
	MINUTES of the second Meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 31st January 2006 at the Town Hall, Committee Room 1 starting at 5.30pm

	Present: Cllr Brian Wilcox – Highways and Transportation Cabinet Member - Chairman

Paige Mitchell – (Friends of the Earth); Mo Burns – (Cycle Hereford); Jim Lawes (Hereford Access for All); Roger Hughes – (Ledbury Access Group) ; Cynthia Spaull – (Hereford City Partnership); David Price – (Hereford Access for All;); Tim Ford (Cycle Hereford) ; S. P Glennie-Smith (L.A.C.F.); Stuart Edinborough (Hereford and District Wheelers); Richard Cooke (RNCB).

Officers   

Richard Ball; Amanda Barton; Ben Boswell; Steve Burgess; Tom Davies; Mark Edwards; Andy Middlecote; Clive Hall,  Rob Hemblade; Alan Ronald; Kath England; (Shirley Mackay – Notes) 

	


	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Colin Palmer; Perminda Balu; Kay Dartnell; Andy Sims; Gordon Sellway and Paula McGivern; Stuart Hinton. Stephen Oates; Martin Jackson; Andrew Culley,
	

	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest by Members in respect of items on this agenda were received
	

	MINUTES  -  RESOLVED:


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian, Access and Cycle  Forum held on Tuesday 1st November 2005   be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
	

	MATTERS ARISING 

Mini Maps - Members of the forum still had comments on the wording within the leaflet and about the consultation process prior to the map being printed.  It was noted that the HCC Legal department had advised that the wording relating to wearing of cycle helmets should be in the textual information provided.  It was reiterated that members of the forum would be consulted, as agreed at the last meeting, prior to reprinting the maps.

Ross-on Wye  - There were still issues relating to parking.  TROs have been completed but signing and lining still to be finished.   Waiting time outside the library for disabled parking was raised and it was pointed out that 30 minutes was not long enough for disabled users.  Peter Evans to confirm waiting time.

Toilet Access A request to control the Maylords disabled toilets by Radar Key was made.  Clive Hall to follow-up.

Ledbury Railway Station It was requested that when trains were turned around at Ledbury replacement buses sent should be DDA compliant.  Cllr Wilcox informed the meeting he had been assured in recent communications with Central Trains that the rail situation should be less of a problem with the new timetable starting in June 2006.  

For Hereford Station it was also noted that ticket barriers due to be installed would be DDA compliant.
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	Widemarsh Street –

Feedback was presented by Cllr Wilcox.  The comprehensive consultation process was recognised.  Following analysis of the many and deviating responses, the final decision was to retain piloted times of 10.30 to 4.30 for pedestrian and emergency vehicle access only.  Consultations were continuing in relation to bus and taxi pick up and drop off points.

There was a strong point of view expressed relating to the constraints that the decision placed on cyclists trying to cross the city.  It was noted that discussions were still on-going with the Cathedral about the possibility of alternative access.  
	

	High Town 

Alan Ronald – Project Manager, reported that following the initial consultation process further public consultation was planned for the period Friday 10th to 20th February in All Saints church.  The presentation would involve three - dimensional models and more detailed information about design and materials; street furniture including cycle racks.

Alan agreed if they wished to, to meet with a sub group to run through proposals in detail and to visit the RNCB
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	Questions were raised about inconsistencies in the Traffic orders between High Town and St Peter’s Square.  Agreed access times needed to be consistent.  Clive Hall would circulate the forum members with the current orders.
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	East Street/Church St

Following discussion at the previous meeting investigations had been carried out to assess which methods of traffic calming could be used to enhance the pedestrian crossing in East Street.  The meeting was informed that vertical features were not allowed within 25 metres of a tunnel and that there was a tunnel running to M and S within this distance.  Improvements were still being considered following these findings 

A view was expressed that the essence of the improvements should be based on the assessment that Church Street is part of the historic centre of the city and engineering solutions should be directed with this streetscape in mind.

It was noted that lack of enforcement of abuse of traffic signs caused much of the problem in that there were more vehicles using the street going at faster speeds.  The goodwill of partnership working should be used to encourage the police to enforce. 
	

