
	MINUTES of the Trial Meeting of the Herefordshire, Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum held on Tuesday 1st November 2005 at the Town Hall, Committee Room 1 starting at 5.00pm

	Present: Cllr Brian Wilcox – Environment Cabinet Member - Chair

Mo Burns – (Cycle Hereford); Roger Hughes – (Ledbury Access Group) ; Paula McGivern –(Fish on a Bike);  Cynthia Spaull – (Hereford City Partnership); David Price – (Hereford Access for All;)
S. P Glennie-Smith (L.A.C.F.); Stuart Edinborough (Hereford and District Wheelers); Richard Cooke (RNCB).

Officers

Richard Ball; Amanda Barton; Ben Boswell; Steve Burgess; Tom Davies; Mark Edwards; Andy Middlecote; Clive Hall, (Shirley Mackay – Notes)

	


	
	

	Welcome:


Chair welcomed Members reminding the meeting that this was a trial to see whether the matters of the Herefordshire Pedestrian and Access Forum and the Herefordshire Cycle Forum could be effectively dealt with in a joint meeting of the Herefordshire Pedestrian Access and Cycle Forum.  It was noted that representatives from both the pedestrian and cycle interest groups were in attendance and that some attendees represented both parties.
	

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies were received from Paige Mitchell; Stephen Oates; Rob Hemblade; Colin Palmer; Perminda Balu; Kay Dartnell; Christine Dartnell; Martin Jackson Andrew Culley, Andy Sims and Gordon Sellway
	

	MINUTES  -  RESOLVED:


That the Minutes of the meetings held on 18th November 2004 (Herefordshire Pedestrian and Access Forum) and the 12th July 2005 (Herefordshire Cycle Forum)   be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
	

	MATTERS ARISING: 

The meeting was deeply concerned that the minutes of the Herefordshire Pedestrian and Access Forum of the 18th November 2004 had not been circulated and that the bulk of this meeting had therefore to consider the minutes tabled in detail.  

The following points were made:

Up to date information on the exact position of the progress of several of the schemes listed in the November 2004 minutes was not known.   It was agreed that the schemes listed should be urgently reviewed and that a table be drawn up reporting the current position on each of the schemes.   A separate meeting has been planned for December to go into this in detail with the Pedestrian representatives.

(A table with this information is attached with these minutes to be updated in time for the next meeting and to be used as the basis of report back at meetings) At the next meeting we WILL NOT be going into detail with schemes – they will be discussed in detail at separate meetings.

The list of names of relevant officers had not been distributed – a table with these names; telephone numbers and email addresses is attached with these minutes.

Agreed to put an action column in the minutes

Agreed that an agenda item for the next meeting would be “Options for Church Street” 

Disabled access to Public Conveniences – noted that the completion of the East Street toilets had improved the position of adherence of facilities to the DDA.   Noted that disabled access was included in all future new schemes. 

East Street – Meeting noted that works delivered in East Street had assisted with pedestrian and wheelchair access – gullies and drainage were lowered and West Street drainage channels had been provided.  Defects had been or were in the process of being rectified.  

CS raised the issue of surface definitions - Retailers felt not distinct enough would like a lot deeper RED for better definition.  

Noted that priority for pedestrians cannot be made where current crossing is because of levels but that Council was looking at a platform just before this site.  

Noted that the project had been classified as “minor” because wanted a result without the delays that would have ensued with use of a TRO.  Any long-term development of the works would need to be part of a strategy for the city centre area including the final outcome of the Widemarsh Street trial.  The meeting agreed that speeds had definitely slowed down but noted that because the surface was smoother drivers were driving faster beyond the Church Street crossing – CH reported that Council was looking at repeating platforms beyond the original scheme and that the project would be evaluated for improvements.  Meeting requested any data on speed changes be analysed and presented.

Meeting suggested that camera enforcement might be helpful in relation to abuses to the restrictions on access  

Ross on Wye – there are still many issues with Parking 

Consultations - It was agreed that it would be advantageous that local groups be consulted when works are going to happen.   This was particularly important in the areas around such establishments as the RNIB where safety issues were even more of an issue than usual 
Hereford Railway Station - Noted that the November minutes had outlined the problems with pedestrian access to the Hereford railway station.  There was a tension between this poor access and the desire to move people to public transport.  Felt the council needed to do more to promote the bus services for example by providing a shelter outside the railway station and by improved signing.  Council stated that this problem with access had been recognised for many years and that the Edgar Street Grid development would endeavour to improve all links including pedestrian, between the station and the city centre.  Whilst many at the meeting recognised that this might help in the very long term something needed to be done about “today’s” problems.

Problem with traffic lights at Station Approach – walking into town down Alyestone Hill (Barrs Court Road second crossing as if going to Morrisons) there seems to be a problem with the timings of the traffic lights. The pedestrian time granted is not enough to cross without cars still coming through –CH to check the timings

Noted dropped crossings at Three Elms Road; Homebase; School by Moors Farm and Moor Farm Cannybrook were effective.

