council, local user groups, interest groups and organisations:

Revised Terms of Reference (fourth) for adoption: Amanda Barton

The latest version had been circulated before the meeting. The Terms of Reference were agreed with the following two amendments:

Point 2, 3rd bullet point - ‘relevant Officers will be bought’ will read ‘relevant Officers will be brought’.

Point 3, 1st bullet point – will read – ‘To support pedestrian, access and cycling improvements in Herefordshire, including policy and schemes, following principles agreed by the forum.’

Delivery Report 05/06 for LTP: Justine Heath

Justine talked to a written summary report that was circulated. Please see attached. The full report will not be distributed to everyone but it is available on the Internet. If anyone urgently needs a hard copy please contact Justine Heath.

The increase in cycling was measured by six automatic counters in the county.

PM asked if the casualty figures could be linked to mode and exposure so it is possible to look at correlation between the increase in cyclists compared to the amount of cycling accidents. ME to get information broken down.

JL commented on the poor condition of the bus station behind Tesco in Hereford. He stated that the buses never turn off their engines, which they are supposed to do when sat in the bus station. He is concerned of the pollution that this is causing. The Chair explained that the problem the council have with this situation is that it is not a bus station but is a large bus stop that is owned by Tesco and not the council so the council do not have control over it.

RB reported that a long-term solution will be the improvements that fit in with the Edgar Street Grid proposals, but that is very long term. He also noted that there is a permanent monitoring system on the roundabout monitoring the pollution levels and providing detailed information on pollution. RB and BW will be attending a bus operators meeting soon and will raise the problem of engine use whilst at stops, they will also find out the time limits that are set for a bus to need to turn off engine.

It was agreed that this is a cause for concern and that it is also a problem with taxi drivers in the county, wasting energy and causing pollution. On a positive note, it was noted by RH that at the County Bus Station on Commercial Road the bus drivers do turn their engines off.

The Chair thanked Justine Heath and the team for producing the report and for all their hard work.

Presentation on cycle scheme deliver progress: Andrew Culley (this item was presented after item 6)

Andrew Culley displayed a powerpoint presentation, using photos of parts of the county where cycle schemes were either underway or due to start within the next year:

1. Merton Meadow – one of the earliest completed schemes. This joins Widemarsh Street and Edgar Street.

2. St Owens Street – this is still in the design/consultation stage. Due to start in January 2007. There will be a cycle lane up the south side of the road – with no red paint!

3. Holmer Road – this is a grand scheme to link the Great Western Way end of the road, right up to Holmer. Due to begin in July 2007 although some parts will hopefully start this year. The idea is to make the crossing by B&Q more usable. Speed limits will be taken into account.

4. Broad Street, Leominster – due to start August 2007. Main concerns are the possible loss of parking spaces A feasibility report will be done shortly. 

5. Broad Street, Ross-on-Wye – difficult because of the steep hill. Been looking at routes using the side streets to avoid the hill. Using some side streets and back of car park as access. The route is one way (going up hill). In the car park the vegetation may need to be trimmed down or taken out completely so that the cyclists’ vision is not restricted. Start date is due to be February 2007.

6. Holme Lacy Road – next to Withy Brook. This has been completed and is very successful.

7. Buckfield Road, Leominster – designs are being worked on. Due to begin January 2007.

8. Yazor Road, Hereford – this is at the feasibility stage. There is not too much design work to be done and is on target to begin in February 2007. This will be a shared use path for pedestrians and cyclists. Keen to avoid the use of split cyclist/pedestrian lanes as the pedestrians do not stay on their side and it results in being more dangerous. It was also noted that sometimes if there is a cycle path the motorists assume that the cyclists do not have a right to cycle on the road if they wish to. It was decided to review this situation. 

9. Aylestone Hill, Hereford – this is on-road cycle provision all the way from the station to the top of the hill. At the point of the pedestrian lights half way up the hill, the hedge will be cut back and the cycle lane will go onto the pavement. A small amount of red will be used at the roundabout at the top of the hill. There will not be a cycle lane going down the hill.

10. Great Western Way, Hereford – work started last week. This is part of the ‘Safer Route to School’ project.

11. Hereford Town Hall and Hill Rise Centre, Hereford  - cycle parking projects completed.

Major cycle route signing schemes are due to begin in November 2006.
	AB

ME

RB

AC
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	A brief update of pedestrian, access and cycle schemes – report back from sub groups/meetings: 22-08-06, 29-08-06: Bruce Evans and Clive Hall

Ledbury

BE explained about the situation in Ledbury. Welsh Water are coming into Ledbury to do work and this may mean that the schemes that are due to start in Ledbury may fall behind. Bruce has got a meeting with Welsh Water to see if negotiations can be made in relation to where their work will be done and if the schemes will be affected or not. 

RH commented that as a group they were surprised that there had been no communication about the possibility of schemes being put on hold because of the Welsh Water work. He also said that the group needs assurance that the projects will go ahead next year as there is no guarantee that the money will be available. 

BE said that until Welsh Water investigate the area, it is not known where abouts they will be working. He assured RH that the schemes won’t just get ‘dropped out of system’ but a 100% guarantee cannot be given as budgets have not been set for next year. As the work has already been identified as ‘needed’ this year, it will still be ‘needed’ next year. 

The Chair explained that, although it is fair to say that there is a high chance that their work will be done next year, priorities do change and therefore that is as much of an assurance as can be given.

RH added that even if this work is done next year, Ledbury will also have other priorities for next year as well.

Hereford

CH listed the items which were discussed at the Hereford sub-group meeting:

· Discussion on High Town

· One day cycling event – National Clarins Cycle Club have made an application to use Hereford for their one-day cycling event. At the moment a suitable route is being explored.

· Pedestrian access improvements – needing liaison with PM

· Sub-way at Greyfriars – possibility of a ramp but the gradient is well in excess for a simple ramp – another meeting has been arranged to discuss.

· Top end of Homer Road – discussion with Highways Agency.

· Top of Grandstand Road – discussed.

· Sainsburys – vegetation – need to write to Sainburys

· Plough Road – lamp stand, taking forward.

· It was asked if the group wished to have a separate Disabled Users Group – it was agreed they didn’t.

JL asked if there has been any further news on traffic calming on Widemarsh Street, near St Cantilupe School. AC explained that consultation has gone out and it is on the current programme of things to do.

Cycle parking – danger of putting additional cycle parking in the middle of High Town when there are cycling restrictions in middle of town – more discussion to be had at next meeting. 
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	Any other business

pm – for info – there is a Manual for Streets – still in consultation stage This reproduces our movement principles, www.manualforstreets.org.uk
PM – Herefordshire Climate Consensus – contact PM if interested.

Progress schemes – copies available to take away today.
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	DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next meeting will be on the 5th December 2006m, 5.00 to 7.00 pm 

Note venue is Shire Hall Library

Future dates: 6 March 2007, 5 June 2007

Subgroup meetings:

Ledbury – 28th November 2pm venue to be confirmed
Hereford – 21st November, 2pm Hereford Town Hall
	AB

TD/BE

CH


	Name of Lead Officers 
	Area of Responsibility and special interests
	Telephone 

01432
	Email Address

	Tom Davis
	Area Manager North
	261776
	tedavies@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Clive Hall
	Area Manager Central 
	260786
	clhall@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Andrew Middlecote
	Assistant Area Manager South
	383392
	amiddlecote@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Amanda Barton
	Coordinator for FORUM
	383007
	abarton@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Mark Edwards
	Cycling issues
	263653
	medwards2@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Steve Burgess
	Transport planning
	260968
	Sburgess@herefordshire.gov.uk