	Local Transport Plan 2 – 

The meeting was informed that the results of the LTP2 consultation processes had been incorporated, where appropriate, into the final draft currently being prepared and that no further consultations were planned
	

	Joint Forum – Terms of Reference

Amanda Barton gave a short presentation about the proposed Terms of Reference and Membership of the joint forum

a)     Membership of the Forum
The following were proposed as additions to the membership of the forum or identified as gaps in the range of the membership:

There was no representative from Ross on Wye 

The membership currently identified as Maylords should be changed to Herefordshire City Partnership (Juliette Chord and Cynthia Spaull)

A representative for Leominster was currently being followed up 

There was no representative for the South Wye area, Market Towns Managers

Employers groups – Chamber of Commerce to be approached 

An employee from one of the major organisations who have Travel Plans such as Rotherwas Travel Plan or equivalent

A discussion was held about representation from those who were currently supported by HC or other sources of public finances (eg Educational Establishments; sponsorships of Rotherwas Travel Plans and the Hospital Travel Plan)  

It was suggested and agreed that the model of the PROW Local Access forum should be considered.  This would limit the number of members on the actual forum but would make use of observer roles and associate members.  The above groups would fall within these latter categories.  

Presentations could be made to the Forum by associate groups and other relevant groups/individuals could be invited for specific meetings or parts thereof. 

If there were other interested parties who needed to know what was going on, information circulation could be extended beyond members of the forum.

Potential invitees were accepted as above and it was agreed that membership could be reviewed at a future date.

Aims and Objectives of the Forum

It was noted that the aims and objectives had been drafted to lift the business of the forum away from individual and directly local concerns to major issues and to recognise the need for the Forum to feed into the wider national networks as opposed to solely local groups and issues.

Missing Objective

Suggested that the Forum had a potential role to ensure there was a mechanism for reviewing proposals for cycling and pedestrian schemes and for reviewing new schemes implemented to ensure best practice or poor implementation results could be taken on board by future schemes. Sub-groups would review detail of the schemes.

Aim 

A discussion was held about the limitation of the word “Facilities” in the proposed aims.  The premise of the argument was that “adding facilities” was not the only method of promoting cycling and walking and improving schemes.  Adding facilities did not necessarily promote sustainable improvements. 

Agreed that Paige should send a suggested wording to Amanda B
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	JOINED UP PROGRAMME 

Tom Davies explained that the JUP was a list of works to be carried out during the year – based on the priorities of the HMP and LTP.  The 2006-2007 programme (of approximately 500 schemes) was almost finalised with agreed delivery dates.  The intent was to discuss with the individual area sub-groups those schemes of particular interest to their locality. 

The works would be prioritised across the whole of the county and discussions had already taken place to assess overall priorities.  It was accepted that it would be beneficial for the Forum to discuss the top priorities which had a county wide impact and overview. 
	

	ROAD USER HIERARCHY 
A proposal for adopting an agreed set of underlying principals to support communications and decision making was tabled by Paige M.  Based on the following hierarchy: 

Define function of the road – social function not traffic

User Hierarchy based on vulnerability (pedestrian with visual problems; pedestrians with mobility problems; cyclists; the rest ) principal - favour the most vulnerable road user

Solutions Hierarchy – eg reduce traffic on road x; Speed of Traffic; 

Minimum standards for users – if pedestrian space within a defined shared space is inadequate it needs to be reassessed and re-allocated

Design brief - an already worked brief to be used on every scheme

Agreed to circulate the paper with the minutes and discuss in detail at the next meeting
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	ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

a) Central Area sub group meeting 16th February 2.00pm in the Townhall Committee Room 1.  All welcome.

b) Ledbury sub group 14th February 2.00 pm St Katherine’s Hall

c)  Three nominees to go on the Hereford  Ambition Group – consider proposals at next meeting.

OTHER ITEMs were postponed until the next meeting


	

	DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be a joint Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum on the 2nd May 5.00 to 7.00 Committee Room 1 Town Hall

	


	Name of Lead Officers 
	Area of Responsibility and special interests
	Telephone 

01432
	Email Address

	Tom Davis
	Area Manager North
	261776
	tedavies@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Clive Hall
	Area Manager Central 
	260786
	clhall@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Andrew Middlecote
	Assistant Area Manager South
	383392
	amiddlecote@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Amanda Barton
	Coordinator for FORUM
	383007
	abarton@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Mark Edwards
	Cycling issues
	263653
	medwards2@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Steve Burgess
	Transport planning
	260968
	Sburgess@herefordshire.gov.uk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



