
	MINUTES of the third Meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 2nd May 2006 at the Town Hall, Committee Room 1 starting at 5.00pm

	Present: Cllr Brian Wilcox – Highways and Transportation Cabinet Member - Chairman

Paige Mitchell – (Friends of the Earth); Mo Burns – (Cycle Hereford); Jim Lawes (Hereford Access for All); David Price – (Hereford Access for All;); Stuart Edinborough (Hereford and District Wheelers); Anne Rolfe (RNCB). Tristan Morgan (County Hospital); Linda Ward (County Hospital)

Officers   

Richard Ball; Steve Burgess; Tom Davies; Mark Edwards; Clive Hall; Kath England; (Shirley Mackay – Notes) 

	


	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from:- Perminder Balu: Steve Glennie Smith; Tim Ford; Gordon Selway; Cynthia Spaull; Kath England; Kay Dartnell; Dennis Perkins; Andy Sims; Roger Hughes; Paula Mcgivern;Graham Dunhill; Stephen Oates;Rob Hemblade; Amanda Barton; Andy Middlecote; Peter Evans
	

	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest by Members in respect of items on this agenda were received
	

	MINUTES  - RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 31st January 2006   be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
	

	MATTERS ARISING 

Ross-on Wye - It was reported that the traffic signs and lining in Ross–on- Wye were complete subject to a confirmatory audit (which needed to be resourced).  The project comprised 100 plus signs in 15 plus streets and the meeting was informed that vandalism was resulting in sign removal.

Waiting – the TRO confirming an experimental order came into effect 3rd February 2006 providing for 20 metres of disabled badge holders waiting a maximum of 2 hours Mon to Sat 9.00 am to 6 pm with no return within 2 hours.  Signs and lines should confirm this and confirmation will be made during the audit proposed above

Toilet Access Lock

Noted that the toilet in Maylord Orchard which had been out of commission, was not the responsibility of the Council but the management of the centre but was now open.

Radar Key use in Herefordshire was not consistent as inherited from the various councils making up the unitary authority.  The council was considering introducing the scheme particularly in locations where anti-social behaviour had been identified as an issue.  A report back on progress made will be provided at the next meeting

Ledbury Railway Station  Meeting to be held on 3rd May on the Ledbury DDA issues

High Town 

A meeting had been held with RNC and their views put forward – following a display of the plans.  Textures and colour contrasts were to be introduced but feedback was needed from the project team on what had been incorporated.   The meeting had been appreciated by the college.

Noted that the work starts Monday 8th and there will be disruption  
	CH

AR



	Traffic Order (Cycling in High Town) Noted that a new order was needed to eliminate the inconsistency between the two halves of High Town.  The new order would bring the area where riding was legal on Sunday in line with the agreed policy that there would be no cycling on any day between 10.30 and 4.30.  Until then the Police have agree that enforcement would be lenient on Sundays to reflect the discrepancy between the two areas.

SE noted that this rationalisation incurred a further restriction rather than a liberation for cyclists.
	CH

	Ambition group – A request for three additional representatives for a consultancy group was still a requirement but it was noted that the Herefordshire Plan is being replaced by the Hereford Community Strategy.  This would obviate the need for an Ambition Group as this would be replaced by new task and finish groups.  

It was noted that all consultation relating to the development of the Hereford Community Strategy had been extensive and was now complete.  It was agreed to circulate a summary sheet outlining the strategy would be circulated with the minutes of this meeting.  (Jennifer Hopkins was an appropriate contact point for the Partnership)

The mechanism for interface between the Partnership and this group would be the three nominated members from this group.  David Price is a member of the Hereford Access for All Group currently which also provided an interface.
	ME

ALL

	
	

	Joint Forum – Terms of Reference

The latest version was circulated.  It was noted that these Terms of Reference to be revisited 12 months after their adoption by the Forum.

The meeting discussed the implications surrounding the fact that the Forum’s prime aim should be to ensure that advice provided by the Forum is adopted/incorporated in policy by the Council.  The Forum needed to be assured that their views were fed in and feed back would be needed as to why they were rejected/amended etc.  In this way the Forum would monitor its effectiveness.  The Forum’s objective was to progress schemes from conception to programme placement and to continually assess progress and cost of implementation.