Noted the St Owens Controlled Pedestrian Crossing had been installed
It was agreed that the November Minutes should be sent out with the notes of this meeting

Noted - Minutes for the meeting of 12th July RNIB do not have in the right form
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	Mini Maps  

It was noted that the comments made at the last meeting, that was that no reference to cycle helmets and recommended overtaking distances should appear in the mini maps had been omitted from the notes of the meeting and that such references had subsequently appeared in the maps.  The Meeting confirmed that the statements had been omitted from the minutes and agreed that such references should be reviewed in future publications of the Mini maps. 

Jeanette Barrett and Judith Whateley– who were amending the information for future print runs for the maps should be requested to ensure any such references should be left off future versions of the mini maps.

Noted that some excellent feedback had been received
	RB

	Sustrans - update nothing to report
	

	Provisional Local Transport Plan 2 – 

 A presentation about the LTP2 covering the period 2006 to 2011 was presented by Steve Burgess

Noted that the budget of £40 million for maintenance and £14 million for integrated transport was not fixed and the integrated transport element is likely to reduce.  

Noted that it should be recognised that Community Transport was picking up PCT etc responsibilities putting a strain on services provided.

Reported that future requirements were being assessed on a regional basis and that whilst the group was trying to engage with supermarkets, freight companies were a disparate group making it more difficult to work with.

Feedback from the group was requested asap to feed into the plan by end of November

Noted that the meeting considered that there was a need for better information – information kiosks – bus timetables and car parks – likely to be a development of the proposed intelligent transport system scheme
	ALL

	Widemarsh Street trial –

An update was presented by Richard Ball

The meeting noted from the presentation that :

Car Parking - not a great change between this year and last year numbers

Museum – increased numbers

Cathedral figures had stayed the same despite promotion efforts to increase

742 questionnaires were being sent to businesses and direct letters were going to stakeholders via the next Hereford Matters.

Report will go to Scrutiny Committee 11th January 

The meeting expressed concern that the proposal completely discouraged cycling forcing cyclists onto the busiest routes.  The proposal emphasised the tension between cyclists and pedestrians and markings on the road for cyclists and pedestrians might be a necessity.

Suggestions for tactile surfaces for visually impaired people might be useful to distinguish different shops from each other.  Generally the trial had proved a success for people with physical disabilities.

The meeting requested confirmation that the York hierarchy of modes was still valid and put forward the view that the proposals did not help facilitate a change in travel behaviour 

The Chair requested that all members of the group should complete the comments forms to ensure that the individual and group views could all be considered in the assessment of the project.


	

	Joint Forum – 

It was agreed that a presentation by Amanda Barton to facilitate discussion about the potential of merging the Cycle Forum and the Pedestrian and Access Forum should be circulated to the group with the notes. (Circulated as “Proposed Terms of Reference”

Members should consider if they wished to keep this combined meeting in the current format. 

Initial comments were that it might be worth dividing the meetings between City and County issues whilst retaining the pedestrian and cycle combination and circulate the minutes to all members so everyone would know the issues throughout the county without having to sit through the meetings.

The presentation included a requirement to review the membership for such reasons as there were no Market Town representatives other than Ledbury and that there were other groups not being reached.  Suggestions were contained therein.

It was agreed that the next meeting would be a joint one and the presentation including the suggested Terms of Reference be discussed.  

Central Area : It was agreed that an extra meeting be held in December to re-establish the progress of central schemes to ensure that time would not be spent discussing detail at the next meeting.  The attached table contains many of the schemes to be discussed and progress reported.


	CH and AB

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Traffic Regulation work – noted there had been several serious mistakes –Cllrs. Wilcox and Rule walked round with Tom Davies and were now assured that work back on track. 

Comments received from Paige Mitchell who was unable to attend the meeting would be dealt with as follows:

i) comments relating to the joint forum to be discussed at the next meeting

ii) An item “how does the forum facilitate the communications process to the public and decision makers about the Road User hierarchy and the vulnerable road users status” should appear as a future agenda item.

iii) That a meeting about Speed limit policies with Hereford Council be held outside the remit of the Forum


	Noted
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	DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETING – will be a joint Pedestrian, Access and Cycle Forum on the 31st January 2006 at 5.00 pm to be held in Meeting Room at  SHIRE HALL (note venue)

	


	Name of Lead Officers 
	Area of Responsibility and special interests
	Telephone 

01432
	Email Address

	Tom Davis
	Area Manager North
	261776
	tedavies@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Clive Hall
	Area Manager Central 
	260786
	clhall@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Andrew Middlecote
	Assistant Area Manager South
	383392
	amiddlecote@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Amanda Barton
	Coordinator for FORUM
	383007
	abarton@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Mark Edwards
	Cycling issues
	263653
	medwards2@herefordshire.gov.uk

	Steve Burgess
	Transport planning
	260968
	Sburgess@herefordshire.gov.uk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