Concern was expressed that direct discussion with appropriate officers on local issues would be lost.  The meeting was assured that this was not the intention and that the three Area Managers were the key points of contact for discussions on local issues.   The Forum’s role was to deal with the overall strategy and policy issues.  The sub groups would build up the details of local schemes and the final scheme could be discussed by the Forum to ensure a holistic and integrated approach.   For this reason sub groups should produce notes of their meetings and made available to the Forum.

The Aims and objectives would be amended to reflect the above issues and re-circulated for adoption at the next meeting of the Forum 

Disabled access – The Forum would agree or not whether a sub-group specific to disabled access was necessary or whether the existing geographic subgroups should incorporate these issues, at the next meeting

It was noted that:

RNC took a team approach to membership and a named member was not appropriate (Rehabilitation Team comprised the individual members)

Paula McGivern now  represented “SmartMoves” (Note: Paula’s attendance at the Forum is representing her training company – Fish on a Bicycle. SmartMoves is not a group. Smart at Rotherwas is the branding for Paula’s work for the Herefordshire Council which would qualify for associate membership of this forum, once the terms of reference have been agreed).


	ME

ALL



	JOINED UP PROGRAMME 

Copies of schemes for each areas together with a list of these schemes particularly relating to Pedestrian and Cycle Access. The JUP records the  intended works and delivery dates.   Cycling schemes would be integrated and identified into the JUP and circulated

Agreed that the members use the information within the subgroups and that any further information could be obtained from the appropriate area manager.

Noted that the JUP did reflect the implementation of the LTP in terms of the aims for progressing cycling/pedestrian interests.  The JUP Headings link back to the LTP . 
	Area Managers / ME

ALL

	BENCH MARKING PROJECT 

ME provided information of a report produced by the Midlands Region of the CTC of their visit to Hereford.

A copy of the report with key benchmarks would be made available with the Minutes and would be put on the Council Website

It was noted that overall Herefordshire had scored highly and there were many features identified as excellent.  Nothing was given “no stop doing it” status which would have reflected badly for Hereford.

Comparisons – Towns which were benchmarked against included  – Leicester; Derby; Leicestershire, Worcester; Stoke on Trent; Northampton, Lincoln, Nottinghamshire, Chesterfield
	ME

	ROAD USER HIERARCHY
PM introduced her draft proposals to introduce a systematic approach for Herefordshire to achieve modal shifts which could be applied to all schemes not necessarily in a totally rigid manner but in a progressive way, to reflect the limitations of for example low budgets; competing schemes etc

It was noted that Herefordshire Council applied national and professional guidance on Design Quality and many of the principals including the hierarchy itself were in line with those suggested in the paper and reflected in the Local Transport Plan. Existing national design quality standards are proscribed when briefs for schemes are prepared. 
	

	SUB GROUP REPORT BACK

Ledbury – successful meeting discussed local schemes in detail. Next meeting is booked 22nd August in St Katherine’s Hall, Ledbury at 2.00 pm

Hereford – met 16th and 25th Feb Hereford – mapping a series of sites on pedestrian access seeking to get views on mini sites and agreed to suggest how various sites prioritised.  Next Meeting 29th August 2.00 pm in the Town Hall, Committee Room 1

Noted – looking at the possibility of establishing a Leominster sub-group
	TD

CH

ME

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

a)  Commercial Road – advanced fenced off lines at Station Approach – why were the lines not included in the recent works.  Had been agreed by consultants in the

past.  Report to be brought to the next meeting 

b)  Broad Street 30 mph limit outside All Saints church to be removed and replaced by an End of Zone sign on next pole in the street 

c)  Copy of consultants report on Access to the City Centre (Atkins) to be presented to next meeting
	CH

CH

ME

	DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next meeting will be on the 5th September 5.00 to 7.00 pm in  Committee Room 1 Town Hall

Subgroup meetings:

Ledbury 22nd August, 2pm St Katherine’s Hall, Ledbury

Hereford 29th August, 2pm Committee Room 1, Town Hall, Hereford
	AB

TD

CH


	Name of Lead Officers 
	Area of Responsibility and special interests
	Telephone 

01432
	Email Address

	Tom Davis
	Area Manager North
	261776
	tedavies@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Clive Hall
	Area Manager Central 
	260786
	clhall@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Andrew Middlecote
	Assistant Area Manager South
	383392
	amiddlecote@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Amanda Barton
	Coordinator for FORUM
	383007
	abarton@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Mark Edwards
	Cycling issues
	263653
	medwards2@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Steve Burgess
	Transport planning
	260968
	Sburgess@herefordshire.gov.uk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



